
ENG925R
Reading Express

Objectives
Discuss graphic organizers (part 2)

Take Graphic Organizer Test 2



Reading Comprehension
Activity & Discussion



A Gas Station Burns in the Forest

• If you haven’t emailed me your 
completed Homework, do so now!

• Let’s talk about the vocabulary!
• How did you figure out the answers 

for this assignment? 

• How long did it take to find your 
answers?

• Now, let’s talk about exercise E.



Reading for More Detail

With your partner, talk about the questions for 1-8. 
You have 8 minutes!

Now, type in two of the six key terms you felt were 
important to the article.



Final Exam Details

• The exam will have two parts. 

• Part A will be an article of around 500 words. 
• You will be asked to create a graphic organizer based on the article and 

write a summary.

• Part B will be a mixture of reading comprehension and vocabulary 
questions after reading two passages. 
• These will be multiple choice questions.

• If you feel you will need more than 2 ½ hours to complete the reading 
exam on Tuesday, please email me TODAY.



Graphic Organizers, Part 2
Activity & Discussion



Get Organized!
• Remember, that this is one of the skills you’ll need to be able to 

demonstrate in the final exam.

• It’s also a great way to organize your thoughts/notes about reading 
assignments for college.

• We’re going to practice this skill some more today, and learn about 
major versus minor supporting details.



Understanding Major & Minor Details

• There are often two levels of supporting details—major and minor.

• The major details explain and develop the main idea. 

• The minor details help fill out and clarify the major details, especially 
when the major details and the main idea are complex.



Understanding Major & Minor Details

Major Details

General ideas that support the 
main idea of the text.

• Reasons

• Points in an argument

• Points of a comparison

• Explanation of a main idea

Minor Details

Specifics that illustrate support of 
the major details of the text.

• Examples

• Specific details

• Specific situations

• Statistics



A Few Signal Words to Help Identify 
Major vs. Minor Details

Major Details

• First, Second, Third

• One

• Another

• Furthermore

• Moreover

• Next

• Also

• Finally

Minor Details

• For example

• An example is

• For instance

• To be specific

• That is

• This means

• Case in point

• To illustrate



Make a graphic organizer with spaces for:
the main idea, 

major supporting details, 
and minor details.

Main Idea
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Two ways to relate to 
people in our lives

See them as objects See them as subjects

Convenience-store 
salesperson Waiter

Teacher

Woman and her 
gardener



Make a new graphic 
organizer with 

spaces for
the main idea, 

major supporting 
details, 

and minor details.





What is
the main idea?
What are the

major 
supporting 

details 
and minor 

details?



Homework
• Complete Graphic Organizer Test 2. Email the test to me by 

4:30 pm today at readingexpressfysp@gmail.com. 

• Please create graphic organizers like the examples I’ve 
shown. Don’t just send me a list! This shows you are 
understanding how a main idea is different from a major or 
minor detail.

• Reread two of our past Homework Reading Assignments and 
create a graphic organizer for each assignment. Again, create 
graphic organizers!

• Email the completed assignment to me by 1 pm on Thursday. 
(It just can be a picture of your notebook.)

• If you feel you will need more than 2 ½  hours to complete 
the reading exam next week, please email me TODAY.

mailto:readingexpressfysp@gmail.com


Graphic Organizer Test 2
You have the remainder of this class to take the test. You must email it to me by 
4:30 pm. 


