In this extensive research paper, we utilized internet resources to explore economic development,
cultural preferences, trade policies, textile manufacturing, technology and identify the stage of
development of 11 regions within the continent of Southeast Asia. Our study included Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, to compare the strength and
weaknesses that may promote or hinder retail expansion.

Geography – Southeast Asia
Countries – Brunei, Darussalam, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam

Figure one – South-East Asia – (Geographic Guide, 2018)

Natural Resources
Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, and Malaysia have the world’s largest tin deposits. Tin is a type of
light metal. Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam have many precious gems like
sapphires and rubies, while the Philippines sells many pearls, which are created by a kind of
oyster in the ocean. While minerals are an important part of Southeast Asia’s economy, the region
also has many renewable resources that it trades and sells. Thick, tropical forests have trees like
mahogany and rubber; it is used for furniture and manufactured goods. More than 10% of
prescription drugs are made from products found in the tropical forest. The seas provide a very
important resource in fish, shellfish, and sea plants. Seafood is an important part of any Southeast
Asian diet (Asia Society, 2018).

Figure two – natural resource, Southeast Asia – (Penns Valley, 2018)

Figure three – natural resource, Southeast Asia – (Penns Valley, 2018)
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Figure six – natural resource, Southeast Asia – (Penns Valley, 2018)

Population
Rank

State/Dependant
Territory/Administrative Subdivision

Area
(km2)

Population
(2014)

Capital

1

Indonesia

1,904,569

251,490,000

Jakarta

2

Philippines

342,353

101,649,000

Manila

3

Vietnam

331,210

92,571,000

Hanoi

4

Thailand

513,120

65,236,000

Bangkok

5

Myanmar

676,000

51,419,000

Nay Pyi Daw

6

Malaysia

329,847

30,034,000

Kuala Lumpur

7

Cambodia

181,035

15,561,000

Phnom Penh

8

Laos

236,800

6,557,000

Vientiane

9

Singapore

724

5,554,000

Singapore
(city-state)

10

East Timor

14,874

1,172,000

Dili

11

Brunei

5,765

453,000

Bandar Seri
Begawan

Southeast Asia has a large population of 574,902,047 and it is growing very quickly. Indonesia,
with 230 million people, is the country with the fourth highest population in the world. The other
countries have much lower populations, but together, it is a lot. In general, more people live in
those areas of Southeast Asia that are near water, with rivers or the ocean. Java, an island in
Indonesia is one of the most densely populated islands in the world. Singapore, the smallest
country in size, has the highest population density, with 6,336 people per square mile. The
peninsula has many people who live in the rural areas and work in agriculture. More of the land
on the peninsula is arable, which means land that is good for growing crops. On both the islands
and the peninsula, a lot of people are moving from the country to the cities. This movement is
sometimes hard because it is hard to make sure there are enough resources for all the new people,
especially when the areas are poor. This movement is called urbanization. There are at least 15
cities in Southeast Asia with a population of over one million (World Atlas, 2017).

Brunei Darussalam
Climate
The climate in Brunei is tropical with quite a high humidity. The climate also tends to be uniform
across the country as it is a small place and visitors will see little variation. The country has hot
weather for all of the year. The period between June and September is thought to be the best time
to visit, and there are two monsoon seasons. Heavy rainfall can be expected between October
and February and also from May to June. Although the rain fall tends to be short lived, it does
fall very heavily and so there may be a risk of flash flooding in some areas. The month of
December usually sees the highest amount of rainfall. (Focus, 2018). Darussalam is classified as

tropical. Darussalam has a significant amount of rainfall during the year. This is true even for the
driest month. The average annual temperature in Darussalam is 26.7 °C. In a year, the average
rainfall is 2293 mm. At an average temperature of 27.2 °C, October is the hottest month of the
year. January has the lowest average temperature of the year. It is 26.1 °C. Between the driest
and wettest months, the difference in precipitation is 199 mm. During the year, the average
temperatures vary by 1.1 °C. (Expat Focus, 2015).
Demographics
75% of Brunei's population lives in urban areas, with an urbanization rate of more than 2% per
year. In 2004, the last time during which official records were made, the 66.3% of the population
was Malay, 11.2% was Chinese, and 3.4% was indigenous. Indigenous groups of the Malay race
include Belait, Dusun, Kedayan, Murut, Tutong and Bisaya. Malay is the official language and
Islam is the official religion, with more than 66% of the population adhering to Islam. Other faiths
include Buddhism (13%), Christianity (10%), Freethinkers (7%) and indigenous religions (2%).
Islam heavily influences the culture and laws in the country, and the country is more conservative
than nearby Malaysia and Indonesia. Last year, the sultan of Brunei announced a tough Islamic
penal code would be in place (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Technology in Brunei Darussalam is currently evolving. According to the International Trade
Administration, Brunei has the third highest social media penetration in the world with 86% of
the total population whereas, Facebook and Instagram are frequently used as digital marketing
channels (ITA, 2017). E-commerce is a growing sector. Many local businesses are using
e-commerce and are performing better than companies that are only using brick and mortar. An

increase in online shopping was seen in the last few years as global websites such as Amazon
and eBay (ITA, 2017).
Culture
Brunei Darussalam is 2,226 square miles, with a coastline of about 100 miles on the South China
Sea coast of northwestern Borneo and along the western shores of the southernmost portion of
Brunei Bay (Maxwell, 2018). The official language of the state of Brunei is Standard Malay,
other languages spoken in Brunei include the Chinese, Indian and Native languages spoken by
the minority ethnic groups (Commisceo Global, 2018). During business practices, their
communication style is formal and respectful. Hierarchy is very important and it is respectful to
introduce the most important person on your team first.
Economy
About 36 percent of gross domestic product is based on the exportation of petroleum and
liquified natural gas (Maxwell, 2018). Brunei is the third largest oil producer in southeast Asia.
Brunei has extremely low manufacturing capacity and imports most of its manufactured goods
and food (The Heritage Foundation, 2018). Brunei Darussalam has no personal income tax.
Trade is significant to the economy. Their main trading partners are Japan, the United Kingdom,
and South Korea. Brunei produces about 1 percent of its domestic needs for rice, 11 percent for
fruit, 65 percent vegetables, and some livestock (Maxwell, 2018).
Labor and Employment Practices
A typical work week is Monday through Thursday and Saturday, with Friday and Sunday off.
The largest percentage of those work in construction, followed by wholesale and retail trade, and
then professional, technical, administrative and support services (ITA, 2017). Laws prohibit

employment of children under 16 years old. The skilled labor pool includes both foreign laborers
on short-term visas and Bruneian citizens and permanent residents, who often are well-educated
but who generally prefer to work for the government due to generous benefits such as bonuses,
education allowances, interest-free loans, and housing allowances (ITA, 2017).
Fiber, Fabric and Apparel Production
As stated previously in the Economy section of Brunei Darussalam, there is currently less
manufacturing done in the country compared to before. According to Oxford Business Group
(2013), the textile industry fell 74% in Gross Domestic Profit (GDP), $212 million Bruneian
Dollars (BND) in 2003 to $58 million BND in 2010. Other contributions to Brunei
Darussalam’s textile industry falling was that the World Trade Organization removed the
garment quota system that was applied to smaller countries (Oxford Business Group, 2013;
Gresser, 2004). This meant that countries that were bigger or had more resources would be able
to make and sell an unlimited amount of products. With the end of the garment quota system in
2004, surrounding countries of Brunei Darussalam were making more profit from the change.
Imports and Export Policy
Brunei Darussalam is a member of the Associations of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
meaning trade between the other ten nations has a reduced or no tariff rate (USTR, 2012). As
ASEAN creates trade agreements with nations that are not part of the association, they prioritize
trade with Australia, China, India, Japan, and Korea (Dunseith, 2017). Besides the member
nations of ASEAN, Brunei has also formed trade agreements such as the Trans-Pacific Strategic
Economic Partnership (TPSEP), and Economic Partnership Agreement(EPA) (Foreign Trade

Barriers, 2012). For each trade agreement, the nations involved have an advantage because these
agreements entail that Brunei Darussalam trades with them.
To import and export things in or out of Brunei Darussalam, paperwork must be done. Importers
must provide a bill of lading, shipping delivery order, commercial invoice, packing list, import
permit, customs import declaration, and certificate of origin (Dunseith, 2017). Exporters require
customs exports declaration, insurance certificate,and export permits in addition to bill of lading,
commercial invoice, packing list, and certification of origin (Dunseith, 2017). Thes bill of lading
is similar to a legal contract that states the job of those involved and all the details of the
shipment such as where it is going (Freightquote, 2018). In fact, all of these forms are like
contracts or receipt that would allow the right to import or export.
Below is a chart showing the amount of imports and exports made in August 2018:

Brunei Trade

Last

Previous
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Balance of Trade

283.10

366.70

2971.45

34.10

BND Million

[+]

