Discussion Questions
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros (1984)
1. In The House on Mango Street, Cisneros writes about the dream of a “real house.” How does the concept of “home” function in this novel? Do the houses in the text represent something more than just a structure in which families live?
2. Describe the various aspects of the narrator’s identity (race, class, gender, sexuality, etc.)? How do these elements contribute to our understanding of the text’s theme(s)? 
3. Discuss the way the text deals with class in relation to the American Dream. What symbols in The House on Mango Street represent aspects of the American Dream? How? Does the narrator’s class status enable or block her ability to achieve the American Dream? Explain.

4. Look at the stories about Sally (“Sally,” “What Sally Said,” and “Linoleum Roses”). How do these stories contribute to our understanding of sexuality and gender roles? What do you think is the text’s position on the role of women in our culture?
5. What other themes and symbols do you find to be particularly interesting and/or important in the novel?  Why do these stand out, and how can we connect them to the larger theme of the novel and/or the historical moment in which the novel was written?
6. Compare and contrast an element from The House on Mango Street with one (or more) of the other texts we have read so far this semester. 

“White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” by Peggy McIntosh (1989)
1. In McIntosh’s essay, she writes “I was taught to see racism only in individual acts of meanness, not invisible systems conferring dominance on my group” (1). What does she mean by this statement? Can you think of any “invisible systems” you have encountered that give power, or dominance, to certain groups? Was this encounter an example of racism (or classism, sexism, ableism, something else)?
2. Look at the numbered list of “conditions” on the second page of the essay (or the longer list that begins on page 5), and describe your response to one or more of the items of the list. Have you experienced any of these situations? If so, were you the recipient of privilege or one who was denied access to the condition? Reflect on this experience. 
3. Explore the connections between the issues raised in this essay and The House on Mango Street.
“La Güera” by Cherríe Moraga (1979)
1. What are the various aspects of identity at work in this essay? How do you think they work together to impact Moraga’s sense of self? How do they work together to impact Moraga’s ability to be traditionally “successful” in American society?

2. Look at the paragraph at the top of page 31 (it begins “Three years after graduation…”). Explain what Moraga is describing here. Explore connections between this paragraph and The House on Mango Street, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” On the Road, Giovanni’s Room, and/or “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference.” 

3. Explore the connections between the issues raised in this essay and The House on Mango Street.
