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We	  are	  creating	  a	  cross-‐disciplinary	  collection	  of	  teaching	  activities	  that	  use	  the	  best	  
practice	  approaches	  fostered	  in	  the	  “Living	  Lab”:	  adoption	  of	  City	  Tech’s	  General	  
Education	  Student	  Learning	  Outcomes,	  George	  Kuh’s	  High	  Impact	  Educational	  
Practices,	  place-‐based	  learning,	  open	  digital	  pedagogy	  (the	  OpenLab),	  and	  formal	  
assessment	  methods.	  	  
	  
Share	  your	  best	  practices	  with	  your	  colleagues!	  Use	  this	  form	  to	  record	  a	  favorite	  
activity;	  an	  activity	  can	  be	  as	  small	  as	  an	  in-‐class	  exercise.	  
	  
Activity	  Title:	   Visual	  Storytelling:	  Producing	  a	  Short	  Video	  in	  a	  Group	  Project,	  

Incorporating	  Other	  Groups’	  Points	  of	  Views	  
Your	  Name:	  
	  	  

	  

Ryoya	  Terao	  

Department:	   ENT	  (Entertainment	  Technology)	  
Course:	   ENT	  1190	  (Introduction	  to	  Film/Video	  Production)	  
E-‐mail:	   rterao@citytech.cuny.edu	  
	  
Activity	  Description	  
This	  is	  a	  group	  project	  that	  involves	  developing	  a	  storyline,	  interpreting	  a	  story	  that	  
is	  proposed	  by	  another	  group,	  and	  filming	  a	  story,	  based	  on	  a	  shot	  list	  created	  by	  the	  
third	  party.	  In	  this	  complex	  process,	  students	  create	  a	  story,	  analyze	  a	  concept,	  and	  
produce	  a	  short.	  Students	  work	  in	  groups	  during	  the	  class	  time	  period;	  between	  the	  
sessions,	  they	  participate	  in	  online	  discussions	  (OpenLab)	  individually.	  
	  
First,	  the	  instructor	  (myself)	  forms	  three	  groups	  in	  class.	  Then,	  each	  group	  must	  
propose	  a	  storyline,	  which	  is	  based	  on	  the	  group	  members’	  cultural	  and	  social	  
experience.	  Then,	  each	  group	  must	  deliver	  its	  storyline	  to	  another	  group	  without	  
any	  shot	  list.	  This	  second	  group	  must	  interpret	  (understand)	  the	  concept	  created	  by	  
the	  first	  group,	  and	  implement	  (apply)	  the	  content	  in	  the	  process	  of	  creating	  its	  own	  
shot	  list.	  Each	  group	  must	  create	  a	  shot	  list.	  It	  is	  required	  that	  the	  list	  contains	  
specific	  shots	  for	  technical	  purposes	  (please	  see	  the	  list	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document),	  
which	  were	  discussed	  and	  practiced	  through	  exercises	  earlier	  in	  the	  semester.	  The	  
groups	  one	  and	  two	  need	  to	  communicate	  with	  each	  other	  to	  clarify	  all	  the	  details	  of	  
the	  concept.	  All	  the	  communication	  must	  be	  posted	  on	  OpenLab.	  If	  they	  
communicate	  with	  each	  other	  verbally	  during	  the	  class	  time	  period,	  then	  the	  
outcomes	  must	  be	  reported	  on	  OpenLab.	  This	  way,	  all	  students	  in	  class	  comprehend	  
what	  the	  other	  groups	  are	  doing.	  
	  
Then,	  based	  on	  the	  shot	  list	  created	  by	  the	  group	  two,	  the	  third	  group	  shoots	  
(create)	  video	  footage.	  Again,	  groups	  must	  communicate	  with	  each	  other	  to	  clarify	  



all	  details.	  The	  third	  group	  must	  then	  upload	  the	  footage	  online,	  such	  as	  on	  Youtube	  
or	  Vimeo.	  The	  link	  must	  be	  provided	  on	  OpenLab.	  Then,	  the	  instructor	  and	  all	  the	  
groups	  evaluate	  (critique)	  the	  footage	  on	  OpenLab	  before	  the	  following	  session.	  The	  
first	  group	  that	  initially	  gave	  the	  concept	  must	  then	  compare	  its	  own	  original	  shot	  
list	  with	  the	  footage	  shot	  by	  the	  third	  group	  to	  examine	  the	  difference.	  That	  is	  when	  
Group	  One	  can	  modify	  its	  original	  shot	  list.	  After	  that,	  the	  first	  group	  finally	  shoots	  
footage	  based	  on	  its	  own	  concept.	  In	  summary,	  through	  this	  assignment,	  three	  
different	  groups	  create	  three	  videos	  simultaneously	  as	  follows:	  	  
	  