Exports

762.20

841.00

4137.32

491.10

Million BND

[+]

Imports

479.10

474.30

1165.87

205.70

Million BND

[+]

Current Account to GDP

6.10

9.60

76.00

6.10

percent

[+]

Figure. Import and exports of Brunei Darussalam (Trading Economics, 2018).
Distribution Policy
According to Export.gov’s Brunei-Distribution & Sales page (2017), the products entering the
nation through Muara Port made 98% while the other 2% was imported using air cargo. The
amount of companies that handle and transport these imported products or are in charge of

freight forwarding is fifteen. Logistics companies in Brunei have developed reliable network
connections with established shipping and logistics partners throughout the world, which can
help distributors with finding companies that do jobs such as courier servicing, warehousing,
distribution, crane hiring, etc. (Export.gov, 2017).
Consumption
According to Trading Economics(2018), Brunei Darussalam spends 18% on mineral fuels, oils,
and distillation products making these things the highest amount spent on in the country at a total
of $4.99 billion in 2017.. After this follows optical, photo, technical, and medical machinery at
$143.89 million, organic chemicals at $139.43 million, and Machinery, nuclear reactors, and
boilers at $64.83 million. The three things that Brunei Darussalam spends least on are musical
instruments, parts and accessories at $1.89 M, Toys, games, sports equipment at $1.52 M, and lastly
wood and articles of wood, wood charcoal at $1.51M (Trading Economics, 2018).

Cambodia
Climate
-

November – February: Cool and dry

-

March – May: Hot and dry

-

June – August: Hot and wet

-

September – October: Cool and wet

-

Maximum daily temperatures range from the high 20°C in January to more than 40°C in

April. Daily minimum temperatures are usually no less than 15° C (Mercator Enterprises, 2018).

Demographics
The demographics of the country are very much influenced by the civil war and later genocide,
and 50% of the population is under 22 years old. It also has the most female-biased sex ratio in
the region. Khmer is the official language of Cambodia, coming in with 97% of the population
using it on a regular basis, with other languages at only 3%.Over 95% of the population practices
Theravada Buddhism, the official religion, with an estimated 4,400 monastery temples in the
country. Islam is the main religion of the majority of Malay and Cham’s minorities in the country,
while most Muslims are Sunnis. There are approximately 300,000 Muslims in Cambodia, with
about 1% identified as Christian (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Technology has grown rapidly in the recent years in Cambodia. Cambodia ranks 7th highest
mobile phone connectivity to population in the world (Open Development, 2018). The
government’s plans to diversify the country’s export base from garments into agricultural
processing, light manufacturing, electronics and other areas require an appropriately skilled and
educated workforce using science in education at universities (Open Development, 2018). The
level of foreign direct investment into the sector to date has been low, starving local companies
of the expertise and resources they need to take their business to the next level and expand
internationally (Phnom Penh Post, 2017). Not many foreigners know about the technological
opportunities in Cambodia.
Culture
Cambodian culture stems from indigenous Buddhism and Hinduism. The country lies between
Thailand and Vietnam, on the border of Laos. It is dominated by the wet rice agriculture

economy. The roots of the nation lie in the systematization of wet rice agriculture and the
gradual development of a more extensive political organization that climaxed in the Khmer
Empire in the period 802–1431 (Marston, 2018). During business practices, Cambodians
traditionally greet with a Sampeah, which involves pressing the palms together before the chest
with a slight bow and greeting with a polite ‘Chumreap Suor’, the higher the hands and the lower
the bow, the greater respect (Ministry of Cambodia of the Kingdom of Cambodia, 2018).
Economy
The basis of the economy continues to be rice agriculture, and much of the population farms at a
subsistence level, linked by a relatively undeveloped market system for rice, fruits, and
vegetables (Marston, 2018). Growth rates in the economy remain high, boosted by a garment
industry that is well integrated into the world trading system (The Heritage Foundation, 2018).
There are many commercial activities in the economic sector. Cambodians are known for silk
and cotton weaving, silver and gold jewelry, and basketry. Handmade pottery is sold from
oxcarts that travel from city to city. In rural areas, plows, machetes, looms, fish traps, and
winnowing trays are often made for personal use, although imported factory-made products now
are used more often (Marston, 2018). More than half of the economy is based on agriculture and
farming.
Labor and Employment Practices
The garment industry accounted for 7 percent of the labor force. Working conditions in the
garment industry is very hazardous. Workers face poor ventilation and heat, chemical exposure
and fumes, while their living conditions may be threatened by malnutrition due to low minimum
wages and living standards (Open Development, 2018). According to the Ministry of Labor, the

minimum wage for the garment sector in 2016 rose to US $140 and the minimum monthly wage
for 2017 was $153 and for 2018, $170 (Open Development, 2018). Cambodia’s wages remain
significantly low.
Fiber, Fabric and Apparel Production
Cambodia’s silk industry was thriving for many years until drastic historical and political events
affected the industry. Under circumstances such as World War II, Cambodian- Vietnamese war,
Khmer Rouge period, etc. Cambodia's silk and artisan industry has drastically declined due to
loss of a knowledgeable population. An article from 2010 (Marks) states that there was said to be
signs of the silk industry flourishing in the future due to the quality being better to that of China,
but another article proves this wrong. An article written in 2014, four years after the previously
mentioned article says that production of silk in Cambodia is nearly extinct (Beitch, 2014). The
fashion industry demands 400 tons of silk, but only one ton is produced by Cambodia a year
(Beitch, 2014). According to the executive director of Artisan’s Association of Cambodia, “the
production of golden silk is very little because our villages use chemicals on their rice crops and
in agriculture, which badly affects the silkworms [resulting] in people changing from this work
to things like growing cassava or migrating to other countries like Thailand,” (Beitch, 2014).
Over the past few years, there has been more of a focus on re-building artisanry in Cambodia.
Organizations now go to Cambodia to help support the community while they learn from others
such as grandmothers about the process of crafting with silk (Cambodia Uncovered, n.d.). Here
they learn how to harvest their own silkworms, how to dye, and weave it as well (Cambodia
Uncovered, n.d.) Even though these communities are working hard to redevelop this old
handcraft, machinery still out works the speed in making these products.

Distribution Policy
Cambodia has a very lax approach to imports, exports, and distribution.The main method of
distributing items is by building shopping centers or malls. The total number of malls in
Cambodia is expected to rise from 10 to 27 by 2019 (Export.gov, 2018).
Consumption
According to Trading Economics (2018), the top four things to be imported into Cambodia
during 2016 were knitted or crocheted fabric worth $2.20 billion, Vehicles such as cars, etc. at
$1.14 Billion, mineral fuels, oils,and distillation at $1.10 billion, and man made staple fibers
worth $972.45 million product. The consumption of liquified petroleum gas (LPG), which is
most likely a contributor to the mineral fuels, oils, and distillation section, grew 23% in 2017
(Hathiramani, 2018). This is due to hotels,resorts, and malls being built and LPG being used to
help make them (Hathiramani, 2018). The last three items on the chart seen in Cambodia Imports
by Category graph by Exports.gov (2018), are impregnated, coated, or laminated textile fabric,
then fertilizers, followed by a section named footwear, gaiters,and the like. The consumption of
impregnated textile fabric was $120.98 M, Fertilizer spendings was worth 118.10 M, and
footwear, gaiters and the like spendings totaled to $109.41M during the 2016 (Trading
Economics, 2018).
Imports and Exports Policy
As many of the ASEAN member nations do, Cambodia’s top import sources besides other
ASEAN members include Thailand, China, Vietnam, Hong Kong, and Singapore (Dunseith,
2017). Imported goods made up $15.3 billion while exports made up $16.1 billion in USD

(Dunseith, 2017). The countries that Cambodia exports to mostly are the United States, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, and Vietnam (Dunseith, 2017).
Before importing or exporting, importers and exporters must complete registration with the
Department of Business Registration using the Automated System for Customs Data known as
ASYCUDA (World Trade Organization, 2017). This requires importers and exporters to use
their Taxpayer Identification Numbers.Next, they need to register their Value Added Tax (VAT)
accounts with the General Department of Taxation (Dunseith, 2017). Once the goods have
arrived importers must show customs import declaration, commercial invoice, packing list; road
transport document (if arriving by land), bill of lading (if arriving by sea), import permit,
insurance certificate, tax certificate, certificate of origin, and Company Registration (Dunseith,
2017).For exporter, they must provide Customs Export Declaration;Commercial Invoice;Packing
List;Road Transport Document (if departing by land);Bill of Lading (if departing by sea);
Terminal Handling Receipts (if departing by sea); Insurance Certificate; Export Permit; and
Certificate of Origin (Dunseith, 2017).

