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The Summary  

Before Grease was released as a film in 1978, it was an off-Broadway musical during 

1972 created by Warren Casey and Jim Jacobs (True Grease, 1972). The story takes place during 

1959, focusing on two high school lovers (Sandy Olsson and Danny Zuko). During the 1970s, 

the musical theater business was suffering due to New York City’s deteriorating community but, 

Grease was one of the few musicals to survive because of its relatable characters and its 

nostalgic effects (Block, et al., 2014). Seeing potential in the musical at one of its first showings 

in New York, Allan Carr (future Grease 1978 producer) decided to make Grease 1972 into a 

musical film and brought the idea to Paramount pictures (Callahan, 2016). 38 years later, the 

FOX Broadcasting Company creates live musical on television combining both ideas from the 

off-Broadway show and the movie (Carter, 2014). 

The original Grease from 1972 took place in 1959 Rydell High  in Chicago, Illinois but, 

was changed to California in the 1978 film, much to Jim Jacobs (one of the authors of Grease 

1972) disappointment (Newmark, 2010). Jacobs and Casey (co-author of Grease 1972) wrote the 

musical based on Jacobs (who is an ex- Greaser) experiences with friends during his graduating 

year (1960), in Taft High School in Chicago (Newmark, 2010). The story focuses in on the 

Rydell High’s resident Greaser, Danny Zuko, and Sandy Olsson, the school new australian Good 

Girl , during their senior year (Ebert, 1998).The summer before school started,  they met and fell 

in love with each other at the beach (Carr, Stigwood, & Kleiser, 1978).  At the end of the 

summer, instead of going back home to Australia like she thought she would, Sandy stayed in 

California and started attending Rydell High (Carr, Stigwood, & Kleiser, 1978). While singing to 

her new friends about her “boarding school” summer lover (Danny Zuko), her friends, 
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recognizing the name, introduced her to the real Danny Zuko who actually attended Rydell 

High(Carr, Stigwood, & Kleiser, 1978). Throughout the year, Sandy and Danny attempt to 

change themselves in order to fit in and save their relationship (Grease Plot Summary, 2016). 

When it’s time for the Rydell Graduation Carnival, they are singing and dancing around the 

stands and games with their friends, celebrating the end of an eventful year and hoping for the 

best in their future (Carr, Stigwood, & Kleiser, 1978). 

In Grease LIVE (2016), the storyline is similar to Grease 1978 with a few dashes of the 

original 1972 musical and changes that have a more modern style. The biggest difference is the 

show was performed live in front of a studio audience which made it feel more like a broadway 

show (Grease Live! Recap, 2016). FOX took advantage of showing the musical live on camera 

by performing many scenes on different sets, helping the audience feel like they are watching 

Grease 1978 being filmed and allowing the actors to sing and dance on a wider stage (Grease 

Live! Recap, 2016). Alongside the Songs from Grease 1978, were a few songs from the 

off-Broadway musical like “Freddy, My Love”, “Those Magic Changes”, and “It’s Raining on 

Prom Night” accompanied by two original Grease LIVE songs (Gomez, 2016). These songs were 

played in the background of a few scenes in the 1978 film (Gomez,2016). Most of the modern 

changes were part of the way the performance was displayed. At the beginning Jessie J (a pop 

star) sang “Grease is the Word” while showing the cameras backstage and different sets (Grease 

Live! Is the Word, 2016). Another thing that had a modern touch was the “Grease lightning” 

performance, which had women dancers suddenly take part of it to make it more entertaining for 

the audience (Platt, Kail, & Rudzinski, 2016). Towards the end of the show, the cast performed 
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“We Go Together” while racing their way to where the Graduation Carnival was and closed the 

show with individual bows to the audience/ carnival attendees ( Platt, Kail, & Rudzinski, 2016). 

The Outfit: Grease (1978) 

Sandy’s transformation outfit wasn’t introduced until the end of the movie during the 

chapter 16 and 17, the Rydell Graduation Carnival (Carr, Stigwood, & Kleiser, 1978). After the 

final bell rang, announcing the end of the school year, all the students rushed out of the school 

and onto the football field where the carnival took place. Three of Danny’s friends are walking 

through the stands and games when they see Danny no longer strutting in a T- Birds leather 

jacket but in a Rydell letterman cardigan.. After being questioned for his change in wardrobe, he 

explains it was for Sandy and it was a change that would have to happen while becoming an 

adult (Carr,Stigwood, & Kleiser,1978). After coming to terms with his change, whistles and 

hoots bring their attention to a brand new Sandy. With a “tell me about it, stud” (Carr, Stigwood, 

& Kleiser, 1978), Sandy changed from a good girl with flipped hair, no makeup, and a white tea 

length dress to a bad girl with big curly hair, a black skin tight outfit, and a cigarette hanging off 

her red lips. Sandy performs in this outfit until the end of the movie, where she sings and dances 

to “ You’re the One That I Want” (chapter 16)  and “We Go Together” (chapter 17) then leaves 

with Danny in a flying car. 

