ENG 1121

What Happened? Why Do We Care?
 
The novelist E. M. Forster famously said the following is a story:

“The king died and then the queen died.”

And the following is a plot:
“The king died, and then the queen died of grief.”

Simply put, plot is the sequence of events that make up the story. When you tell someone a story (or anecdote or joke), saying “and then this happened and that happened, and then you’ll never guess what happened next,” you are plotting your story. 

Beginning/Middle/End

Typically a plot has three major parts—beginning, middle, and end.  Each of these sections plays a specific role in the storytelling. There’s an old saying that in telling a story you should: 1) get your protagonist up in a tree 2) throw rocks at your protagonist 3) get your protagonist down. 
Think about “A Scandal in Bohemia.” Let’s see if that plot follows the formula.
Get Your Protagonist Up in a Tree aka the “Beginning”
What’s the exposition/context in the story? 
What’s the inciting incident/scene in the story?
Throw Rocks aka the “Middle”

What’s the rising action in the story? 
Get Down aka the “End”

What’s the climax in the story?
What’s the resolution in the story?
� Adapted from Chapter 2 of The Literary Experience, Compact Edition, 2nd Edition and Gotham Writers’ Workshop teaching materials.