East Timor
Climate
Temperatures in the dry season, from May to November, average 20°–33° C (68–91° F). The
weather during this season is pleasant and dry. Around October or November, oppressive
humidity arrives, and monsoon cloud activity builds up. The wet season, from December to April,
sees average temperatures of 29°–35° C (84–95° F), with heavy rains and flooding. In the

mountains, day temperatures are warm to hot, but are cool to cold at night. Earthquakes, tsunamis,
and tropical cyclones occur. (Advameg, Inc.2018).
Demographics
The term Maubere was used by the Portuguese to refer to native East Timorese and usually used
as a synonym for the uneducated and illiterate, although it is now used as a term of pride.
Maubere have many different ethnic groups, many of which are of mixed Malayo-Polynesian and
Melanesian/Papuan descent. The largest Malayo-Polynesian group are the Tetum (100,000), who
live around Dili, followed by the Mumbai (80,000) in the mountains, the Tukudede (63,000)
around Liquica and Mau Bara, the Galoli (50,000), the Kemak (50,000) in north-central Timor
Island, and the Bai keno (20,000). The main groups of Papuan origin are the Bunak (50,000) in
the central region of Timor Island, the Fataluka (30,000) near Lospalos and the Makasae at the
eastern end of the island. There is also a large population of people of mixed East Timorese and
Portuguese origin called mesticos, and a small Chinese minority. Timor-Leste is one of just two
predominantly Roman Catholic countries in Asia, along with the Philippines. As for a religion,
East Timor is made up of Roman Catholic 90%, Muslim 4%, Protestant 3%, Hindu 0.5%, an rest
is Buddhist. There are about 16 indigenous languages, of which significant numbers of people
speak Tetum and Portuguese is the official language. They also speak Galole, Bahasa Indonesia,
Mambae, English, and Kemak (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Under Indonesian rule, telecommunications were cut off. Recently, Australia established a
cellular telephone network for East Timor. As of 2004, there are two daily newspapers and three
weeklies, with circulation (Encyclopedia, 2018). The PBS channel, Public Broadcast Service, has

a radio station and a television station broadcast only in Dili and Baucau. In 2005, there were
1,000 internet users with 200 internet service providers (Encyclopedia, 2018). Other cities are
still working on advancing technology and telecommunications.
Culture
The culture of East Timor is influenced by Portuguese, Roman Catholic, and Malay. Education is
still relatively new in East Timor. Schools were built in 2001, with a system of six years of
primary education and six years of secondary education. The literacy rate as of 2001 is 48% of
the population of ages 15 and over (Encyclopedia, 2018). However, education is still continuing
to grow. Poetry stays very traditional as a form of learning literacy. Craftsmanship is widespread
as they weave traditional scarves (East Timor Government, 2012). Their scarves are a sign of
welcoming.
Economy
East Timor is one of Southeast Asia’s poorest countries. After East Timor became independent
from Indonesia in 2002, the country struggled to gain political stability. The government has
expended to build basic infrastructure, including electricity and roads, but the country’s limited
experience in procedures are delaying those infrastructures (The Heritage Foundation, 2018).
There is a shortage of skilled labor workers in the economy. Many challenges occur when
starting a business because East Timor includes incomplete regulatory systems. The government
aids most of the country, therefore, foreign trade is crucial in East Timor. Oil and coffee are their
main natural resources and act as their significant exports.

Labor and Employment Practices
There is no minimum wage rate established. The monthly wage rate is $85, which employers use
as a minimum standard (Encyclopedia, 2018). Agriculture is a significant source to East Timor.
Coffee serves as a cash crop and 60% of the country’s coffee is being produced, which accounts
for 25% of the country’s GDP (Encyclopedia, 2018). There are forms of child labor present.
Children engage in agriculture, industry, and services. According to the Department of Labor,
some children are trafficked from rural areas to the capital, Dili, and are subjected to commercial
sexual exploitation, domestic work, or forced labor (Department of Labor, 2017).
Overview of Children’s Work by Sector
and Activity
Sector/Industry

Activity

Agriculture

Cultivating and processing coffee†
Growing vegetables and other crops
Fishing,† including work on boats and
repairing nets

Industry

Construction,† including brickmaking
Operating weaving and knitting machines

Services

Domestic work†
Street work, including vending, begging, and
scavenging
Shop keeping and selling goods in markets

Categorical Worst Forms of Child Labor‡

Commercial sexual exploitation and forced
domestic and agricultural work

† Determined by national law or regulation as
hazardous and, as such, relevant to Article
3(d) of ILO C. 182.
‡ Child labor understood as the worst forms
of child labor per se u nder Article 3(a)–(c) of
ILO C. 182.
Figure 1. Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2016, published by UNESCO Institute
for Statistics, 2018.

Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Distribution
According to Mahanaim Garments (2016), most of the garments in Timor-Leste are imported
from Indonesia, China and Singapore spending up to $22.5 million a year. A small bit if the
garment industry in Timor is made up of small Tais cloth weaving. Tais cloth is a ceremonial
cloth that is made of usually colorful hand dyed cotton for any occasion or event such as
wedding or even funerals (Lush, n.d.). Making this fabric takes a long time and requires a lot of
labor so the volume is small (Mahaim Garments, 2016).
Imports and Export Policy
East Timor is one of the only Southeast asian countries not involved in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Rastogi, 2018). This means that they do not have the same network of
countries to work with. According to World Bank Group (2018), $53 million is the amount of
exports and $514 million is the amount of imports in 2013. This means the amount of imports
coming into Timor Leste outnumbers the amount leaving the country.
Consumption
East Timor imports most of their things from other countries. The top 4 items imported in 2013
were Petroleum oils,then worn clothing and other worn articles, automobiles with engines, and
diesel powered trucks . For Petroleum the total imported was $141,512.74 million. For worn
clothing, imports were worth $31,929.33 million. Automobiles made up $16,455.26 million
worth of exports. Lastly, diesel powered trucks made up $16,204.39 million of exports (World
Bank Group, n.d.).

Indonesia

Climate
Sumatra - dry season between May and September. The sun shines 12 hours per day, as Sumatra
is situated around the equator. Java - The raining season in Java is from October until March.
Only in the wet season is the chance of rain bigger than at other times of the year. Bali - has a
similar climate to East Java and has therefore, apart from the mountainous regions, low rainfall
during the dry season, which is from April to November. Lombok and Sunda Islands - dry period
from April/May until October. January and February are the wettest months on the Sunda
Islands, but even during monsoon season, it is not raining the whole day. Sulawesi - lies on the
separation line between the monsoons; the Southern part of the island has the opposite season of
the Northern-east part. Rainy season is from October until March. The temperature in Sulawesi is
between 25 and 34 degrees. The sun shines 12 hours per day, because Sulawesi lies on the
equator. In the mountains in the middle of Sulawesi, it is possible to have rain during the
summer months. The mountains catch the clouds and you will often have rain in the late
afternoon for one or two hours. The Northern part of Sulawesi has its wettest season during the
summer months. The coastal areas have oppressive heat the whole year around – only a little sea
breeze will cool you down. In the mountains, it is more pleasant and in the evening, it can be
very cold. Kalimantan has a lot of rainfall in the tropical forest. The center of the mountains is
the wettest area and the Southern part of the island is the driest. In November and December, the
South and the West have the most rain. The wet season is from October until June and the dry
period is from July until September. In the dry season, it is still possible to have some rain, but
only in the late afternoon for around an hour or so. The sun shines 12 hours per day. Papua has

its wettest months from December until March. January and February have the heaviest rains.
Dry season in Papua is from April until November. (Mercator Enterprises, 2018).
Demographics
Indonesia has more than 300 distinct ethnic and linguistic groups, although the largest and most
dominant in terms of politics are the Javanese at over 40% of the population. Most Indonesians
are descended from Austronesian-speaking people. Another major ethnic group are Melanesians
who live in the eastern part of the country. Other major ethnic groups include Sundanese (15.5%),
Malay (2.27%), Madurese (3.03%), Batak (3.58%), Minangkabau (2.73%), Batali (2.88%),
Bantenese (1.97%), Banjaras (1.74%), Balinese (1.67%), and Makassarese (1.13%). Chinese
Indonesians account for about 3% of the population but they are influential, controlling most of
the country's wealth and commerce. In addition to this diverse population, Indonesia is also the
world's most populous Muslim-majority country, as just over 87% of Indonesians declared
Muslim on the 2010 census. 9.87% are Christian, 1.69% are Hindu, 0.72% are Buddhist and
0.56% practice other faiths. The Indonesian constitution grants religious freedom although the
government only officially recognizes Islam, Protestantism, Roman Catholicism, Buddhism,
Hinduism, and Confucianism. There are more than 700 languages spoken in Indonesia. Bahasa
Indonesia, a form of Malay, is the official language and is used mostly in education, media,
commerce, and administration. Most people in Indonesia actually tend to speak other languages as
their primary language however (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Indonesia is the largest spender on information technology in Southeast Asia. They are the
world’s 4th largest mobile market. Indonesia has a predicted annual growth of 50% which gives

