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Acanthus 
Arcade 
Arch, pointed, Roman 
Architect, architecture 
Architrave 
Atrium 
 
Balustrade 
Base 
Bay 
Beam 
“Brolic” 
Brownstone 
Buttress 
 
Cantilever 
Capital 
Chamfer 
Chevron 
Circulation  
Cladding 
Coffering 
Colonnade 
Column 
Composition 
Concrete 
Contemporary 
Context  
Corbel 
Cornice 
Corten (weathering) steel 
Curtain wall 
Curvilinear, rectilinear 
 
Datum 
Density 
Dormer 
Drip molding (hood 

molding) 
Dry stone walling 
 
Eaves 
Eclectic 
Ecology 

Elevation 
Enfilade 
Entablature 
Entasis 
 
Façade 
Facet 
Faux 
Fenestration  
Festoon 
Fluting 
Footprint 
Framing 
Fresco 
Frieze 
Function 
 
Gable 
Gilded  
Glazed, glazing  
Green 
Grid  
 
Half timbered 
Housing 
Hip roof 
Hub 
Historic fabric 

 
Infill 
Infrastructure 
Iconic 
Iron (cast, wrought) 
 
Jamb 
Joist  
Juxtaposition 
 
Keystone 
 
LEED 
Light 
Lintel 

Louver 
 

Mantel 
Mason, masonry 
Mansard 
Massing 
Minaret 
Mortar 
Mortise (and tenon) 
Mosaic 
Motif 
Mullion 
Muntin 
Minimalist 
Monolithic 
Multi-use 
 
Newel 
Niche 
Nave 
 
Oculus 
Opaque 
Orders (Corinthian, Doric, 

Ionic, giant)  
Orthogonal 
 
Parapet 
Parti 
Pedestal 
Pediment 
Pier 
Pilaster 
Piloti  
Pitch 
Plan 
Podium 
Planar 
Plinth 
Polychrome 
Portal 
Porte-cochere 
Portico 
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Prewar, postwar 
Program 
 
Quoin 
 
Rafter 
Ridge 
Riser, tread 
Rotunda 
Rubble 
Rustication 
Residential 
Rural 
 
Scaffold 
Section  
Shaft 
Shingle 
Siding 
Soffit 
Spire, steeple 
Steel 
Site  
Skin (skin and bones) 
Slab  
Solid/void 
Spire  
Starchitect 
Story 
String course 
Stucco 
Structure  
Sustainable 
Symmetry 
 
Technology 
Timber 
Terracotta 
Topography 
Trabeated 
Tracery 
Transom 
Transparent 
Truss  

 
Urban 
 
Vault (groin, ribbed, 
barrel)  
Vernacular 
Voussoir 
 
Zoning 
 

 
 
Building Styles: 

Dutch Colonial, Georgian 
Colonial, Federal, Revival 
(Romanesque, Greek, 
Gothic, Classical, 
Renaissance, Second 
Empire, Italianate) Beaux- 
Arts, Art Deco, 
International 

 
Building Types: 
commercial, industrial, 
institutional, residential 
 

Window Types: 
Bow, bay, casement, double-
hung, clerestory, oriel, sash, 
 skylight, Palladian  

 