The Outfit: Grease LIVE (2016) 

In the live FOX version of Grease, Sandy is wearing a similar outfit to the one in Grease 

which was also shown at the Rydell Graduation Carnival. The carnival starts off in the gym area 

for convenience and later moves on to a bigger set where more carnival rides and stands are 
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filled with the audience also acting as the student body (Hamedy, 2016). As Danny’s friends 

look around at the various game and food stands, they notice Danny swagger their way in his 

new letterman cardigan. He decided to change himself for his relationship with Sandy. The 

camera then turns to Sandy at the entrance of the gym, giving a good view of her new look. 

Everyone in the gym gawked at Sandy as she seductively walks towards Danny who couldn’t 

believe his angel could turn into a little devil. Sandy , similar to Grease 1978, wore a figure 

hugging all black outfit, rebellious curly hair, red lipstick, but minus the cigarette. As in Grease 

1978, Sandy wears this outfit while singing and dancing to “You’re the One that I Want” and 

“We Go Together” with danny and her friends until the FOX broadcasting ends (Platt, Kail, & 

Rudzinski, 2016). 

The Garments: Olivia Newton-John 

In Grease 1978, Olivia Newton-John plays Sandy Olsson. There was no name for the 

outfit but, Newton-John’s outfit during the Rydell Graduation Carnival consisted of a leather 

motorcycle jacket with red lining, a snug black off the shoulder top, and black sharkskin trousers. 

By putting the garments together, the outfit creates a 1960s pin up look to not only represent a 

new Sandy but also a new year. With the pin up look to her outfit , Newton-John’s character 

appears stronger, sexier, and more independent, exactly what Sandy wishes for in her future. Due 

to the popularity of the trousers in the movie, there are no sources stating what date or where 

most of the garments came from except for the trousers. In the article Olivia Newton-John to Sell 

Grease Outfit for Charity (2012), Newton-John states “they were made in the '50s and we made 

the movie in the late '70s so they were already 25 years old when I wore them".  
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Figure 1. Olivia Newton-John, Sandy Olsson costume from Grease 1978. 

The Garments: Julianne Hough 

For Grease LIVE 2016, Sandy is played by Julianne Hough. Similar to the film Grease               

1978, no name was found for the outfit. The outfit, similar to Grease 1978, had a leather jacket                  

and a tight fitting off the shoulder shirt but, instead of Snakeskin trousers Hough wore disco                

pants by American Apparel with a thick belt (Julianne Hough’s Sexy Sandy Leads Grease Live               

to Five Star Reviews and High Ratings After Dodging Torrential Rain and Overcoming Sound              

Issues, 2016). In an article by Bentley (2016), William Ivey Long (costume designer for Grease               

LIVE) admits "the final look is 100 percent his. My version of his, but that's his. Most of the rest                    

of it we've done variations on a theme, but the final look I call my homage to Albert Wolsky…I                   



 
 
 

8 

copied it exactly. I told him I was doing it". The pants were once again the only garment that was                    

documented. 

  

Figure 2. Julianne Hough, Sandy Olsson costume during Grease LIVE 2016  

The Costume Designer: Albert Wolsky 

Albert Wolsky is the costume designer for the film Grease in 1978. According to Albert 

Wolsky Biography (2016), Wolsky was born in Paris, France during the year 1930. After 

graduating from City College of New York, he started working for a travel agency  and then 

decided to follow his dream of being a costume designer at age 30 (Albert Wolsky Biography, 

2016). His first job in the industry was as an assistant to Helene Pons (a popular costume 
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designer for theater) during the original Camelot broadway showing (Albert Wolsky Biography, 

2016). By working with Pons, other costume designers noticed his work and through the years he 

started to work with more experienced designers. After 6 years of helping other designers, 

Wolsky decided to design costumes for broadway shows by himself. In 1968, Wolsky decided 

his experience in the broadway production industry was enough to start costume designing in 

films and created the costumes for the movie The Heart is a Lonely Hunter. Before designing for 

Grease 1978, he created costumes for Harry and Tonto (1974) and Next stop, Greenwich Village 

(1976) which helped solidify as the costume designer of choice for 40’s and 50’s  costumes 

(Albert Wolsky,2016). After Grease 1978 , Wolsky won two Oscar Awards for the movies All 

That Jazz (1979) and Bugsy (1991) (Albert Wolsky,2016). 