retailers the opportunities to develop mobile platforms and boost e-market growth (Temasek,
2017). Technology is on the rise, giving companies a chance to expand into the Indonesian
market. The current e-commerce market has different sellers providing goods for purchase
through social media. The e-commerce market is also similar to the United States market,
flooded with buyers, cautious of retailers and online payments (Temasek, 2017).
Culture
Indonesian culture is multicultural. They have the largest Muslim population in the world,
among other religions in their population, such as Hinduism, Islam, Protestantism, Catholic,
Buddhism, and Confucianism. Belief systems are still common in Indonesia. Many communities
still live traditionally and practice beliefs of their ancestors such as animism, dynamism, and
totemism (Putri, 2018). Indonesians always find ways to input traditions into situations. Some
companies still consult traditional calendars or spirits to determine a good day for business
(Putri, 2018). When doing business in Indonesia, it is important to respect their etiquette.
Business relationships in Indonesia must be given time, and numerous visits are necessary to
complete business transactions (Kwintessential, 2018).
Economy
Indonesia has Southeast Asia’s largest economy. Foreign trade is crucial for the economy. As the
world’s biggest producer of unrefined palm oil and the second largest producer of coal, cocoa,
and tin, opportunities exist across retail sectors and industries due to the abundant natural
resources (Kwintessential, 2018). Indonesia’s textile and clothing industry is open for business
globally as well. Textile companies made investments to keep up with international industry
standards to gain recognition for sustainable and eco friendly production (Global Business

Guide, 2014). This gives Indonesia a boost in the market to attract global fashion brands due to
their quality, ethical practices, and quick production.

Labor and Employment Practices
The Indonesian labor market is open and flexible. Employment usually fluctuates, as
demonstrated in the table. There is a slow growth rate due to skill shortages (Allen, 2016). Due
to protests, the minimum wage has increased in 2016 to $244 USD. Minimum wage fluctuates
between the regions (ITA, 2017). Global fashion brands that are sourcing from Indonesian
factories, often do not follow the minimum wage requirements.

Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
Due to a rise in the cost of cotton, many fabric manufacturers are turning to synthetic fiber and
cotton blends to reduce cost of production (Data Consult, 2012). Indonesia has a sufficient
amount of petrochemical derivatives which are used to make synthetic fabrics and fibers such as

polyester and rayon (Global Business Guide Indonesia, 2012). This gave Indonesia the
opportunity for its synthetic fiber industry to grow, producing 1.3 million tons of it in 2011
which is almost 8% more than the previous year (Data Consult, 2012).
Distribution Policy
Indonesia has a formal method of distribution involving distributors,agents, and many other
intermediaries (Export.gov, 2017). Stocking distributors are a bit hard to find because they are
weary of taking responsibility for the carrying charges involved in warehousing (Export.gov,
2017). Corruption on the borders of Indonesia also makes it hard and expensive to trade (GAN,
2018). With extra charges added on almost every part of warehousing and already unclear
customs procedures, warehousing in Singapore is considered a better option (Export.gov, 2017;
GAN, 2018). The corruption in Indonesia makes it an unfavorable place to trade in.
Consumption
Consumption in Indonesia is expected to rise in the following years. Though, in the past years
household consumption has fallen to 5%, this consumption still makes up 57% of the nation's
economic growth (Indonesia Investments, 2018). According to Roy Mandy, the Chairman of the
Indonesian Retailers Association, retail sales will rise to up to 25% this year during Idul Fitri
with malls adding discounts to their stores (Indonesia Investments, 2018). Since the retail sale is
expected to rise 25%, the household consumption will also rise due to this.
Import and Export Policy
Indonesia has a very strict imports policy. Importers must obtain customs identification numbers,
personal identification numbers, and importer identification numbers (Rastogi, 2018. The
importer identification number is especially needed in order to import along with an importing

license that directly fit the object being transported. After registration, importers are required to
notify customs when the package is on its way by scanning and submitting import documents
electronically and the imports will be inspected as well (Export.gov, 2017).
An exporter is required to provide their taxpayer identification number and one of the following
four business licenses; Trade license (SIUP), Manufacturing license, PMA licence (BKPM), or
Exporter identification number (APE) (Hong Kong Trade, 2018). The bill of lading, pro-forma
invoice, commercial invoice, certificate of origin, and packing list are also needed in addition to
the identification number and the business license (Export.gov, 2017). As importers and
exporters send things through Indonesia, there is also mostly an additional charge or “gift” due to
the corruption.

Laos
Climate
Laos has a tropical monsoon climate with two distinct seasons: May to October is the rainy
season and November to April is the dry season. It gets hottest in March and April when
temperatures can reach as high as 38C/100F. The lowest temperatures, usually in December, are
around 15C/59F. The average temperature is between 25C/77F and 30C/84F (Mercator
Enterprises, 2018).
Demographics
The people of Laos are usually considered by their location as this relates to ethnicity. The
lowland people (Lao Loum) account for about 60% of the country's population and are ethnic
Lao. This group is descended from migrants who came south from China during the first

millennium. 10% belong to other lowland groups. The Mon-Khmer tribes, known as Lao Theung,
inhabit the central and southern mountain areas. These are the indigenous inhabitants of northern
Laos, although there are some Vietnamese, Chinese and Thai minorities. Lao Theung accounts for
30% of the population. The Lao Soung, or highland people, include minority cultures such as the
Hmong, Yao, Dao, Shan and other peoples who have lived in this isolated region for some time.
The mountain tribes of mixed heritage include the Lau and Khmu people, who are indigenous to
the region, The Lau people are endangered. The Lao Soung account for 10% of the population.
Laos also has the youngest population of any Asian country with a median age of 21.6 years
(World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Laos lacks development in technology innovation. The Ministry of Science and Technology are
still performing research in policy making and implementation. The main areas of research are
focused on ecology, biotechnology, and renewable energy and materials. The mission is to
reduce poverty with innovative technologies and become a more developed country (SEA,
2015). Laos has partnered up with Microsoft in 2017 to transform the country for sustainable
development and develop more businesses. The Microsoft Empowerment Plan is working with
government agencies in overcoming challenges to speed up competitiveness and modernization
using technology (Kommasith, 2018). Research in technology developments will continue to be
conducted until Laos reaches full potential.
Culture
Laos is a very diverse country. There is a distinct French influence that can be found throughout
the country. The French have an influence on the food as well, such as bread. The people of Laos

find it very disrespectful to eat food using your left hand. During their leisure time, Laos has
many celebrations and festivals, which are now becoming more common (Global Aware, 2018).
The education system is slowly developing. The current literacy rate is 50%. According to
Global Aware (2018), traditional temple schools were built in the 1600s to educate boys to
increase basic literacy throughout the country. It wasn’t until 1975 that all individuals were able
to attend schools.
Economy
Laos is highly dependent on foreign investments. Laos is characterised as the least developed
country in the United Nations. They rely on hydropower, textile industries and tourism for much
of its income (Hays, 2014). The labor force depends on agriculture and farming for most of its
GDP. According to Hays (2014), Economic growth has reduced poverty rates from 46 percent in
1990s to 26 percent in 2010.
Labor and Employment Practices
In 2014, the World Bank reported that nearly half of Laos has low skilled workers in the labor
force. They established stricter funds on hiring foreign workers to increase the skills of Laos
workers. According to the International Trade Administration (2017), child labor laws are very
strict and under any circumstances are prohibited so there is no interference with a child’s
wellbeing. An International Labor Organization project in 2015 and 2016 trained labor
inspectors in basic practices, with focus on the garment industry (ITA, 2017). This law
established health and safety conditions but are still inconsistent.

Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
Due to the emergence of other major export commodities from Laos such as mining, electricity
and electronic parts, the garment industry in Indonesia is declining (Nolintha, 2016). Most of
Laos garment industry completes the cut, make and trim jobs that the industry needs (Nolintha,
2016). Because most of these jobs are sub-contracted from bigger neighboring countries, the
industry does not make much of a profit since these bigger nations are usually more capable of
creating more garments.
Distribution Policy
Goods entering Laos enter by air, road and sometimes by river (Export.gov, 2017). If distributors
wish to send goods through railroad, there is only one railroad available at the moment. There
are plans to create a railroad linking Kunming in Yunnan province of China to Vientiane, Laos
(Export.gov, 2017). Because there are not many well-developed road systems and basic
infrastructure in Laos, this makes distributing outside of the main urban areas in Vientiane,
Luang Prabang, Savannakhet, and Pakse difficult, time-consuming, and costly (Export.gov,
2017). As Laos continues to make more forms of distributing goods, city areas will be the easiest
place to distribute.
Consumption
Most of Laos consumption is due to the mining and electrical industry growing. The top four
items being imported into in 2016 Laos are electrical and electrical equipment ($649.71M),
mineral fuels, oils, and distillation products ($599.22M), vehicles ($586.90M), and machinery,
nuclear reactors, boilers ($357.98M). The least imported items are optical and technical

machinery ($31.28M), furniture, lighting signs, prefabricated buildings ($26.31M), and cotton
($23.05M) (Laos Imports by Category, 2018).
Import and Export Policy
Importers and exporters must receive different types of licenses depending on what they are
importing/exporting. Exporters can either receive an automatic license for logs, timber, and
wood products, rice, and minerals and mineral products; or a non-automatic licensing for logs,
timber, and wood products sourced from natural forests and gold bars (Dunseith, 2017).
Importers need an automatic licensing for road vehicles, petroleum and gas, rice, etc. while a non
automatic license is needed for Guns and bullets, industrial explosives, and gold bars (Dunseith,
2017).
When it is time to import/export, importers need to provide commercial Invoice, carriers report,
packing list, copy of business license, copy of tax registration, Import customs declaration, and a
copy of exporter license when their goods arrive (Dunseith, 2017). Exporters need to show the
bill of lading, commercial invoice, packing list, road transit document, export customs
declaration,copy of tax registration, copy of business license when their goods are leaving
(Dunseith, 2017). Once these documents are provided on both ends, the goods will continue to
their destination.
Malaysia
Demographics
The population of Malaysia was 28,334,135 according to the 2010 census. This made Malaysia
the 42nd most populated country in the world. Malaysia consists of people of different cultures
and religions. Only 50.4% of the population is Malay, and the rest is Bumiputera, Muslim, and

other ethnic groups including majorities and minorities. Malaysian nationality is only given to a
child whose parents are both Malaysian. Dual nationality in Malaysia is not allowed. The infant
mortality rate in 2012 was 14.57 deaths per 1000, and life expectancy at birth in 2012 was 75
years in Malaysia. Five percent of the government social sector development budget is spent on
health care to develop Malaysia into a medical tourism destination. Peninsular Malaysia has an
urban population of 70%. This area consists of approximately 25 million Malaysians, and the
population is mostly concentrated here. Kuala Lumpur is the capital and is the center of financial
and commercial activities. A city named Putrajaya was constructed in Malaysia to normalize the
growing population in Kuala Lumpur and is now the seat of government. Malaysia is estimated to
have about 6 million migrant workers because of a rise in labor-intensive industries. It is
estimated by the Sabah-based NGOs that out of those 6 million migrant workers, about half are
illegal migrants. Refugees and asylum seekers are also found to be living in Malaysia, so
Malaysian officials are working on enforcing its immigration law (World Population Review,
2018).
Technology
Most of Malaysia's technology development depends on foreign investors. They are interested in
high end engineering and development. In Malaysia, technology starts in schools. Primary
schools are providing students with wireless and network devices (Pearson & Tran, 2013).
Salaries in technology are 90% higher than average. Hi-tech companies such as DHL, Shell, and
HSBC are going to Malaysia and provide over 9,500 jobs. Technology is evolving to make
improvements in the country.
Culture

Malaysia is a multicultural society. Family is considered the center of the social structure.
Families socialize within their own ethnic groups. The concept of “face” is huge in this culture.
It's a personal concept that embraces qualities of good name, good character, in terms of family,
school, company, and the nation (Commisceo Global Consultancy Ltd, 2017). During business
practices, it is important to remain friendly, yet formal because Malays are culturally savvy.
Their communication style is non-verbal communication and silence is an important factor
within communication. Silence demonstrates thought to any questions and respect.
Economy
Malaysia is considered an upper-middle class economy with the desire to attract many
investments within the production of technology, and goods and services (The Heritage
Foundation, 2018). They wish to enhance competitiveness so their trade regime is open.
Malaysia is the leading exporter of electronics and information technology products. In this
chart, it shows how dependent Malaysia is on exports.

Malaysia’s GDP on total exports (Ho, 2012).

Labor and Employment Practices
The labor force are from ages 15-64 years old. There is no mandated minimum wage standard.

Monthly Labor Force Survey in Malaysia (Department of Statistics, 2018).
Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
Malaysia’s textile industry makes cotton, polyester, rayon, and other synthetic materials (Textile
Infomedia, 2015). Malaysia is the third largest foreign exchange earner making up 1.7% of
exports (Textile Infomedia, 2015). According to Nick (2018), the textile industry consists of
68,000 workers and 970 registered garment and textile factories. Many brands such as Tommy

Hilfiger,Burberry, Adidas, and Ralph Lauren manufacturer in Malaysia because of their great
textile processing, knitting, weaving, and altogether fabric quality (Nick, 2018; Textile
Infomedia, 2015). By the end of 2018, the Malaysian textile and apparel RM$12.3 billion
industry will be worth RM 641.2 billion (or $160 billion in USD) ( Nick, 2018).
Distribution Policy
According to Export.gov (2018), Malaysia there are many ways or sales channels used in order
to distribute a product or service. If one is selling major equipment to corporations, the public
and private sector require a local presence and local agents while being interviewed by a
corporate leader (Export.gov, 2018). As for a more retail based approach ,many hypermarkets
are being created in order to give the customers one place to shop (Hong Kong Trade, 2018).
Another popular distribution method is E-commerce because of the 22M Malaysians using the
internet, making up 68% of the population (Banco Santander, 2018). For companies taking this
route of distribution, this means they will not have to pay for the retail store therefore increasing
their profit.
Consumption
The private consumption rate in Malaysia is expected to rise which will also raise the economy
(The Business Times, 2018). The spendings of households will rise because wages will improve
as well as employment (The Business Times, 2018). As the consumption of households
increases, so should that of the industry. According to The Business Times (2018), Malaysia, the
world's second-largest exporter of liquefied natural gas will slow down.As of 2017, related items
such as mineral fuels, oils, and distribution products has $24.74B worth of imports, making it the

second most imported product on the Malaysia Imports chart. Above this is electrical equipment
making up $54.37B of the consumption in Malaysia (Trading Economics, 2018).

Import and Export Policy
In order to export products to Malaysia , the invoice, packing list, delivery letter, catalogue,
insurance certificate, bill of lading, letter of credit, and permit,proof of fare payment are needed
(Export.gov, 2018). Exporters from Malaysia also needed to have an import declaration,
commercial invoice, bill of lading, packing list, and certificate of origin (Dunseith, 2018).
Because Malaysia is a member nation of ASEAN, when interacting with other member nations,
the tariffs are lowered or non-existent on many goods (Dunseith, 2018). This means that those
countries not involved in ASEAN have their own tariff policies with Malaysia.
Below is a graph showing how much imports and exports go through Malaysia during 2018:
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Figure 2. Imports and exports of Malaysia (Trading Economics, 2018)

Myanmar
Climate
Myanmar has three different seasons, there are advantages and disadvantages to each: November
– February (winter) - The most popular season because of the low temperatures (evenings in the

mountains can be cold – 10 degrees Celsius) while the chance for rain is less. Daytime
temperature is around 30 degrees Celsius. March – May (summer) -The whole country can be hot.
Around 35 degrees Celsius. June – mid October (The Green Season) - The temperatures drop
until about 25 – 30 degrees Celsius. (Mercator Enterprises, 2018).

Demographics
The country is very ethnically diverse with 135 ethnic groups recognized by the government.
There are at least 108 ethnolinguistic groups in Myanmar. The Bamar account for around 68% of
the population, followed by the Shan (10%), Kayin (7%), Rakhine (4%) and overseas Chinese
(3%). Ethnic minorities in the country prefer to be called ethnic nationalities to fight against the
proliferation of the dominant Bamar people. Other ethnic groups include the Mon (2%), overseas
Indians (2%) and the Kachin, Chin, Anglo-Indians, Nepali and Anglo-Burmese. Religion in
Myanmar is spread across Buddhist with 87.9%, Christian 6.2%, Muslim 4.3%, Animist 0.8%,
Hindu 0.5%, other 0.2%, and none at 0.1% of the population. The official language used is
Burmese, with some ethnic groups using their own languages (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
There is an improvement within mobile penetration within Myanmar. More than 80 percent of
the population is digitally connected through smartphones (Fujita, 2017). According to CNBC
(2017), Myanmar's tech scene may be attracting more attention, foreign investments into the
country have slowed down broadly because of uncertainty over economic reforms. Myanmar is
currently wishing to improve their digital platforms for more investments to come.

