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Same Person in Two Worlds

Photography is a form of art that can be used in multiple forms such as self-expression and to explain an event. It can be used to describe a story and to create memories. While not all photos apply to these statements, I think that my photos do apply to these statements. My photos have meanings behind them and can be used as a form of interpretation to describe myself. In order to prove this, I will explain my two photographs.

In my first photograph, I took in my house on the steps. The photograph showed a pair of white Adidas sneakers within a special collection called “Stan Smith”. The classic Adidas logo was shown next to its name and under it showed the name “Stan Smith”. Underneath that, there was shown a cartoon image of “Stan Smith” who is a man and a professional tennis player. These sneakers are tennis shoes but can be also worn casual. The steps are a darker form of wood. The laces are hanging down from both sneakers. I took this photograph because it represents my casual and athletic side. I wear the sneakers usually every day once I’m outside either for attending classes or just walking around and I do not wear them in a professional environment. I actually do use the sneakers to play tennis every once in a while. The studium of this photograph is it was taken around three pm in Brooklyn on a sunny day. The depth of field in this photograph is not long because I wanted to show how the sneakers have been used and not appear to be brand-new, also I wanted to show the logos because I have other sneakers for casual and athletic use but these are used for tennis as well so they have special meaning to me. The sneakers brings up memories of when I’ve won tennis games in them and I actually won a tennis game the first day I wore them. They were also my first pair of Adidas sneakers and also my first pair of an Adidas collection sneakers.

In my second photograph, I also took in my house on my living room carpet. The photograph showed a pair of black male shoes. The carpet is brown but showed different streaks of colors. The laces were somewhat hanging down but were not placed inside each shoe. The inside of each shoe is light brown and the outside of the shoes had scuffs on them. I took this photograph because it represents my religious and professional side. I use this shoes at least twice a month to attend church and for professional events and every once in a while, to eat a exquisite restaurant. The studium of this photograph is it was taken around four pm in Brooklyn on a sunny day. The depth of field in this photograph is not long because I wanted to show the intricate details of the shoes to show how frequently I use them. The shoes brings up memories of when I’ve gotten job offers and when they were even purchased. 

The two photos and their meanings have various aspects in comparison and differences as well. The first photo has darker lighting than the second photo because I have more pleasant memories with the shoes than the sneakers so I used light as a symbol for happiness in the second photo. The depth of field for both photos are not long because I wanted the details to be shown of the footwear to portray my hard work. However, in the second photo, there is a bird’s eye view of the shoes as opposed to the first photo where there is a front-facing view of the sneakers. This is because the shoes have more personal value to me than the sneakers. The studium of both photos are similar. I consider both photos to be documentary photos because viewing them would most likely have no appeal to a viewer, but the photos have a value to me, only I could understand these photos in their true meanings. The two photos both generate positive feelings and memories to me. The narrative of the two photos are I took the second photo first because I purchased the shoes first compared to the sneakers in the second photo and have a more jovial experience with the shoes compared to the sneakers in the second photo.

In “Understanding a Photograph” by John Berger, he stated, “A photograph is already a message about the event it records.” (Berger, 292) The two photos does not give the viewer any explanation behind the physical image. Only I can explain my reasoning. Berger also stated, “A photograph is a result of the photographer’s decision that it is worth recording that this particular event or the particular event has been seen.” (Berger, 292) It was essential for me to capture the two photos and the objects in them because both pairs of footwear are of major importance to me. In “Susan Sontag: On Photography”, Susan stated, “photographs give people an imaginary possession of a past that is unreal.” (Sontag, 533)  I will always remember the photos I took everytime I wear either my shoes or my sneakers. They both give me comfort.

Photography can used for various reasons and the viewers will have various interpretations. Photos should not viewed just for the physical image, but also the feelings behind them.  Photography can tell a story. However someone defines photography, it is still a major piece of art and is important for society.
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