The Costume Designer: William Ivey Long 

William Ivey Long is the costume designer for Grease LIVE on FOX in 2016. According 

to William Ivey Long Biography (2016), Long was born in North Carolina in the year 1947. He 

graduated from The College of William and Mary  with an undergraduate degree for history and 

his Master's degree for stage design at Yale University School of Drama. He is well known for 

designing the costumes for The Producers (2005), Hairspray (2007), and Rodger and 

Hammerstein’s Cinderella (2013).Long creates costumes for on-broadway shows, off-broadway 

shows, and films. He has won more than 15 awards for the movies and broadway shows he has 

designed for. Long has created garments for Mick Jagger, Joan Rivers, various choreographers , 

and many more.  Long is currently a American Theatre Wing Chairman.  
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The Fabrics: Grease (1978) 

Due to the fact that Olivia Newton-John (who played Sandy Olsson) kept the garments 

from Grease 1978 and they weren’t available to the public, there isn’t much research on the all 

the garments (Olivia Newton-John Has Planted 10 Million Trees: 25 Things You Don't Know 

About Me, 2016). I did not find any information on what the off the shoulder shirt was made out 

of but, Sandy Olsson’s jacket was a leather motorcycle jacket and the pants were made of 

sharkskin fabric . Because leather is made out of animals which are protein the motorcycle jacket 

is considered a natural fabric (Other Materials - Leather, 2015). The sharkskin fabric pants are 

made of both wool staple fibers and silk which is a filament fiber. Sharkskin is considered to be a 

natural fiber because wool and silk are both protein fibers meaning they come from animals. 

There was no information on how the leather motorcycle  jacket was constructed. As for the 

sharkskin pants, they were not made by Albert Wolsky since they are 25 years old. The zipper 

had broken over time and in order to close the pants Olivia Newton-John had to be sewn into 

them (Wihlborg, Chi, & Hammel, 2010). 

 Before the leather motorcycle jacket can be made it has to be prepared. According to 

Animal Magic- How Leather is Made (2004), the hide is taken off the animal's body and then 

submerged in a solution or “sprinkled with salt” to stop the hide from decaying. When the hide is 

brought to the tannery, the salt or solution is removed along with the animal hair which is 

removed with a solution of  sodium sulphide and lime juice for a few days, causing the leather to 

become easier to probe (Animal Magic- How Leather is Made, 2004). After soaking for two 

days, the lime is taken off the hide and then the hide is slathered in a treatment to make the 

“skin” smoother (Animal Magic- How Leather is Made, 2004). In order to tan the hide, 
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chromium sulphate which tans it to a “pale duck blue” in one day (Animal Magic- How Leather 

is Made,2004). Once this is done, the hide is shaved to the need width and treated with an oil 

emulsion to smoothen it out and then it is stretched and hung up to dry (Animal Magic- How 

Leather is Made, 2004). The finishing touches (color, finishing, etc.) are then added and the hide 

is then put in a drying drum to soften (Animal Magic- How Leather is Made, 2004).  

The original color of the hide the leather motorcycle jacket was made out of depends on 

the color of the animal skin. Like all protein fibers, not all animals are the same meaning their 

hide isn’t the same either (Natural Fibers, 2015). The jacket was dyed black in order to fit Sandy 

Olsson's new Bad Girl look. The hide was then cut into a wrist length sleeve while the bottom of 

the jacket ends at the hips. The texture of the fabric is smooth because of the oil emulsion and 

drying drum which softens the texture of the hides (Animal Magic- How Leather is Made, 2004). 

After all these things were done, the pearlized finish was added. This finishing is a silver or gold 

powder that creates a slight shine on the leather surface (Other Materials - Leather, 2015). This 

sheen gives Sandy look like a beautiful Bad Girl.  

 The sharkskin pants Sandy Olsson wore were dyed black to fit her Bad Girl image. To 

help show off her legs and small waist, the pants start at her waist and end at her ankles. By 

having form fitting pants instead of something similar to bell bottoms, Sandy Olssons body 

shows how sexy she actually is. Because the sharkskin pants are partially made of silk the texture 

is soft and silky. Also because the pants are partially made of silk, the shine brings attention to 

her legs which Sandy Olsson has never really shown throughout the movie. 
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A few other finishing touches the leather motorcycle jacket had was that it has a 

temperature regulated finish. By having this finish, sandy is able to use this jacket outside in the 

hot California weather. If she didn’t have the temperature regulation finish, Sandy would sweat 

and instead of looking sexy in her black ensemble, she would look like a hot mess. For the 

sharkskin pants, abrasion resistance, elastic recovery, and flexibility were the mechanical 

properties of the fabric. By having abrasion resistance, it stops her pants from pilling while 

dancing. With an elastic recovery, Sandy is able to wear her pants again without worrying that 

they could stretch out and never go back to normal. And with a flexibility property, it helps her 

dance more freely. If Sandy’s sharkskin pants didn't have a flexible finish, she could break her 

pants while dancing and ruin her Bad Girl image. 

