Davida S. Smyth

Biology Textbook Structure: 

For Biology students, understanding the basic structure of a textbook is critical. Most writers of textbooks put each section in for a purpose, to help the reader understand the subject matter most efficiently. By understanding what each part of the textbook is for, it can be easier to study the material and also to realize the value and importance of the textbook. It is there to be a helpful resource.  

Mader’s Biology 11e is structured as follows:

1. Brief Contents
2. A brief History of Biology
3. Metric System
4. Periodic Table
5. Title Page
6. About the Authors
7. Preface: 
• It is the author's attempt to introduce the text to you. 
• It explains why the book was written and to what audience it was written for. 
• It helps to determine how the text is organized. 
• It explains the limitations, if any, of the text. 
• It tells some of the references that the author used. 
• It explains the main emphasis of the text. 
[bookmark: 3]• Learning aids may be included. 
8. Guided Chapter Tour
9. A students guide to Media
10. Teaching and learning tools
11. Overview to content changes
12. Acknowledgments
13. Contents
• It outlines what is included in the text. 
• It lets the reader find areas within the text quickly. 
14. Readings
15. Book chapters – aside from the text there are helpful parts such as:
· Openings to Chapters: 
· They are one of the most important parts of the chapter. 
· They set the tone for what is to follow. 
· They most likely include new concepts and terms that may need to be looked up in order to understand what is being said throughout the remainder of the text. 
· Typographical Aids: 
· Examples include italics, bold, numbers, headings, sub-headings, colored print, etc. 
· They allow the reader to understand what the writer of the text wants to emphasize. 
· Vocabulary Lists / Key Terms: 
· Glossaries allow the reader to understand potentially new terms. 
· Without understanding key terms, it is impossible to completely understand the text. 
· Vocabulary explanations help the reader to understand the context the author is using for each term. 
· Chapter Review Questions: 
· They serve as discussion questions. 
· They let the reader know what areas of study should be focused on. 
· They can help to give the reader an idea of how well they are learning the material. 
· They can be used to determine what areas you should study more thoroughly. 
· Graphic Aids: 
· They may be a better way to show certain examples. 
· Some people learn more effectively though the use of graphics. 
16. Appendix A
17. Appendix B
18. Glossary
19. Credits
20. Index

For next day, take time to examine the above parts of the book structure. Find out what is found in each section and how helpful (or unhelpful each section is). You will have a quiz on this at start of class next day. 
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