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We are creating a cross-disciplinary collection of teaching activities that use the best practice approaches fostered in 
the “Living Lab”: adoption of City Tech’s General Education Student Learning Outcomes, George Kuh’s High Impact 
Educational Practices, place-based learning, open digital pedagogy (the OpenLab), and formal assessment methods.  

Share your best practices with your colleagues! Use this form to record a favorite activity; an activity can be as small as an 
in-class exercise or as large as a semester-long project. Your description can be short or extensive – take as much space as 
you need.  

Activity Title: From “Beaux Arts” to “Brolic”—Talking and Writing about Buildings 
(A student introduced me to the word “brolic”—urban slang meaning muscular, strong, robust—a good 
description for some buildings.) 

Your Name: Judith Raymond 

Department: Architectural Technology 

Course: ARCH 3522 History of New York City Architecture  

Email: jraymond@citytech.cuny.edu 

Activity Description: 
Provide a brief description of the activity. 

 Field trip: Students visit notable buildings in NYC (8 approx.); take at least 1 “selfie” in front of and/or 
inside the lobby; record a “text” message of initial impressions for use in a follow up written 
description.  

Follow-up assignments:  

 B. Layout: Students lay out “selfies” on an 11 x 17 sheet including captions. (visual communication) 
Students discuss their field trips in small groups.  

 C. Report: Students select two buildings for in-depth research on the buildings and architects and write 
a comparison report using terminology from the handout. (written communication)  

 D. PowerPoint Presentation: to the class. (oral/visual communication) 

Learning Goals: 

What do you aim to achieve with this activity? 

 Get students talking about their subject and have fun doing it. 

 Replace virtual (or book-learning) experience with brick and mortar experience.  

 Develop students’ writing and oral presentation skills using industry terminology. 

Timing: 
At what point in the lesson or semester to you use this activity? How much classroom time do you devote to it?  How much 
out-of-class time is expected?  

 Introduce at the beginning of the semester. 

 Building tour outside class takes approx 2.5 hours. 
 Layout: (I homework assignment)  
 Research and report: (3 homework assignments) 
 PowerPoint development: (1 homework assignment) 
 Oral presentation with PowerPoint: 10 minutes approx. 
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Logistics: 
What preparation is needed for this activity? What instructions do you give students? 

 List of buildings 

 List of terminology 
 
General Education SLOs: 
Which of City Tech’s General Education Student Learning Outcomes does this activity address? 

 Communicate in diverse settings and groups, using written (both reading and writing), oral (both 
speaking and listening), and visual means.  

  

High Impact Educational Practices: 
Which of George Kuh’s High Impact Educational Practices does this activity incorporate? Does it use the OpenLab for open 
digital pedagogy? Does it include place-based learning? Choose all that apply and/or add your own. 
 

George Kuh’s High Impact Educational Practices:  

 First-year seminars and experiences  Common intellectual experiences (core curriculum) 

 Learning communities Writing-intensive courses 

Collaborative assignments and projects  Undergraduate research 

 Diversity and global learning (“difficult differences")  Service- or community-based learning 

 Internships  Capstone courses and projects 

 Open Digital Pedagogy (the OpenLab)  Place-Based Learning 
 

 Other (please describe):   

Assessment: 
How do you assess this activity? What assessment measures do you use? Do you include your evaluation in grade 
calculations? 

 Varies for assignments (For oral presentation: Organization, language, delivery, supporting material, 
central message—per AACU Value Rubric)  

Reflection: 
How has this assignment impacted your teaching? What challenges did you encounter and how did you address them? 
What feedback did students provide? How would you imagine this activity being used in different disciplines? 

 Students want to describe places and people they know. I have only implemented parts of this activity to 

date. 

Additional Information: 
Please share any additional comments and further documentation of the activity - e.g. assignment instructions, rubrics, 
examples of student work, etc. These could be in the form of PDF or Word files, links to posts or files on the OpenLab, etc.  

Could be modified and expanded to involve OpenLab (Premise: A student group has been charged with the 
selection of a contemporary architect to design a new building for Citytech. Students nominate their candidate 
with a one-page supporting document and vote for the winning designer.) Would require a class discussion or 
list of selection criteria. Could be turned into a more collaborative process with small groups of students 
supporting their candidate in a class debate. 

http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/?get_group_doc=4250/1389669133-GenerEducationProposalwithsupplementarymaterialNovember.pdf
http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/?get_group_doc=4250/1386916164-1328036022-Kuh_HighImpactPractices_AACU_2008pages19-21.pdf
http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/
http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/openpedagogyopenlab/
http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/openpedagogyopenlab/
http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/placebased/

