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franchise for women on the same terms as men, although Fawcett’s “Repiy"
did not take this position in 1889 when she distinguished between Marrieg
and unmarried women. The NUWSS remained non-militant in its approach
in contrast to the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), foundeq b;,
Emmeline Pankhurst and her family in 1903, which used increasingly violen;
tactics to gain suffrage for women.
Several New Woman writers later became actively involved in the suffrage
movement. The Women Writers’ Suffrage League, formed in 1908 1o pro.
mote the suffrage cause through publications and book sales, included such
New Woman writers as Sarah Grand and Olive Schreiner, together with the
later well-known suffrage writers Elizabeth Robins and Cicely Hamilton.

4

“AN APPEAL AGAINST F EMALE SUFFRAGE”
[ Nineteenth Century 25 (June 1889): 781-88)

We, the undersigned, wish to appeal to the common sense and the educated
thought of the men and women of England against the proposed extension
of the Parliamentary suffrage to women. .

1. While desiring the fullest possible development of the powers, ener-
gies, and education of women, we believe that their work for the State, and
their responsibilities towards it, must always differ essentially from those of
men, and that therefore their share in the working of the State machinery
should be different from that assigned to men. Certain large departments
of the national life are of necessity worked exclusively by men. To men
belong the struggle of debate and legislation in Parliament; the hard and
exhausting labour implied in the administration of the national resources
and powers; the conduct of England’s relations towards the external world;
the working of the army and navy; all the heavy, laborious, fundamental
industries of the State, such as those of mines, metals, and railways; the
lead and supervision of English commerce, the management of our vast
English finance, the service of that merchant fleet on which our food sup-
ply depends. In all these spheres women’s direct participation is made
impossible either by the disabilities of sex, or by strong formations of cus-
tom and habit resting ultimately upon physical difference, against which it
is useless to ‘contend. They are affected indeed, in some degree, by all
these national activities; therefore they ought in some degree to have an
influence on them all, This influence they already have, and will have more
and more as the education of women advances. But their direct interest in
these matters can never equal that of men, whose whole energy of mind
and body is daily and hourly risked in them. Therefore it is not just to give
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men direct power of deciding questions of Parliamentary policy, of
i of foreign or colonial affairs, of commerce and ﬁn.ance equal to th'at
:,sesscd by men. We hold that they already possess an mﬂuen_ce on pol%t—
matters fully proportioned to the possible share of women in the polit-
ivities of England.
AL c;:: same timg we are heartily in sy‘mpthy with all the' recent effo.rts
hich have been made to give women a more important part in those affairs
the community where their interests and those (?f men are equg]ly con-
=rned; where it is possible for them not only to decide but to help in carry-
g out, and where, therefore, judgment is welghtef:i bya true responsxblllty,
nd can be guided by experience and the practical information whu?h comes
r‘bm it. As voters for or members of School Boards, Boards' c?f Guard1an§, and
ther important public bodies, women have now opportunities for public use-
ess which must promote the growth of characte.r, and at the same time
trengthen among them the social sense and hablt.' All these' changes. of
cent years, together with the great improvements in women’s education
ich have accompanied them, we cordially wel?ome. But we beheve. that the
tancipating process has now reached the liml'ts fixed by t.}'le physical con-
stitution of women, and by the fundamental difference which must alw?lys
exist between their main occupations and those of men. The care of Lhe sick
and the insane; the treatment of the poor; the education of ch11.dren: in all
these matters, and others besides, they have made good. their claim to lafger
" ‘and more extended powers. We rejoice in it. But. when it comes to questions
“of foreign or colonial policy, or of grave constitutional change, thc:‘:n we main-
: tain that the necessary and normal experience of .women--speakmg genera}-
‘1& and in the mass—does not and can never provide them with such materi-
: j ent as are open to men.
= ds;grsiﬁi?agl:vigﬁ)uld give thf?m their full share in the $t?te .of social f:ffort
 and social mechanism; we look for their increasing activity in that higher
- State which rests on thought, conscience, and moral inﬂuepce; but we protest
against their admission to direct power in that State wh}ch does Test upon
force—the State in its administrative, military, and ﬁnapcnal gspects—'—-?vheri
the physical capacity, the accumulated expe.rienf:e and inherited trammgho
men ought to prevail without the harassing mterff:‘rence of those who,
though they may be partners with men in debate, can in these matters never
be partners with them in action. ' o
2. If we turn from the right of women to theAsu.ﬂ‘rage—a right whic En
the grounds just given we deny—to the effect which the possession 02 t 2
suffrage may be expected to have on their char:acter and position ?ln ?:e
family life, we find ourselves no less in dOl'lbt. It is urgc?d that thf' in 1t.1}4.l=:nt c
of women in politics would tell upon the side of morality. We be ieve tha "
does so tell already, and will do so with greater force as women by improve
education fit themselves to exert it more widely and efficiendy. But it may
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be asked, On what does this mora] influence depend? We believe that j;
depends largely on qualities which the natural position and functions of
women as they are at present tend to develop, and which might be serigyy,.
ly impaired by their admission to the turmoil of active political life. Thege
qualities are, above all, sympathy and disinterestedness. Any disposition of
things which threatens to lessen the national reserve of such forces as thege
we hold to be a misfortune. It is notoriously difficult to maintain ther, in
the presence of party necessities and in the heat of party struggle., Wer,
women admitted to this struggle, their natural eagerness and quickness of
temper would probably make them hotter partisans than men. As their
political relations stand at present, they tend to check in them the dispos;.
tion to partisanship, and to strengthen in them the qualities of Sympathy
and disinterestedness. We believe that their admission to the suffrage wouylq
precisely reverse this condition of things, and that the whole nation woulg
suffer in consequence. For whatever may be the duty and privilege of the
parliamentary vote for men, we hold that citizenship is not dependent upon
or identical with the possession of the suffrage. Citizenship lies in the par-
ticipation of each individual in effort for the good of the community. And
we believe that women will be more valuable citizens, will contribute more
precious elements to the national life without the vote than with it. The
quickness to feel, the willingness to lay aside prudential considerations in a
right cause, which are amongst the peculiar excellencies of women, are in
their right place when they are used to influence the more highly trained
and developed judgment of men. But if this quickness of feeling could be
immediately and directly translated into public action, in matters of vast
and complicated political import, the risks of politics would be enormously
increased, and what is now a national blessing might easily become a nation
al calamity. On the one hand, then, we believe that to admit women to the
ordinary machinery of political life would inflame the partisanship and
increase the evils, already so conspicuous, of that life, would tend to blunt
the special moral qualities of women, and so to lessen the national reserves
of moral force; and, on the other hand, we dread the political and practical
effects which, in our belief, would follow on such a transformation as is pro-
posed, of an influence which is now beneficent largely because it is indirect
and gradual. 5

