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I'm not advocating that newspapers print these things in order
to teach their readers a lesson. The Post editors justified their
printing of the Boston pictures with several arguments in that
direction; every one of them is irrelevant. The pictures don’t show
anything about slum life; the incident could have happened any-
where, and it did. It is extremely unlikely that anyone who saw
them rushed out and had his fire escape strengthened. And the
pictures were not news—at least they were not national news.
1t is not news in Washington, or New York, or Los Angeles that
a woman was killed in a Boston fire. The only newsworthy thing
about the pictures is that they were taken. They deserve to be
printed because they are great pictures, breathtaking pictures of
something that happened. That they disturb readers is exactly as
it should be: that’s why photojournalism is often more powerful

than written journalism.

For Discussion and Writing

1. Why did some people object to the publication of the photos?

2. Why do you think Ephron chose to begin the essay wi ih the photogra-
pher’s own account of taking of the pictures? How else could she have
started? What does starting this way allow her to do?

are Ephron’s consideration of the ethics of the

photographs to Peter Singer’s reflection on the

n to World Poverty”

does each han-

3. connections Comp
publication of these
ethics of helping the poor in “The Singer Solutio
(p. 378). How does each author bring in ethics? How
dle the existence of different ethical systems?

4. Write an imaginative first-person essay in which vou take on the ques-
tion of the photos’ publication from the point of view of someone
involved in the incident — the mother, the child, the fireman, the man
on the roof. As you write, Lry to imagine what would make this person
feel the way they feel and hold the opinion they hold about whether
the photos should have been published.

5. looking further A similar ethical question about the publication
of photographs arose on the occasion of the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center towers on September 11, 2001. Research this con-

troversy and consider it in the light of Ephron’s thoughts on the

Boston photographs.
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When someone lies, someone loses.

What farreaching consequences will 1, or others, pay as @
result of my lie? Will someone’s trust be destroyed? Will some-
one else pay my penance because 1 ducked out? We must consider
the meaning of our actions. Deception, lies, capital crimes, and

misdemeanors all carry meanings. Webster’s definition of lie is

specific:
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cessful, because now the passive-aggressive person can indignantly
say, “Who can talk to someone as unreasonable as you?” The real
issue is forgotten and the sins of the original victim become the
focus. Feeling guilty of name-calling, the victim is fully tamed
and crawls into a hole, ashamed. I have watched this fighting
technique work thousands of times in disputes between men and

women, and what I've learned is that the real culprit is not neces-
sarily the one who swears the loudest.

OMISSION
The cruelest lies are often told in silence. —R. 1. STEVENSON

Omission involves telling most of the truth minus one or two key
facts whose absence changes the story completely. You break a
pair of glasses that are guaranteed under normal use and get a new
pair, without mentioning that the first pair broke during a rowdy
game of basketball. Who hasn't tried something like that? But
what about omission of information that could make a difference
in how a person lives his or her life?

For instance, one day I found out that rabbinical legends tell of
another woman in the Garden of Eden before Eve. I was stunned.
The omission of the Sumerian goddess Lilith from Genesis—as
well as her demonization by ancient misogynists as an embodi-
ment of female evil —felt like spiritual robbery. I felt like I'd just
found out my mother was really my stepmother. To take seriously
the tradition that Adam was created out of the same mud as his
equal counterpart, Lilith, redefines all of Judeo-Christian history.

Some renegade Catholic feminists introduced me to a view of
Lilith that had been suppressed during the many centuries when
this strong goddess was seen only as a spirit of evil. Lilith was a
proud goddess who defied Adam’s need to control her, attempted
negotiations, and when this failed, said adios and left the Garden

of Eden.

This omission of Lilith from the Bible was a patriarchal strat- 20
egy to keep women weak. Omitting the strong-woman archetype
of Lilith from Western religions and starting the story with Eve
the Rib has helped keep Christian and Jewish women believing
they were the lesser sex for thousands of years.
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STEREOTYPES AND CLICHES

Where opinion does not exist, the stalils quo becowies stereotyped
and all originality is discouraged. — BERTRAND RUSSELL

ve a purposc as a form of shorthand.
ts of information in nanoseconds has

made the stereotype vital to modern communication. Unfortu-
nately, it often shuts down original thinking, giving those hungry
for the truth a candy bar of misinformation instead of a balanced
meal. The stereolype explains a situation with just enough truth
to seem unquestionable.
All the “jsms’ —racism, sexism, ageism, el al.—are founded
on and fueled by the stereotype and the cliché, which are lies of
exaggeration, omission, and ignorance. They are always danger-
ous. They take a single tree and make it a landscape. They destroy
curiosity. They close minds and separat¢ people. The single mother
on welfare is assumed to be cheating. Any black male could tell
you how much of his identity is obliterated daily by stereotypes.
Fat people, ugly people, beautiful people, old people, Jarge-breasted
women, short men, the mentally ill, and the homeless all could
tell you how much more they arc like us than we want to think. I
once admitted to a group of people that 1 had a mouth like a truck
driver. Much to my surprise, a man stood up and said, “I'm a
truck driver, and [ never cuss.” Needless to say, 1 was humbled.

