
Language, Culture, and Society
LNG 1100

Week 1
Overview of Linguistics 



Join this course on OpenLab
1. Visit City Tech OpenLab
2. Open an account 
3. Search the course “LNG1100” + “Fall 2018”
4. Join the course and check it at least two times a week for course readings, 

updates and announcements. 

Please (1) join this course on OpenLab and 

(2) purchase the textbook by today.

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/


What is this course about?

Am I going to be a 
linguist? 

Am I going to 
speak multiple 
languages in this 
course? 
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Areas of study

1. Phonetics and phonology
2. Morphology
3. Syntax
4. Semantics and Pragmatics

Linguists speak many languages. 



Phonetics is the study of the production and perception of actual sounds 
of human languages, their production and their perception. 

Phonology on the other hand is the study of sound systems, the 
patterning of sounds.



Vowels

Monophthongs Group A

Group B
Diphthongs



Organs of articulation and vowels



Consonants



Accents can also be the subject of a popular song:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQWbqeYsqp8 (0:38) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQWbqeYsqp8


From linguistics to sociolinguistics
1. What are some accents in the US? What causes “an accent”? 
2. Pay attention to how Awkwafina talks in this trailer of “Crazy Rich Asians”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ-YX-5bAs0  (1:12)

An interesting tweet about the accent:

https://twitter.com/DecolonialBlack/status/1033162120437878784

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ-YX-5bAs0
https://twitter.com/DecolonialBlack/status/1033162120437878784


Areas of study
1. Phonetics and phonology
2. Morphology/lexicology
3. Syntax
4. Semantics and Pragmatics



Vocabulary / Lexicon
Portuguese “thank you” - gender marking 

1. Obrigada
2. Obrigado



Politically correct language 
Understanding the relationship between language use and ideology

 Politically correct (PC) language. Below are some examples of so-called PC language. 
What beliefs about the relationship between language and culture are reflected in the 
suggestion and adoption of or resistance to PC language?  

1. Husband/Wife → Partner 
2. Policemen →  
3. Waiter/Waitress →  
4. Blacklisted → 
5. Disabled → 
6. American Indians → 
7. Merry Christmas → 

Police officers
Server

Differently-abled
Native Americans

Happy Holidays

Banned 



From linguistics to sociolinguistics 
● Can we use “dude” or “guys” to address women?

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/08/guys-gender-neutral/568231/

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/08/guys-gender-neutral/568231/


Areas of study
1. Phonetics and phonology
2. Morphology
3. Syntax
4. Semantics and Pragmatics



Syntax 
The word syntax has been derived from the Greek word Syntaxis, which literally 
means “a putting together” or “arrangement”. It studies how words are combined 
to form a sentence.





Areas of study
1. Phonetics and phonology
2. Morphology
3. Syntax
4. Semantics and Pragmatics



Pragmatics 
Pragmatics is the study of the use of language in context. Pragmatics deals with 
how language is used.





Bailey (1997, 2000)
● Conflicts between Koreans and African Americans 

Face-to-face interaction between Korean immigrant retailers and African-American 
customers in Los Angeles often leaves members of each group feeling as if the other has 
behaved in insultingly inappropriate ways. [Studying liquor store encounters] reveal divergent 
communicative patterns between immigrant Koreans and African-Americans, [which 
explains] negative attributions that they make about each other. I argue that the differing 
forms of participation documented in service encounters - and the ways in which they are 
interpreted - are simultaneously a result of (1) cultural and linguistic differences between 
storekeepers and customers in service encounter behavior and expectations; and (2) social 
inequality in America, which shapes both the local context in which these encounters occur 
and the social assumptions that storekeepers and customers bring to the stores.



Pragmatics - varies from culture to culture, as well as from 
subculture to subculture 
An excerpt from Time magazine:

● My daughter came home from a semester at a small liberal-arts college with a 
new vocabulary—the kind that pundits like to mock these days. Words like 
microaggression, intersectionality, trigger warning, nonbinary and cisgender 
migrated from her campus right into my living room….

● When she told me that her co-op dorm had proposed a ban on any comments 
regarding bodies and appearance—even something nice—I almost laughed. 
"So wait, you can't say, 'Hey, you look great,' to someone?" I asked. Nope, 
said daughter: "There's a risk of it being damaging or hurtful or inviting 
comparison, even if it's complimentary."
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The syllabus



Sociolinguistic Autobiography



Next class Aug 30
1. Please download readings required from Course website on CityTech Open 

Lab https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu

2. Be prepared for the first quiz.

Please (1) join this course on OpenLab and 

(2) purchase the textbook by today.

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu


Language Genealogy and 
Language Families



Quiz #1 (open book)



Language origin and families 
Where does language come from? Did humans all speak the same language at 
one point in time?

  Do you know the story of Babel?