Create	  a	  Story	  	   Create	  a	  shot	  list	   Film	   	   Shoot	  own	  story	  
Group	  1	   ! Group	  2	   ! Group	  3	  ! Group	  1	  
Group	  2	   ! Group	  3	   ! Group	  1	  ! Group	  2	  
Group	  3	   ! Group	  1	   ! Group	  2	  ! Group	  3	  
	  
After	  devoting	  four	  sessions	  to	  these	  activities,	  the	  following	  two	  sessions	  will	  focus	  
on	  editing	  this	  project.	  
	  
Learning	  Goals:	  
What	  do	  you	  aim	  to	  achieve	  with	  this	  activity?	  
In	  the	  process	  of	  this	  assignment,	  students	  work	  within	  a	  group,	  recognize	  other	  
groups’	  points	  of	  view,	  analyze	  how	  a	  story	  is	  told	  visually,	  and	  execute	  it.	  This	  
project	  therefore	  involves	  stages	  to	  interpret,	  analyze,	  evaluate,	  and	  produce.	  
Through	  this	  activity,	  students	  will	  demonstrate	  technical	  knowledge	  that	  they	  
acquired	  earlier	  in	  the	  semester,	  and	  apply	  it	  in	  a	  creative	  fashion.	  Each	  shot	  must	  
have	  a	  meaning/aim	  for	  successful	  storytelling.	  At	  the	  same	  time,	  they	  recognize	  the	  
points	  of	  view	  of	  others,	  which	  may	  express	  different	  cultural	  and	  social	  issues.	  
Through	  the	  stages	  of	  the	  group	  activities,	  they	  interact	  with	  each	  other.	  OpenLab	  
will	  serve	  as	  a	  tool	  for	  the	  students	  for	  sharing	  their	  ideas,	  planning	  their	  
production,	  and	  evaluating	  each	  other’s	  projects.	  What	  is	  unique	  about	  this	  project	  
is	  that	  everyone	  is	  involved	  in	  all	  the	  three	  videos.	  
	  
Timing:	  
At	  what	  point	  in	  the	  lesson	  or	  semester	  to	  you	  use	  this	  activity?	  How	  much	  classroom	  
time	  do	  you	  devote	  to	  it?	  How	  much	  out-‐of-‐class	  time	  is	  expected?	  
	  
This	  assignment	  will	  be	  given	  after	  the	  midpoint	  of	  the	  semester	  as	  the	  students	  
must	  acquire	  some	  technical	  knowledge	  and	  gain	  experience	  through	  practical	  
exercises	  during	  the	  first	  half	  of	  the	  semester.	  By	  the	  midpoint	  of	  the	  semester,	  the	  
instructor	  will	  also	  have	  sufficient	  knowledge	  of	  the	  students	  to	  form	  the	  three	  
groups,	  so	  that	  they	  are	  equally	  skillful,	  unique,	  and	  diverse.	  
	  
Logistics:	  	  
What	  preparation	  is	  needed	  for	  this	  activity?	  What	  instructions	  do	  you	  give	  students?	  	  
	  
The	  criteria	  will	  be	  posted	  on	  OpenLab,	  and	  the	  students	  must	  actively	  participate	  in	  
online	  discussion.	  Their	  participation	  in	  OpenLab	  will	  be	  a	  part	  of	  their	  individual	  



grade.	  The	  instructor	  must	  also	  exhibit	  some	  examples	  of	  helpful	  comments	  and	  
constructive	  criticism.	  
	  
