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Workshop Goals

» Discuss advantages of active learning using WAC
principles

» Offer and model strategies for creative classroom
activities and writing assignments



Warm-Up: “Snowball”

ldentify one concern you have about incorporating non-
traditional (i.e. not lecture/discussion) activities in your
classroom. Write it on the question section of your paper.



What is active learning?

“...any instructional method that engages students in the
learning process.” (Prince 2004)




Benefits of active learning

e Improves information retention and conceptual understanding (Michel,
Cater, & Varela, 2009; Wingfield & Black, 2005)

e Fun! (Garner 2006, Robinson and Kakela 2006)
e Teaching portfolio

e Publications (Journal of Interactive Technology & Pedagogy)


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hrdq.20025/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hrdq.20025/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.3200/JOEB.81.2.119-128#.Vh_jR25zudo
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hrdq.20025/abstract
http://jitp.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

Different types of non-traditional activities

e No-tech

® Multimedia



No-Tech Activities

e Brainstorming

o Thesis generation
o Question generation

Debates

Peer review

Real-world problems
Group projects or papers




How to make group work work

e Develop activities that

o Promote controversy

o Generate a written product

o Can be accomplished in a specified time limit
o Are directed toward course learning outcome



How to make group work work

e \When structuring an activity

o Create ground rules
o Form groups: randomly, self-selection, instructor assigned
m 5-6 students optimal size in-class, smaller for group projects or peer
review
o Assign directives that are visible to all
o Decide on your role in the activity
o Consider outcomes
m Ask students to persuade rather than summarize
m Make time for full class discussion and critique



Multimedia Activities

e In class
o Audio/video clips
o |Instant feedback
m PollEverywhere
m Clickers
m [witter

e Qutside of class

o OpenlLab
o Blog


https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple_choice_polls/BejEXvBUegChWsz
https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple_choice_polls/BejEXvBUegChWsz
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Getting Started on the OpenlLab

Ready fo get started using the OpenlLab? This workshop introduces you o some of the exciting features of the OpenLab and helps
you sign up for your OpenLab account and create your OpenLab profile! You will need access to your City Tech email account to

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu e

Thursday, September 3, 2:30pm-4:00pm (G604)
Using Your Site as a Dynamic Syllabus (0penian Account Required!)

Ready o kearn more aboul setling up your course an the Openlal® This workshop helps you create your course profile and course
site with an emphasis on using OpenLab features to enhance your course syllabus. Please bring your syliabus and other course
malerials o this mixed-level session. You will nead an account on the Openlab - or to attend a Getting Started session first

Tuesday, September 8, 1:00pm-2:30pm (G604)

Blogging with Your Students (0penizb Account Requiredl]

Ready to bring more oniine discussion info your course? This workshop shares useful Openlab ook for biogging and interacting with your
students oning, and helps you 1o bransiorm assgnment design for your OpenlLab course. You will need an account on the OpenlLab - of 1o
attend a Getting Started session first

Thursday, October 1, 3:00pm-4:30pm (G604)
Reorganizing Your Site (CpenLab Experience Required|)

Ready fo restructure your course, project, or club site? In this workshop, we will help you to rethink the organization of your site for
enhanced use and better interaction with your students, colleagues, or peers.

Tuesday, Novernber 3, 11:00am-12:30pm (G604)
Openlab Open Hour (Al Levels Experience Welcome!)

Ready o get hands-on experience on the Openlab, with face-to-face help available for supporl? Bring your ideas and questions. and join the
Opentab Team for this Open Hour, & grest opportunity 1o find out more about getting started with the Openlab, but also a perfect time o
ask your more advanced questions about using the OpenLab for your courses, clubs, projects, and portiolios.

Wednesday, December 9, 1:00-2:30pm (A540, inside lbrary)

RSVP
Workshops are open 1o al City Tech fculty and staff
Part-time faculty are elighie 1o recaive a stipend for workshop participation,
RSVP: http:/ibit.do/workshopsignup or e-mail us at OpenLab@citytech.cuny.edu.
T City
Uniiwersty

JEGHACATSIENRIYORE WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU? N



https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/beinginbrooklynf2013/schedule/

(lass Blog

Practice low-stakes writing

Ensures students come to class prepared

Promotes student interaction

Engage students who may have trouble participating
Work toward course objectives

Example: https://wgwpt.wordpress.com/



https://wgwpt.wordpress.com/

Putting It All Together

e Flipped classroom model

o Lecture delivered using multimedia outside of class

o (Classroom time devoted to student analysis and application of lecture
material
m Group work, discussions, in-class assignments, etc.

e Scaffolding assignments (see page 6 in handout)




Group Activity

Defend or refute the following statement:

"The flipped classroom model should be
incorporated into City Tech courses."

Choose one group member to be the reporter. Write down
at least two justifications for your position that should try to

persuade the full group.



Questions?

Lots of other examples from previous WAC Workshops:
tinyurl.com/CityTechWAC

Julie Hollar: jhollar@citytech.cuny.edu

Emily Crandall: ecrandall@citytech.cuny.edu
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