3. Proposals for the extension of the suffrage to women are beset with
grave practical difficulties. If votes be given to unmarried women on the same
terms as they are given to men, large numbers of women leading immoral
lives will be enfranchised on the one hand, while married women, who, as a
rule, have passed through more of the practical experiences of life than the
unmarried, will be excluded. To remedy part of this difficulty it is proposed
by a large section of those who advocate the extension of the suffrage to
women, to admit married women with the requisite property qualification.
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. This proposal—an obviously just one if the suffrage is to be extended to
- women at all—introduces changes in family life, and in the English concep-

tion of the household, of enormous importance, which have never been ade-
quately considered. We are practically invited to embark upon them because
a few women of property possessing already all the influence which belongs

' to property, and a full share of that public protection and safety which is the

fruit of taxation, feel themselves aggrieved by the denial of the parliamentary

* yote. The grievance put forward seems to us wholly disproportionate to the

claim based upon it. .
4. A survey of the manner in which this proposal has won its way into

-~ practical politics leads us to think that it is by no means ripe for legislative

solution. A social change of momentous gravity has been proposed; the
mass of those immediately concerned in it are notoriously indifferent; there
has been no serious and general demand for it, as is always the case if a
grievance is real and reform necessary; the amount of information collect-
ed is quite inadequate to the importance of the issue; and the public has
gone through no sufficient discipline of discussion on the subject. Mean-
while pledges to support female suffrage have been hastily given in the
hopes of strengthening existing political parties by the female vote. No
doubt there are many conscientious supporters of female suffrage amongst
members of Parliament; butit is hard to deny that the present prominence
of the question is due to party considerations of a temporary nature, It is,
we submit, altogether unworthy of the intrinsic gravity of the question that
it should be determined by reference to the passing needs of party organi-
sation. Meanwhile we remember that great electoral changes have been car-
ried out during recent years. Masses of new electors have been added to the
constituency. These new elements have still to be assimilated; these new
electors have still to be trained to take their part in the national work; and
while such changes are still fresh, and their issues uncertain, we protest
against any further alteration in our main political machinery, especially
when it is an alteration which involves a new principle of extraordinary
range and significance, closely connected with the complicated problems of
sex and family life.