General	  Education	  SLOs:	  	  
Which	  of	  City	  Tech’s	  General	  Education	  Student	  Learning	  Outcomes	  does	  this	  activity	  
address?	  	  
_	  Communicate	  in	  diverse	  settings	  and	  groups,	  using	  written,	  oral,	  and	  visual	  means.	  
_	  Derive	  meaning	  from	  experience,	  as	  well	  as	  gather	  information	  from	  observation.	  	  
_	  Gather,	  interpret,	  evaluate,	  and	  apply	  information	  discerningly	  from	  a	  variety	  of	  
sources.	  	  
_	  Demonstrate	  expanded	  cultural	  and	  global	  awareness	  and	  sensitivity.	  	  
_	  Demonstrate	  proficiencies	  and	  capacities	  in	  deal	  with	  a	  diverse	  society.	  
	  
High	  Impact	  Educational	  Practices:	  	  
Which	  of	  George	  Kuh’s	  High	  Impact	  Educational	  Practices	  does	  this	  activity	  
incorporate?	  Does	  it	  use	  the	  OpenLab	  for	  open	  digital	  pedagogy?	  Does	  it	  include	  place-‐
based	  learning?	  Choose	  all	  that	  apply	  and/or	  add	  your	  own.	  	  
	  
George	  Kuh’s	  High	  Impact	  Educational	  Practices:	  
_	  First	  –year	  seminars	  and	  experiences	   	   _	  Common	  intellectual	  experiences	  
(core	  curriculum)	  
_	  Learning	  communities	   	   	   	   _	  Writing-‐intensive	  courses	  
X	  Collaborative	  assignments	  and	  projects	   	   _	  Undergraduate	  research	  
X	  Diversity	  and	  global	  learning	  (“difficult	  differences”)	  
_	  Service	  –	  or	  community-‐based	  learning	   	   _	  Internships	  
_	  Capstone	  courses	  and	  projects	  
X	  Open	  Digital	  Pedagogy	  (the	  OpenLab)	   	   X	  Place-‐Based	  Learning	  
	   	  
Assessment:	  	  
How	  do	  you	  assess	  this	  activity?	  What	  assessment	  measures	  do	  you	  use?	  Do	  you	  include	  
your	  evaluation	  in	  grade	  calculations?	  
	  
There	  will	  be	  criteria	  given	  to	  students	  before	  the	  pre-‐production	  phase	  of	  this	  
project.	  The	  instructor	  will	  evaluate	  each	  student	  individually,	  based	  on	  his/her	  
contribution	  to	  the	  group	  as	  well	  as	  the	  performances	  of	  the	  group.	  At	  the	  end,	  the	  
instructor	  will	  provide	  feedback	  to	  students	  individually.	  For	  more	  information,	  
please	  see	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document.	  
	  
Reflection:	  	  
How	  has	  this	  assignment	  impacted	  your	  teaching?	  What	  challenges	  did	  you	  encounter	  
and	  how	  did	  you	  address	  them?	  What	  feedback	  did	  students	  provide?	  How	  would	  you	  
imagine	  this	  activity	  being	  used	  in	  different	  disciplines?	  
	  
I	  started	  a	  “primitive	  version”	  of	  this	  assignment	  this	  semester.	  I	  was	  pleasantly	  
surprised	  to	  witness	  the	  students’	  excitement	  as	  well	  as	  their	  technical	  and	  



conceptual	  improvement.	  This	  semester,	  students	  worked	  on	  their	  videos	  based	  on	  
their	  own	  ideas,	  but	  next	  semester,	  as	  mentioned	  above,	  they	  will	  work	  on	  other	  
groups’	  concept	  and	  shot	  lists	  as	  well.	  I	  believe	  it	  will	  be	  a	  unique	  experience	  for	  the	  
students	  to	  work	  on	  three	  video	  projects	  simultaneously	  in	  terms	  of	  collaboration,	  
creativity,	  development,	  and	  execution.	  In	  the	  future,	  they	  can	  apply	  the	  rotational	  
framework	  of	  this	  project	  to	  other	  projects,	  including	  interdisciplinary	  ones.	  	  
	  
Additional	  Information:	  	  
Please	  share	  any	  additional	  comments	  and	  further	  documentation	  of	  the	  activity	  -‐	  e.g.	  
assignment	  instructions,	  rubrics,	  examples	  of	  student	  work,	  etc.	  These	  could	  be	  in	  the	  
form	  of	  PDF	  or	  Word	  files,	  links	  to	  posts	  or	  files	  on	  the	  OpenLab,	  etc.	  
	  