Culture
Myanmar, also known as Burma, is associated with the traditions of Bamar ethnic majority and
Buddhism. The people of Myanmar take things very seriously. Criticism is often taken to the
heart. They usually solve every situation with emotional investment, rather than objective
analysis (ISE, 2018). This can be an issue during foreign business practices. However, they are
very patient and relaxed due to their Buddhist following.
Economy
The economy is based on agriculture. Majority of the population is involved in the agricultural
sector, such as processing, marketing, transporting, and exporting agricultural goods (Britannica,
2018). About half of the land is devoted to rice, which is made in the dry zone. The country’s
GDP relies on the country’s climate. Irrigation is required in order to achieve this land
successfully. Other products are also being produced such as cotton, fish, sugarcane, and fruits.
Labor and Employment Practices
The current minimum wage is K450 per hour ($0.84 USD). This rate is based on a daily 8 hour
work day. Workers are not permitted to work more than 8 hour days or 44 hour work weeks. The
Child Law states that children can volunteer in work, however no one under the age of 14 years
old can be employed (Chau, 2017). Children cannot work more than 4 hours a day and not in
between the times of 6:00pm- 6:00am. They also cannot work in hazardous conditions.
Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Distribution
According to Textile today (2016), Myanmar’s clothing industry will grow in the following
years. This country thrives in woven textiles, its history going back to the 9th century
(Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018).Previously, pure silk was used to make the weft and wrap

(Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018). Now, 90% or more total garment manufacturing done in Myanmar is
woven products (Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018).Myanmar does not have many raw materials so they
import them for garment production (Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018). This means that for their woven
products,they are most likely not using silk and are using different fibers.
Distribution Policy
Myanmar has fragmented and unreliable distribution networks outside of its urban areas
(Export.gov, 2018). One of the biggest distribution centers in Burma is Yangon which imports
goods by water and air . In Yangon International Port Terminals 85% or more of imports and
exports pass through there (Export.gov, 2018). According to the government export company, a
container terminal will be constructed by the end of 2018 in Thilawa SEZ (Export.gov, 2018).
By the time this new terminal is constructed there will be most likely almost twice as many
imports and exports going through Myanmar.
Consumption
The amount of imports made in Myanmar during 2018 consists of USD$1,431.27M . These
imports break into many different contributors, four of them the first being mineral fuels, oils,
distillation products, second being vehicles other than railway, tramway. Third being machinery,
nuclear reactors, boilers, and lastly, electronic equipment . The mineral fuels section makes up
19% or $3.58B of the total consumption . The vehicle section is worth $2.21B and the next
section is worth $1.70B. The last section, electrical equipment, makes up $1.32 billion of
imports. This makes the last of the fours 6.8% of Myanmar’s consumption (Trading Economics,
2018).
Import and Export Policy

In order to import or export within Myanmar, importers and exporters must register with
Directorate of Investment and Company Administration (DICA) and the Department of Trade
(Dunseith, 2017).After this, both parties must also become a part of the Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Dunseith, 2017). To import to Myanmar, importers need
to provide the import licence, invoice, bill of lading, cargo release order, terminal handling
report, packing list, technical standard and health certificate, and recommendation from
concerned ministry when goods arrive (Dunseith, 2017). The last two items are only if it is
required and does not apply to all imports. To export out of Myanmar, exporters must provide
an export license, invoice, bill of lading, packing list, sales contract, shipping instructions, letter
of credit, and sample of goods when shipping the items (Dunseith, 2017). For export goods
requiring it, some may need a fumigation certificate, phytosanitary certificate, or a
recommendation from concerned ministry (Dunseith, 2017). As Myanmar is also a member of
ASEAN, tariffs are agreed upon between nations and other nations follow their own rules.

Philippines
Climate
The Climate of the Philippines is either tropical rainforest, tropical savanna or tropical monsoon,
or humid subtropical (in higher-altitude areas) characterized by relatively high temperature,
oppressive humidity and plenty of rainfall. The seven warmest months of the year are from
March to October. The winter monsoon brings cooler air from November to February. May is the
warmest month, and January, the coolest. (Silent-Gardens, 2006).

Demographics
Religion in the Philippines is heavily influenced by its history as a part of the Spanish Empire. As
well as naming the country after its King (Philip II), Spain also exported its religion, and today
around 81% of the country's citizens are Roman Catholic Christians. Of the remaining people,
11% are from other Christian denominations and around 5.6% are Muslim, mainly based in the
southwest area of the country. Although the official language of the Philippines was, for many
years, Spanish, the legacy of the American administration during the first half of the 20th century
has been that its two official languages today are English and Filipino derived from Tagalog
(World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
The Philippines is the leading source of technology start ups. The financial district, Bonifacio
Global City, is a modern place completed with luxury condos, malls, and skyscrapers. The
industry’s fastest growing sectors are those employing advanced skills, such as data analytics and
mobile app development (Relander, 2018). Innovation is growing rapidly to strengthen the
country’s economy. This is a billion dollar industry and university graduates are advancing in
engineering and technology, where this sector will continue to grow.
Culture
The culture of the Philippines derived from the cultures of Spain and the United States. The basic
social unit of the country is family. They often work in the same environment as their family

members, and celebrations are very important to the culture (gpi, 2015). Christmas is their most
loved celebration. According to Globalization Partners International (2015), they bring in
Christmas on December 24th, with “Noche Buena”, a spanish term for midnight meal.

Economy
The Philippines is one of Asia’s strongest performers to date. Taking on inflation has been their
priority in 2018. The prices of all goods and services are rising. Prices rose to 6.4 percent in
August 2018 (International Monetary Fund, 2018). According to the following chart, it illustrates
the economic growth throughout the years.

(International Monetary Fund, 2018).

The next chart demonstrates the rate of inflation of goods and services for supply and demand.

(International Monetary Fund, 2018).
Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
According to New Cloth Market, (2018), the textile industry died before it was able to really start
due to the high cost of electricity. There are signs of its growth as China slows down on garment
and textile production (New Cloth Market, 2018). As production companies like I Love TayTay
Garment Producers , say their business is thriving, they also believe it will spread to the rest of
the country (Russell, 2018). Though the industry may be growing, there needs to be more
labourers, especially sewers (Russell, 2018). And since most garment production companies are
small and can not afford the high labour cost of the country, they move to other ASEAN

countries (Russell, 2018). If this pattern continues, the prediction that the Philippines garment
industry will grow will not come true.
Distribution Policy
Importers and distribution companies of the Philippines are located in the capital, Metro Manila
(Export.gov, 2018). The ports in Manila/ Northern Luzon are one of the most chosen destinations
for foreign ships. This is why most international cargo dealings are located in
Manila(Export.gov, 2018). The main international port operator in the Philippines is the
International Container Transport System, Inc. which operates the Manila International
Container Terminal (MICT) in Manila (Export.gov 2018). The other export channel used in the
Philippines is trucking. Because there is so much trucking done,Trucks are not permitted on
major roads during rush hour or % am to 8 pm to reduce the amount of traffic (Export.gov,
2018). For distribution, it is suggested to use local stocking distributors. Their job is to sell an
amount of product according to the contract created.
Consumption
In 2018, the highest amount in Philippine Imports during 2017 was the electrical and electronic
equipment worth $21.54 Billion (Trading Economics, 2018). A contributor to this is the high
electricity cost. The second highest was machinery, nuclear reactors, and boilers worth $21.54
Billion (Trading Economics, 2018). Third highest thing consumed was mineral fuels, oils, and
distillation products at 11.23B (Trading Economics, 2018). Vehicles was another contributor to
consumption, the Philippines spending $8.69 billion (Trading Economics, 2018). One reason for
this amount is because of all the trucking companies needing to deliver with trucks.
Import and Export Policy

Like many other countries of Southeast Asia, registration for importers and exporters is required.
Importers must get an import clearance certificate then create an account with the Client Profile
Registration System (CPRS). When it comes time to pick up goods, importers need to show the
packing list, invoice, bill of lading, import permit, customs import declaration, and the certificate
of origin. For exporters, they also need to register through the CPRS and receive a unique
registration number. When their products or goods depart, exporters must show the packing list,
invoice, bill of lading, export license, customs export declaration, and the certificate of origin
(Dunseith, 2018).

Singapore
Climate
Singapore is near the equator and has a typically tropical climate, with abundant rainfall, high and
uniform temperatures, and high humidity all year round. Many of its climate variables, such as
temperature and relative humidity, do not show large month-to-month variation. However, many
variables exhibit prominent diurnal (or daily) variations from hour to hour, indicating the strong
influence that solar heating has on the local climate. Singapore’s climate is characterized by two
monsoon seasons separated by inter-monsoonal periods. The Northeast Monsoon occurs from
December to early March, and the Southwest Monsoon from June to September. Monsoon surges,
or strong wind episodes in the Northeast Monsoon flow bringing about major rainfall events.
Sumatra squalls, an organized line of thunderstorms travelling eastward across Singapore, having
developed over the island of Sumatra or Straits of Malacca west of us; Afternoon and evening

thunderstorms caused by strong surface heating and by the sea breeze circulation that develops in
the afternoon. (Meteorological service Singapore, 2018).