5. It is often urged that certain injustices of the law towards women would
be easily and quickly remedied were the political power of the vote conceded
to them; and that there are many wants, especially among working women,
which are now neglected, but which the suffrage would enable them to press
on public attention. We reply that during the past half century all the princi-
pal injustices of the law towards women have been amended by means of the
existing constitutional machinery; and with regard to those that remain, we
see no signs of any unwillingness on the part of Parliament to deal with them.
On the contrary, we remark a growing sensitiveness to the claims of women,
and the rise of a new spirit of justice and sympathy among men, answering to
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those advances made by women in education, and the best kind of s
influence, which we have already noticed and welcomed. With regard 1o ELaI
business or trade interests of woinen,—here, again, we think it safer and wj ¢
to trust to organisation and self-help on their own part, and to the grow&,ser
a better public opinion among the men workers, than to the exercise g
political right which may easily bring women into direct and hasty con
with men.
In conclusion: nothing can be further from our minds than to seek

depreciate the position or importance of women. It is because we are keentgo
alive to the enormous value of their special contribution to the communit;

of
fa
flict

that we oppose what seems to us likely to endanger that contribution. We are -

convinced that the pursuit of a mere outward equality with men is for wome
not only vain but demoralising. It leads to a total misconception of woman'n
true dignity and special mission. It tends to personal struggle and rivg] S
where the only effort of both the great divisions of the human family Shou?;
be to contribute the characteristic labour and the best gifts of each to the
common stock. [The names of 104 women are listed.]

Female Suffrage: A Women’s Protest

The undersigned protest strongly against the proposed Extension of the Pay-
liamentary Franchise to Women, which they believe would be a measure dis
tasteful to the great majority of the women of the country—unnecessary—
and mischievous both to themselves and to the State.

i

“THE Apﬂ JFFRAGE:
\
M N
[ Ning 16]

- The ladies who sign [L inst the enfranchise-
ment of women ... do nl.. vaon 0 wove supposed that they are opposed to the
recent improvements that have taken place in the education of women, or to
their increased activity in various kinds of public work. “All these changes,”
they say, “together with the great improvements in women’s education which
have accompanied them, we cordially welcome. But we believe that the eman-
cipating process has now reached the limits fixed by the physical constitution
of women.” In other passages they attribute the greatest value to the influ-
ence of women in politics, recognising it as a moral force, which is likely to
grow stronger as the results of the improved education of women make them-
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fves felt. In the concluding paragraph they, with some‘want of humour, I
iink, asseverate that nothing is further from their minds, “than to seek to
epreciate the position and importance of women.” To acknowledge the
portance of women conveys a height and depth and breadth of conde-
ension which is difficult to measure. A lady last year at Lucerne, admiring
‘the view of lake and mountains, said in a similar spirit, “It is lovely: my daugh-
ter says, if she had made it herself she could not have done better.” And we
‘may take it as a grain of comfort that the writer of the Protest gives her sanc-
tion and approval to the scheme of creation. She “acknowledges the impor-
jance” of half the human family; if she had made it herself she could hardly,
pé‘rhaps, have done better. Mr. Disraeli! once said in the House of Commons,
ferring to a speech which had just been delivered by Mr. W.E. Forster: “The
right honourable gentleman has acknowledged in the handsomest manner
that the agricultural labourer is a human being.” The hundred and four
ladies have acknowledged in the handsomest way “the importance of
women.” Let us inquire a little in detail into the line of argument adopted, in
the Protest, and also analyse somewhat the list of names by which the argu-
'’ ments are supported. .
. The Protest speaks in congratulatory words of all recent changes which
" have given extended opportunities of usefulness to women. Special refer-
" ence is made to improvements in education, and among other subjects
- mentioned are “the care of the sick and the insane, the treatment of the
“poor, the education of children: in all these matters, and in others besides,
.. they [women] have made good their claim to larger and more extended
.. powers. We rejoice in it.” But, on reading the names appended to the
.-+ Protest, the most striking fact about them is that hardly any out of the hun-
+ dred and four ladies who now rejoice in these changes have helped them
while their issue was in any way doubtful. They hardly deserve even to be
called the patrons of any effort to improve the social, legal, or educational
position of women—unless, indeed, we adopt Dr. Johnson's? famous defin-
ition of the word “patron™ “Is not a patron, my lord, one who looks with
unconcern on a man struggling for life in the water, and, when he has
reached the ground, encumbers him with help?” A good many of the hun-
dred and four hardly preserved an attitude of neutrality whilst the changes
they now rejoice in were “struggling for life in the water;” while success was
still uncertain, many a backhander has been dealt at them by the same
ladies who now announce themselves as rejoicing in their success. Very few
are there, among the hundred and four, who moved purse, tongue, or pen
in support of these changes before they became accomplished facts. This is
the general character of the list of names. But let it be at once acknowl-
edged that there are exceptions, chief of whom is the lady whose name
heads the list—the Dowager Lady Stanley of Alderley. She has been a con-
stant, a generous, and an outspoken friend of better education for women
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