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Focus: Thesis Statements
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Peer Group Assignment

Please answer the questions on the back of this sheet using the procedure outlined below.

Group Operating Procedure
Select one person to be the reader, and follow the steps below.

1. Distribute a hard copy of the reader’s paper to each group member.

2. The reader should read her/his paper aloud to the group (approx. 2 minutes).  Listeners follow along on hard copies.

3. After the reader has finished, each group member, including the reader, should spend 5 minutes completing the questions on the back of this sheet.
4. Then, spend 5 minutes discussing as a group your responses to the questions.

5. Pass all completed handouts to the reader.  (Reader will turn these in with her/his final draft.)
6. Repeat steps 1-5 for each other group member. 
Reminder: Grading Stakes of Peer Review
First Draft: 10% of final paper grade – Due in Class Tuesday November 12, 2013 

If you have not brought your four copies to class, your paper grade will drop 10%, and you may not participate in peer review (see below).

Group Peer Review: 10% of final paper grade – In Class Tuesday, November 12, 2013
You must participate meaningfully in peer review during class on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.  You will receive a homework check for participating meaningfully, and your paper grade will drop 10% if you do not.

READER’S NAME: ____________________________________________
RESPONDER’S NAME: ________________________________________

1.
Is there a thesis statement?  (circle one)  Yes / No.  Underline and label the thesis statement on your hard copy of the essay.
2.
Restate the author’s thesis in your own words, as if you were explaining it to someone else. Your restatement need not be just one sentence.
3.
How would you make the thesis clearer or stronger?  Revise the thesis in one sentence below.   

Sample Assignment Incorporating Peer Review

Assignment

Find an idea in one of the assigned critical readings of Jane Eyre with which you disagree.  Figure out why you think it is wrong, and write a 5-7 page persuasive essay arguing for your own, “better” reading of this aspect of Jane Eyre, using your own close reading and textual analysis for support. […] 

Deadlines & Requirements

Outline: 10% of final paper grade – Due In Class Thursday November 7, 2013
You will receive a homework check for turning in your outline on time.  Failure to bring a typed, hard copy of your outline to class on the 7th or failure to format your outline as specified below will lower your paper grade 10%.  Late outlines will not be accepted.  

First Draft: 10% of final paper grade – Due in Class Tuesday November 12, 2013 

You must bring FOUR hard copies of your first draft to class for peer review on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.  You will receive a homework check for simply bringing four hard copies of your paper to class.  If you do not bring your four copies to class, your paper grade will drop 10%, and may not participate in peer review (see below).

Group Peer Review: 10% of final paper grade – In Class Tuesday, November 12, 2013
You must participate meaningfully (thoughtfully and diligently) in peer review during class on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.  This includes your responses on the peer review worksheet, which will be turned in to me with the final paper (see below).  You will receive a homework check for participating meaningfully in the peer review, and your paper grade will drop 10% if you do not.

Second Draft: 70% of your grade – Due in Class Tuesday, November 26, 2013
Attached to your paper should be the four peer review worksheets generated in response to your paper (three from other students, plus your own).  Late papers will not be accepted.

*IF YOU DO NOT MEET ALL OF THE ABOVE DEADLINES AND REQUIREMENTS, YOU MAY NOT REVISE YOUR PAPER FOR A BETTER GRADE.

Sample Peer Review Questions – Introductory Paragraphs

Name of writer ________________  

Name of reviewer__________________

Instructions: At home, spend an hour responding to the following questions for each peer draft you received: 

1. Write one sentences that could be added to the introduction that would convince a reader that the topic is worth reading about. 

2. Is there a research question? If so, draw stars (*) around the research question on your hard copy. 

3. Is there a thesis? If so, underline the thesis on your hard copy. 

4. List below the concepts used in the thesis and indicate whether the author defined each one.

5. How does the author plan to address the research question? Explain in your own words.

Sample Peer Review Questions – Supporting Evidence

Name of writer ________________  

Name of reviewer__________________

In groups of 4-5, all read the draft silently. Then, as a group, discuss the answers to the following questions together (20min). Then, as a group write down the responses you can all agree on, and return the drafts and worksheet to the original writer. 

1. Underline the sentences on the draft that you think use supporting evidence.

2. List below the pieces of evidence the author uses to support her/his argument and label each by type (e.g. data, secondary source, logic, anecdote, etc.). 
3. Which piece of evidence is the strongest? Why?

4. Which piece of evidence is the weakest? Why?
Sample Peer Review Assignment – Organization

Name of author ________________  

Name of reviewer__________________

Instructions: Read the paper silently.  Then, spend 15 minutes outlining the author’s arguments below, using the format we discussed in class. (Reminder: your outline should list the thesis, each supporting argument and the evidence used to prove each supporting argument.)

Eight Great Strategies for Effective Peer Review
#1 Focus on improving only one aspect of the draft

#2 Give students a worksheet

#3 Use peer review throughout the writing process

#4 Decide on location of peer review 
#5 Determine group size and make-up in advance

#6 Think through logistics of exchanging drafts and responses
#7 Take steps in advance to ensure students come prepared

#8 Think ahead about your role during peer review
Any questions? Feel free to contact:

Melanie Lorek: Mlorek@citytech.cuny.edu
Heather Zuber: Hzuber@citytech.cuny.edu
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