Please	  see	  below	  (an	  example	  from	  this	  semester):	  
	  
Project	  II	  Criteria	  (Student	  Handout):	  
	  
You	  will	  start	  working	  on	  Project	  II	  shortly.	  First	  of	  all,	  before	  the	  next	  session,	  you	  
all	  need	  to	  post	  some	  simple	  ideas	  as	  possible	  storylines.	  Think	  of	  your	  personal	  
cultural	  or	  social	  experiences.	  There	  is	  a	  new	  thread	  on	  OpenLab.	  	  
	  
Online	  Discussion:	  
You	  all	  must	  participate	  in	  the	  online	  discussion	  on	  OpenLab	  throughout	  Project	  II	  
(pre-‐production,	  production,	  and	  post-‐production).	  This	  applies	  to	  everyone.	  This	  
process	  is	  important	  for	  you	  to	  be	  prepared	  before	  you	  film,	  to	  critique	  after	  viewing	  
your	  and	  your	  classmates’	  footage,	  and	  to	  finalize	  the	  project.	  
	  
Each	  project	  should	  be	  somewhere	  between	  1	  minute	  to	  3	  minutes	  long	  upon	  
completion.	  The	  criteria	  are	  as	  follows	  (you	  are	  welcome	  to	  include	  more	  variety	  of	  
shots):	  
	  
On	  Tripod	  

• LS	  EXT.	  your	  filming	  location	  
• Tilt	  &	  Pan	  (include	  them	  somewhere	  in	  your	  story)	  
• LS,	  MS,	  CU	  Person	  
• Person	  entering	  and	  exiting	  frame	  (from	  any	  angle)	  

	  
Handheld	  shots	  

• Walking	  shot	  for	  10	  seconds	  (from	  any	  angle,	  follow	  your	  character,	  make	  it	  
as	  steady	  as	  possible)	  

• Indicate	  your	  understanding	  of	  180	  degree	  rule	  
	  
Simple	  Editing	  

• Express	  good	  pacing	  (rhythm)	  and	  “emotion”	  
• Continuity	  
• NO	  fancy	  effects/graphics	  are	  needed,	  focus	  on	  a	  simple	  visual	  storytelling	  



	  
You	  must	  bring	  your	  own	  hard	  drive	  to	  store	  your	  footage	  at	  the	  end	  of	  each	  filming	  
day.	  	  
	  
	  
Spring	  2015	  
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Group:	  	  
Student:	  	  
 
Project II Evaluation	  

 
Good  
(10 pts.) 

 
Needs Work 
(5-9 pts.) 

 
Inadequate 
(0-4 pts.) 
 

	  
1.	  Your	  Participation	  in	  OpenLab	  (online	  
discussion)	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
2.	  LS	  EXT.	  (tilt	  &	  pan)	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
3.	  LS	  &	  MS	  person	  sitting,	  and	  getting	  
up	  
	  

	   	  

	  
	  

	  
4.	  	  LS	  &	  MS	  person	  walking	  entering	  
frame	  and	  exiting	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
5.	  MS	  Pan	  person	  walking	  entering	  
frame	  and	  exiting	  (frontal	  &	  side	  view)	  	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
6.	  LS,	  MS,	  OTS,	  CU,	  ECU	  two	  people	  
facing	  each	  other	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
7.	  Follow	  person	  walking	  from	  behind	  
&	  from	  front	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
8.	  OTS	  two	  people	  (camera	  crosses	  the	  
180	  degree	  action	  line)	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
9.	  Your	  Contribution	  to	  Group	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
10.	  Your	  Individual	  Achievements	  
	  

	   	   	  

Subtotal	   	   	  

	  
	  

	  



	  
TOTAL	  (Grade)	  

	  
EXT.	  =	  Exterior	   LS	  =	  Long	  Shot	   MS=	  Medium	  Shot	  
CU	  =	  Close	  Up	  	   ECU	  =	  Extreme	  Close	  Up	   OTS	  =	  Over	  the	  Shoulder	  
	  
Instructor’s	  Comments	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


