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HOMEWORK 03

ARCH 1250   APPLIED ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Due February 27, 2012

A PRELIMINARY SITE ANALYSIS – DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN and DUMBO

We will divide into 5 teams; Microclimate, Historic Land Use, Current Land Use, Open Space and Circulation

Each student is asked to take notes during our field trip, not only for their team but also general observations that may be helpful to other teams. You will be required to present a slide presentation, as a team at the beginning of our next class. You will have ten minutes to review your findings which must minimally cover the following. You can have more slides, but remember to keep the presentation brief.

Slide 1 – Team info, members and focus

Slide 2 - Map it.  (Show it on a map)

Slide 3 - What did we see? (Photos or Video)

Slide 4 - What was good? (Assets)

Slide 5 - What was bad? (Liabilities)

Slide 6 - How would we fix it? (Design)

Slide 7 - Next Step in our research . . .

Through the semester we will be adding detail and understanding to the maps. You will be asked to perform additional research and analysis culminating in a final presentation that includes your recommendations for improving the neighborhood and specific sites.

Team 1 - Microclimate team – Take notes on temperature, access to the sun, winds, how people are dressed and where people are. Take note of your own personal comfort and how that changes. How do buildings and the environment influence this? 

Team 2 - Land Use, historic – Take notes on older structures, buildings, materials. Imagine the waterfront that was before the bridges, then before the warves, then before the Europeans. What evidence can we find of what came before?

Where do street and neighborhood names come from?

Team 3 - Land Use, current – Take notes on types, sizes and uses of buildings and structures, how does this change along our pathway. Is there a difference between campus, Dumbo, commercial spaces, residential buildings, the waterfront park, Brooklyn Heights and the institutional buildings along Federal Plaza? Does noise influence activity and use?

Team 4 - Open space team – Take notes on open spaces including streets, playspaces, parks, plazas, take notes on transitions (how are they defined, entered), take notes on materials, flora/fauna, take notes on how you see people using them. What is the hierarchy of spaces from Private to Public?

Team 5 - Circulation team – Take notes on our path, on other major pathways we cross, on markers that can be used to help in wayfinding. Where are the Nodes and Transportation Hubs? What role do views play? How do elevation and environment influence circulation? What is the best way to get around? 

Shared Considerations – Remember your job is also to help other teams and understand the overlaps between topics.

1. How does topography and hydrology play a role?

2. How do materials play a role?

3. Who do you see in these spaces and how do they use them?

Resources

Open Lab website for sharing information and resources. This is not yet set up

City maps and information
http://gis.nyc.gov/doitt/nycitymap/
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html
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