Demographics
As of the end of June 2012, the Island’s population stood at 5.31 million, making it the second
densest sovereign state in the world behind Monaco. It is a multiracial and subsequently
multicultural country, with a majority of the population being Chinese. 74.2% of Singapore’s
population is Chinese with Malays accounting for 13.2%, the second largest but distantly placed
community in the country. Indians also comprise part of the minority group and account for only
9.2% of the population. The Malays are acknowledged as the indigenous community in the Island,
although they primarily are descendants of the post-1945 migrations from Malaysia and
Indonesia. Mahayana Buddhism is the most widely followed religion in the Island, although its
followers do not form a majority in the country. There are significantly lower-sized groups of
Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and those with no religion at all that add up to displace
Mahayana Buddhism as a majority in Singapore. The Island has four official languages:
Mandarin, Malay, Tamil and English. English is used as a mandatory language in schools and is
the main working language in Singapore.
Technology
As of today, 80 of the top 100 tech firms in the world have a presence in Singapore. Singapore is
ranked the most innovative country in Southeast Asia. They have a strong IP protection, so it
makes it easier for companies such as Amazon and IBM to roll out projects there first before
becoming global (Economic Development Board, 2018). These conditions make Singapore a

perfect candidate for IT and technology companies to expand in Asia. English is one of the four
official languages spoken in Singapore, making it easier for the United States and European
companies to expand.

Culture
Singapore is very diverse in culture. There are various ethnic influences. There are various
languages, religions, and traditions prevalent throughout the country. The country is based on
peace and social harmony, so there are many unusual fines that the government issues if broken,
such as gum chewing, spitting, jay walking, smoking inside, and taking drugs (InterNations, n.d).
Even taking the smallest amount of specific drugs, one can face the death penalty.
Economy
According to Forbes, Singapore is ranked #9 best countries for business as of 2017. They are a
highly developed and free market economy. Unemployment is very low. The economy depends
heavily on exports of consumer electronics, information technology products, medical and
optical devices, pharmaceuticals, and on its vibrant transportation, business, and financial
services sectors (Forbes, 2017). The government is attempting to continue to attract investments
and continue efforts as Southeast Asia’s leading country of financial and technology.
At a Glance
● GDP Growth: 2%
● GDP per Capita: $53,000
● Trade Balance/GDP: 19%
● Population: 5.9M

● Public Debt/GDP: 113%
● Unemployment: 2.1%
● Inflation: -0.5%

Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
Non woven fabrics are the largest textile in the Singapore textile industry along with technical
textiles and cotton fabrics (Textile Infomedia, 2015). Singapore is known for being one of the
largest textile markets of apparel in Southeast Asia (Textile Infomedia, 2015) . Due to its
location and natural resources, many fashion and textile companies are based in Singapore.
Before the textile industry blossomed, the garment manufacturing in Singapore dispersed to
other countries (Ying, 2015). This is due to the lower cost of producing clothing or garments in
neighboring nations.
Distribution Policy
Singapore has one of the simplest distribution policies of the Southeast Asian countries. Stocking
distributors are usually the main option for selling because they are contracted to resell goods to
retailers. If the importer has their own retail store, the goods can be sent automatically to the
importers retail store location (Export.gov, 2018).
Consumption
The household consumption in Singapore has stayed at 38% GDP since 2012 (Staff Reporter,
2016) . Two reasons for this consistency could be because of the big property investments made
or the massive level of debt people have in the country (Staff Reporter, 2016). The people of

Singapore tend to invest a large amount of money into land. That way the value will increase
throughout time.

Imports and Exports Policy
In order to import within Singapore, the importer must make sure they have correctly classified
their goods under the Singapore Customs Database. After this, they activate their customs
account using their unique entity number to register with the Accounting and Corporate
Regulatory Authority (ACRA). Step 3 requires importers to register for the Inter Bank GIRO
account along with the precious registration. A form of security such as finance company
guarantees can be given to operate licensed premises. The second to last step requires one obtain
a customs Import permit using the TradeNet system. To finally import the cargo, importers must
show the invoice, the packing list, and the bill of lading or the equal to customs (Shira &
Associates, 2016).
Exporting out of Singapore requires less paperwork and registration than importing does. Like
with imports, exporters also have to make sure the goods they are sending are not restricted by
the Singapore Customs Classification database. The exporter must also obtain a unique entity
number and then use the TradeNet system to receive an export permit. When exporting the
goods, exporters must show their export permit, invoice, packing list, and bill of lading (Shira &
Associates, 2016).
Thailand
Climate

The Thai climate is controlled by tropical monsoons and the weather in Thailand is generally hot
and humid across most of the country throughout most of the year. While Thailand’s seasons are
generally divided into the hot season, cool season, and rainy season, in reality it is relatively hot
most of the year. The weather in central, northern, and northeastern Thailand (the landlocked
provinces) is determined by three seasons, whereas the southern, coastal regions of Thailand. In
Thailand’s inland provinces, the seasons are defined: Between November and May, the weather is
mostly dry and the cool season and hot season occur from November to February and March to
May respectively. The southern, coastal region of Thailand really has only two seasons – rainy
season and dry season. Winter Season (November – February) The weather in Thailand around
the central, northern, and northeastern regions is mostly cool and dry between November and
February, consequently these are the most popular months to visit Thailand. Considering its
location in the tropics however, the Thailand climate is quite warm most of the year and
genuinely “cool” weather really only occurs in the northern mountains, while areas like Bangkok
and Ayutthaya receive perhaps only two or three weeks of “cool” weather in late December or
early January. The southern region of Thailand really has only two seasons – “rainy” and dry, not
technically experiencing “cool” weather, per se, but featuring glorious sunshine without
unbearable heat, beginning in late November and continuing onto April or May. Summer Season
(March – June) the weather in Thailand classified as the hot season lasts from March to June
when higher relative temperatures and occasional rain are the norm. Around the inland areas,
including Bangkok and Ayutthaya, this often means punishing heat and high humidity. Monsoon
Season (July – October) lasts from July to October and is dominated by the southwest monsoon,
during which time rainfall in most of Thailand is at its heaviest. (Mercator Enterprises, 2018).

Demographics
There is a diverse range of ethnic groups within the country but for the purposes of the overall
Thailand population, these have only really been separated into three main groups. Estimates
claim that of the total population, 75% were Ethnic Thai, 14% were Thai Chinese, and 3% were
ethnically Malay. The remainder of the population falls into small minority groups including hill
tribes, Khmers and Mons. The official language of Thailand is Thai, with over 90% of the
population using the language daily in their home and work lives (World Population Review,
2018).
Technology
Thailand has been working to develop the technological factor for global opportunities. Millions
flock to Bangkok, the largest city in the country, resulting in the growth of 5 million in 1999 to 9
million of the population in 2010, and has a projected growth of 11 million by 2033 (Hitachi,
2018). Bangkok is home to 9.5 million cars, resulting in congestion in traffic. Technology plays

a role to help advance social innovation (Hitachi, 2018).

Culture
Thailand is divided into four regions, where each region has their own distinct cultural features.
However, Thai culture is deeply influenced by religion. 95% of the country is Buddhist and this
plays a role in their daily lives. The most important values that Thai people hold to are respect,
self-control, and a non-confrontational attitude throughout the country (Reach to Teach, n.d). It
is viewed very negatively to show one’s emotions in public. According to Reach to Teach (n.d),

another concept that is very important in Thai culture is sanuk, which is a wide-reaching idea
that embodies the sense of humor that is so central to life in Thailand.
Economy
According to the World Atlas, the main industries that dominate Thailand are the automotive
industry, and among other sectors include, garments and textiles, electronics, and tourism (Sawe,
2017). Thailand also depends on the agricultural sector which produces rice, corn, sugarcane,
coconuts, and rubber. Thailand’s exports were valued at $214.37 billion in 2015 that included
rice, garments and textiles, computers, integrated circuits, footwear, automobiles, refined
petroleum, rubber, and fishery products (Sawe, 2017). Thailand is heavily dependent on exports
of these industries and products.
Labor and Employment Practices
The minimum wage in Thailand is about $10 a day, 300 baht. Many people have multiple jobs in
order to make money. Factory workers are usually women. Textile workers in garment factories
usually work up to nine hours a day for $2, and six days a week, which is considered a lot.
According to the International Labor Organization (ILO) about 1 million children in Thailand are
victims of labor abuse (Hays, 2014). Some of them are used to smuggle contrabands, forced to
work in the sweatshop industry, or sex industry.
Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
The country of Thailand has enough resources to supply the entire textile industry. They have
expanded their manufacturing range to include their basic silk and cotton to different synthetic
and natural fibers, fabrics, and textiles for the industry. Thailand also tries to use less hazardous

chemicals in order to not harm the environment when dying fabrics and fibers. Apparel
producers in Thailand create many woven and knitted garments. These garments range from
intimate clothing to sports clothing for all genders (ThaiTradeUSA.com, 2010).

