
 

Due date: Wednesday 5/15/13 by 11:59 pm via Safe Assignments 

Length:  3 pages, minimum 

Format:  MLA format (double spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman font, including an 

original title and a header that provides your name, instructor name, class title, and due date) 

Assignment:  For this essay, you will need to find an example of one or more Gothic metaphors 

in a piece of literature, film, television, or popular culture that we have not discussed in class. 

You will then write an essay analyzing the metaphor in order to make an argument about its 

social function. 

Your essay should cover the following items: 

 Identify and carefully describe your chosen text 

 Identify and carefully describe the Gothic metaphor that appears in this text 

 Include an arguable thesis that makes a claim about the social issue this metaphor 

represents and indicates the text’s position on this issue 

 Include textual evidence and analysis that supports your claim along with logical 

argumentation 

Tips:   

Remember, your argument must be about a text that we have not covered in class. However, feel 

free to use the pieces we have covered in class to support your argument, establish the Gothic 

theme you are addressing, etc. 

Be sure to explain the characteristics of your chosen metaphor and how those characteristics 

might represent an outsider social location (think in terms of race, class, gender, sexuality, etc.) 

The Gothic metaphors we have discussed in class include: vampires/undead, monsters, haunted 

houses/haunting, madness/paranoia, live burial, and subterranean passages. If you would like to 

write about a Gothic metaphor other than these, discuss it with me first. 

If you have any questions about the assignment or would like to discuss ideas, please talk to me. 

You may visit my office hours, email, talk to me after class, or make an appointment to meet 

with me.  

 