The Fabric: Grease LIVE (2016) 

Similar to the fabric in Grease 1978, no information was found on Sandy Olsson’s 

(played by Julianne Hough) the leather motorcycle jacket and the off the shoulder top. There was 

information on the Disco Pants she wore which were from American Apparel. The Disco Pants 

made by American Apparel are made out of nylon spandex (The Disco Pant, 2016). According to 

Nylon (2015), nylon is a synthetic manufactured fiber made mostly of petroleum based 

chemicals products. The Disco Pant is machine made.  

Nylon is made of filament fibers that consist of many chains of atoms attached to it 

(Woodford, 2010). These filament fibers are similar to each other and create a group of nylons 

called polyamides (Woodford, 2010). The first type of nylon was created by the United States of 

America and other countries made competing nylons which together create the polyamide family 
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(Woodford, 2010). In order to make nylon, organic chemicals like petroleum have to melted at a 

temperature of 545 Fahrenheit with a tool called an autoclave that melts and pushes these 

molecules together (Woodford, 2010). After condensation polymerization (Water evaporating 

from the molecules) the product is nylon 6-6 which is one of the most popular nylons 

(Woodford, 2010). To actually create long filament fibers, nylon chips are put through a 

spinneret (Woodford, 2010). A spinneret has many holes in different sizes that spin at different 

speeds to make different filament fibers (Woodford, 2010). When the filament fiber is created, 

the weight of the fiber is taken in an attempt to measure the strength of the nylon (Woodworth, 

2010). By measuring the weight, it makes it easier to choose a strong nylon fiber (Woodford, 

2010). 

Because nylon is a synthetic manufactured fiber, color can easily be added to the fiber. 

The Disco pant was synthetically dyed to black to resemble the pants Olivia Newton-John wore 

in Grease 1978. Also similar to Newton-John’s pants, the Disco Pant is tight at the waist and 

stops just at the ankle.  

Nylon has four mechanical properties; high elastic recovery, resilience, medium to high 

tenacity, and flexibility (Nylon - Properties, 2015). By having high elastic recovery, it makes 

sure that Sandy Olsson pant length never changes. If the pants were to somehow shrink, she 

would look like her clothes do not fit her well and would distract from the her changes in outfit 

and demeanor.The resilience of the fabric make sure that the pants fit her skin tight and 

continues with her pin up look. If the pants didn’t have resilience they wouldn’t show her figure 

as much which wouldn’t have that shocking wow factor. The tenacity of the fabric helps the 

pants hug her legs and accentuate them better.With nylons ability to flex and stretch, Julianne 
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Hough was able to dance and run from set to set while playing Snay Olsson.The tenacity of the 

fabric helps the pants hug her legs and accentuate them better. 

The Conclusion 

 Both sets of garments from Grease 1978 and Grease 2016 were chosen not only because 

the fabrics were easy to move but, also because they were stylish as well. When Sandy Olsson 

was first revealed in her all black outfit she looked like a beautiful, strong, and independent 

woman. The leather motorcycle jacket in Grease 1978 showed that she wanted to be a Grease 

like her lover Danny was. The jacket was purely for looks and symbolism of Sandy’s need to 

belong with her boyfriend and friends. The sharkskin pants were stylish as well but they had 

more of her purpose. The flexibility from the silk and wool combined help Olivia Newton-John 

dance and move around without looking awkward. Together, the wool and silk fibers make 

newton-John’s movements seem fluid, smooth and stylish. 

In Grease LIVE 2016, the nylon gave even more flexibility than the sharkskin pants in 

Grease 1978. Julianne Hough needed the look of the pants to have a classic Sandy Olsson Bad 

Girl look but , she, as a performer, had an obligation to run, jump, and dance her way in between 

sets at full speed. Between Newton-John and Hough, Hough was the most likely to rip her pants 

while performing if they weren’t made of the right material for her job. If they had ripped she 

would not only embarrass her character but also herself during the live broadcasting. If that were 

to happen in Grease 1978, no one but the cast would find out since they could refilm it since it 

wasn't live. Overall , all of the garments were chosen for their characters (Sandy Olssons)  needs 
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to fit in and the actresses (Olivia Newton-John, Grease 1978; Julianne Hough, Grease LIVE 

2016) need as performers. 
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