Distribution Policy
Distributing goods in Thailand can be done in two ways; the exporter sending their goods to a
Thai importer who then distributes it to the end user or the exporter can ship directly to the
person who will be the end user. It is recommended that if the exported good is something like
machinery that needs extra care from the exporter after completing distribution, a Thai import
should be there to help them as quickly as possible. The fact that the local importe is close by
will help the customer feel more comfortable with the company and the product. A way to
distribute consumer goods in Thailand is by the exporter sending the items to a Thai importer
who then sends it to a Thai retailer where a customer will buy it. The other way is by sending
the goods to a wholesaler after sending it to an importer, and then continuing to the retailer and
end user. The last option would be for the exporter to ship the goods to a retailer where it is
bought by the end-user. Perishable items usually take route #1 while low priced item go through
route #2. With the help of a wholesaler, the items have a better chance of penetrating the market
better (Export.gov, 2018).
Consumption
The top imported item in Thailand in 2017 is electrical and electronic equipment making up 17%
of all the consumption (Trading Economics, 2018). This 17% is equal to $32.88 billion in USD.
The second most consumed item is mineral fuels, oils, and distillation products which is 16% of

all consumed items or $31.31 billion (Trading Economics, 2018). The third group of products
being consumed most is pearls, precious stones, metals, and coins which is worth 7.6 % which is
$14.59 billion of imports (Trading Economics, 2018). This is due to Thailand having a
flourishing fine jewelry industry (Oxford Business Group, 2018). The least consumed item group
in Thailand is items related to tanning, dying, or pigment (Trading Economics, 2018). It is worth
$1.45 billion in USD.
Import and Export Policy
The import policy of Thailand has relaxed more over the years . Import licenses are now needed
for 26 types of goods compared to 42 types in 1995 (Export.gov, 2018). To import items such as
raw materials, petroleum, textile, agricultural products, etc. a license is needed (Export.gov,
2018). Before importing or exporting, a tax may apply to the goods depending on if it is part of
the list on the Integrated Tariff Database (Shira & Associates, 2016). When importing and
exporting items, customs import and/or export forms are needed for their respective purpose
alongside the basic shipping documents which are commercial invoice, packing list, bill of
lading/airway bill, and letter of credit (Export.gov, 2018). While the paperwork is being read,
there is also an inspection of the goods going on (Shira & Associates, 2016). Compared to other
countries, the Thailand approach to importing and exporting goods is equal on both sides of the
process.
Vietnam
Climate
The South of Vietnam has three somewhat different seasons: hot and dry from March to
May/June; rainy from June/July to November; and cool and dry from December to February.

April is the hottest month, with mid-day temperatures of 33°C (91°F) on most days. During the
rainy season, short downpours can happen every afternoon, and occasionally streets can flood.
Temperatures range from stifling hot before a rainstorm to pleasantly cool afterwards. Mosquitoes
are most numerous in the rainy season. December to February is the most pleasant time to visit,
with cool evenings down to around 20° (68°F).
In the Central regions, it is hotter in summer and cooler in winter; from the milder conditions
further south starting in Da Nang. From September until February, the central regions have
northeast monsoon conditions with often-strong winds, large sea swells and rain. These
conditions make it a difficult time to travel through Central Vietnam. Normally summers are hot
and dry. The North has four distinct seasons, with a comparatively chilly winter (temperatures can
dip below 15°C/59°F in Hanoi), a hot and wet summer and pleasant spring (March-April) and
autumn (October-December) seasons. However, in the Highlands both extremes are amplified,
with occasional snow in the winter and temperatures hitting 40°C (104°F) in the summer
(Mercator Enterprises, 2018).
Demographics
This is arguably one of the most diverse countries on earth when it comes to ethnicity splits and in
fact, the Vietnamese government recognizes no less than 54 ethnic groups within the country. The
World fact book gives us a breakdown of Kinh (Viet) at 85.7%, Tay 1.9%, Thai 1.8%, Muong
1.5%, Khmer 1.5%, Mong 1.2%, Nung 1.1%, Hoa 1%, other ethnicities 4.3%. In terms of
religious preferences among the population of Vietnam in the World Factbook, we see Buddhists

at 7.9%, Catholic 6.6%, Hoa Hao 1.7%, Cao Dai 0.9%, Protestant 0.9%, Muslim 0.1%, no
preferred religion 81.8% (World Population Review, 2018).
Technology
Technology is currently booming in Vietnam. Vietnam is close to having 14,000 IT businesses
present in the country including hardware, software, and digital content (Marvin, 2015). With
their large population, Vietnam has various universities where graduates specialize in these
fields. These universities are very competitive and only take a certain amount of students per
year. This sector is growing the economy with modern infrastructure.

Vietnam's IT Services Workforce chart (Marvin, 2015).
Culture

In Vietnam, family and clan are valued more than individualism. Under Nguyễn dynasty, people
had very limited options of what they can wear and the colors that can be worn. The common
people of the country had greater freedom to choose their clothing prior to this dynasty.
Traditional clothing consisted of a cross-collared robe worn by men, and a four part dress for
women (Nag, 2018). Vietnam now has more freedom and has become more diverse.
Economy
Vietnam has had rapid economic development growth within the last 30 years. They have
transformed from a poor nation to a lower-middle income country. Vietnam today is a
significantly more educated and healthy society than twenty years ago (World Bank Group,
2018). Vietnam has a mixed economy that continues to expand at an annual growth rate of 7%.
Labor and Employment Practices
There is a gap between wages and productivity. Industries with slow productivity growth such as
mining, post and telecommunications, and transportation, have seen wages grow faster than
productivity (Das, 2018). In 2017, the average salary was VND 6.6 million ($290 USD). The
workforce accounts between the ages of 15-39. There is a lack of skilled workers in the segment,
which makes it a challenge to attract and develop investments.
Fiber, Fabric, and Apparel Production
According to Fibre2Fashion.com (2018), Vietnam’s textile and apparel industry is becoming a
manufacturing competition with China. The textile industry is ranked the second largest in
Vietnam and contributed to $24.5 billion during 2014 (Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018). To produce
the best textiles, Vietnam partners with India to receive polyester wool fabric, polyester filament

yarn, and other synthetic fabric and fibers (Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018). If the country was more
self-reliable when it came to getting their own materials, Vietnam’s textile industry would easily
be the top in the country. Through this partnership brings in synthetic materials, Vietnam is one
of the countries that is trying to contribute to making the fashion industry more sustainable and
eco-friendly. This was decided upon as to boost their tourism industry and make sure their land
stays beautiful and least affected by pollution (Fibre2Fashion.com, 2018).

Distribution Policy
Due to the commitments Vietnam has with the World Trade Organization, distribution services
from all over the world are accepted in Vietnam. There are still restrictions regarding what
foreign distributing companies can work with, some of them being
cigarettes,newspapers,magazines, precious metals and stones, drugs, etc.. When foreign
companies are distributing through wholesaling, they need to carefully examine investment
certificates to make sure the potential reseller is licensed to do this job. Another method of
distribution foreign companies is to have a retail store in Vietnam's developing shopping centers.
One retail outlet is allowed, but anymore than that is subject to approval (Export.gov, 2018).
Consumption
According to the Vietnam Imports by Category graph, the top item groups consumed during
2016 are electrical, electronic equipment,then machinery, nuclear reactors, boilers, after that is
plastic, and the fourth is iron and steel. The first group of items make up 27% of consumption
which equals $47.73 billion. The second group is worth $20.72 billion or 12%. Plastic

consumption in Vietnam totaled to $10.95 B and the iron and steel items totaled to $9.11 billion.
Most of the items on the list are because of the major industries in Vietnam (Trading Economics,
2018).
Imports and Exports Policy
To conduct importing and/or exporting business in Vietnam, interested companies must register
with the Department of Planning and Investment and then get an investment certificate.
According to Shira & Associates (2017), most goods being traded do not have import duties but
some exports might have import duties. Luxury goods tend to receive high import duties but
most goods do not have them. Import/export duties declarations are required upon registration of
customs declarations with the customs offices. Even though import duties are not guaranteed to
be on all goods, There are taxes applied to almost all the goods, but the amount varies. Consumer
and luxury goods, for example, have a high ax while machinery and raw materials have a lower
tax. Ordinary taxes are applied to countries that do not have trade agreements with Vietnam,
preferential taxes are applicable to countries with most favored nation treatment in trade with
Vietnam,and special preferential tax rates apply to countries that do the same to Vietnam. Most
of the nations that apply special preference tax rates to Vietnam are also members of ASEAN.
When exporting, Vietnam export taxes range from 0% to 45%. Reasons for tax exemption are
goods temporarily imported to be re-export and vice versa, goods related to petroleum industry
and scientific research, etc.(Shira &. Associates, 2017).