Language genealogy
● Genealogy - the study and tracing of lines of development 
● Language genealogy - the study and tracing of the development of languages
● According to Ethnologue, there are 6,909 languages actively spoken and 

signed.
● We didn’t know if these languages originated from ONE language, but we do 

know that thousands of languages have developed from what was once a 
much smaller number.



Major language families in the world
By population of speakers

1. Indo-European 
2. Afro-Asiatic 
3. Sino-Tibetan
4. Niger-Congo
5. Astronesian

By number of languages in the family

1. Niger-Congo 
2. Astronesian
3. Afro-Asiatic
4. Sino-Tibetan
5. Indo-European 

https://www.ethnologue.com/statistics/family

Other language families: 

Uralic (e.g. Finnish), Turkic (e.g. Turkish), Japonic (e.g. Japanese)

https://www.ethnologue.com/statistics/family




















Language tree - a metaphor/representation of 
development of languages 
● Some languages derived 

from the same “ancestor” or 
“parent” language.

● Linguists have often used 
trees and branches as 
metaphors to explain the 
connections between 
languages

Branches - 
Language groups 
(e.g. Romance, 
Germanic, Slavic)

Trunk - (Proto) 
Language family

Leaves - Modern 
languages



Class activity 1 - Find your language family
Study the handout of language family trees. 

1. Find the language(s) you speak on the map and then identify their language 
families. Are they close relatives?

2. Share your answer with your group. Does everyone’s first language and 
second language belong to the same language family or to different language 
families?



Class Activity 2  
● These are the six official languages at the United Nations:

○ Arabic → Afro-Asiatic 
○ Chinese → Sino-Tibetan 
○ English → Germanic → Indo-European
○ French → Romance → Indo-European
○ Russian → Slavic → Indo-European
○ Spanish → Romance → Indo-European

What is the language group and family each of these languages belong to?



The origin of the term “Indo-European” 

From Encyclopedia Britannica 

Of Welsh parentage, philologist Sir William Jones studied at Harrow and 
University College, Oxford (1764–68), and learned Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Persian. By the end of his life, he had learned 28 languages, including 
Chinese, often by teaching himself. 

He was appointed a judge in Calcutta, India. While he lived there, he became 
proficient in Sanskrit, and found that Sanskrit is in fact related to European 
languages such as Greek and Latin. 

(Philology is the study of language in written historical sources)



Indo-European 



Video: How languages evolve
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWDKsHm6gTA 

1. What factors cause languages to change and to develop? 
2. How can linguists determine whether languages are related? 
3. What are the challenges that linguists face when they try to construct a 

language tree? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWDKsHm6gTA


Think like a linguist - An illustration of comparative 
linguistics

Linguists can look at 
grammar and vocabulary 
to determine if two 
languages are related. 

An example of comparing 
vocabulary words:

Which languages are 
more related?





Lingering questions - 
Geography can’t account for 
variation in the same region

● The case of Finnish 
and Hungarian - Uralic 

● They are not related to 
the languages of their 
neighboring countries.





More lingering questions

● Iran and Iraq are right next 
to each other, but their 
languages (Farsi and 
Arabic) are not related.

● However, names in Farsi 
and Arabic are very 
similar. Do you know why? 



Video: Where did English come from?

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/where-did-english-come-from-claire-bowern

As you listen, try to construct a timeline of how English developed.

1066 Normans’ 
(French 

speaking) 
invasion 

Officials used French; 
Church used Latin, 
Ordinary people used 
Old English

8th (800bc) and 11th 
(1100 century

Vikings (Today’s 
Scandanavians)

Old Norse was 
spoken.

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/where-did-english-come-from-claire-bowern




Checking your understanding
1. English shares many words with _____ because of borrowing.

a. Punjabi
b. Khmer
c. French
d. Navajo

2. English is a member of the _____ language group.

a. Germanic
b. Finno-Ugric
c. Viking
d. Latin



3. We can tell that languages are related to one another because _____.

a. Scribes recorded when the languages split
b. The language was written down
c. They have some similar grammar
d. They show regular consistent changes



The case of English words
● Up to 85-90% of the words in English are borrowed words.
● Guess the origin of the following words:

○ Kow-tow   
○ Baguette 
○ Spaghetti
○ Antique 
○ Yoga
○ Sabbatical 
○ Judge 
○ Sky

● Did English come from German? Was it a German dialect?

➔ Chinese
➔ French
➔ Italian
➔ Latin
➔ Sanskrit
➔ Greek/Latin
➔ French
➔ Old norse



Modern languagesEnglish, German

Proto-Germanic 

Proto-Indo-European 

An undocumented 
parent language (no 
longer spoken)

An undocumented 
parent language (no 
longer spoken)



Next week - Week 3 
Read 

● Denison and Hogg 