Stereotype and cliché ser
Our need for vast amoun

GROUPTHINK

Who is more foolish, the child afraid of the dark, or the man
afraid of the light? —MAU RICE FREEHILL

Trving Janis, in Victims of Group Think, defines this sort of lie as
a psychological phenomenon within decision-making groups in
which loyalty to the group has become more important than any
other value, with the result that dissent and the appraisal of alter-
natives are suppressed. If you've ever worked on a committee or
in a corporation, you've encountered groupthink. It requires a
combination of other forms of lying—ignoring facts, selective

memory, omission, and denial, to name a few.
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DISMISSAL
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DELUSION

We lie loudest when we lie to ou rselves. — ERIC HOFFER

Lcould write the book on this one. D

is the tendency to see excuses as facts. It’s a powerful lying tool
because it filters out information that contradicts what we want
to believe. Alcoholics who believe that the problems i
are legitimate reasons for drinking rather than re
drinking offer the classic example of deluded thinki
uses the mind’s ability to see things in myriad wa
what it wants to be the truth.

But delusion is also a survival mech
were to fully contemplate the conseque
nuclear weapons or global warming,
a day-to-day level. We don’t want to i
into our lives because to do so would be paralyzing.

Delusion acts as an adhesive to keep the status quo intact. It

shamelessly employs dismissal, omission, and amnesia, among

other sorts of lies. Its most cunning defense is that it cannot see
itself.

elusion, a cousin of dismissal,

n their lives
sults of the
ng. Delusion
¥s to support

anism we all use. If we
nces of our stockpiles of
we could hardly function on
ncorporate that much reality

The liar's punishment [... Jisthat he cannot believe anyone else.

— GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

These are only

a few of the ways we lie. Or are lied to. As I said 33
earlier, it’s

not easy to entirely eliminate lies from our lives. No
matter how pious we may try to be, we will stil] embellish, hedge,
and omit to lubricate the daily machinery of living. But there is a
world of difference between telling functional lies and living a lie.
Martin Buber once said, “The lie is the spirit committing treason
against itself.” Our acceptance of lies becomes a cultu
that eventually shrouds and reorders reality until mor
becomes as invisible to us as water is to a fish.

How much do we tolerate before we become sick and tired of
being sick and tired? When will we stand u
to trust? When do we stop accepting that
fine print? Whose lips do we read this year when we vote for pres-
ident? When will we stop being so reticent about making judg-

ments? When do we stop turning over our personal power and
responsibility to liars?

ral cancer
al garbage

p and declare our right
the real truth is in the
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MALCOLM GLADWELL

Small Change: Why the
Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted

Born in England in 1963 and raised there and in Ontario, Canada,
Malcolm Gladwell is a staff writer for the New Yorker and author of
The Tipping Point: How Little Things Make a Big Difference (2000),
Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking (2005), Outliers: The
Story of Success (2008), and What the Dog Saw: And Other Adven-
tures (2009).

Gladwell's work usually takes the broad view, looking for explana-
tions for cultural phenomena so widespread that they are often over-
looked as things not needing or susceptible to explanation. Here, in
“Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not Be Twveeted,” he-takes on a
phenomenon that is far from unnoticed— the development of social
media—and a possible effect of its growth: the recent spate of revolu-
tionary movements. However, Gladwell uses many of the same tech-
niques and ways of thinking to make his argument. As you read, keep
an eye out for the ways in which he makes connections.

At four-thirty in the afternoon on Monday, February 1, 1960, four
college students sat down at the lunch counter at the Woolworth'’s
in downtown Greensboro, North Carolina, They were [reshmen
at North Carolina A. & T, a black college a mile or so away.

I'd like a cup of coffee, please,” one of the four, Ezell Blair,
said to the waitress.

“We don’t serve Negroes here,” she replied.

The Woolworth’s lunch counter was a long L-shaped bar that
could seat sixty-six people, with a standup snack bar at one end.
The seats were for whites. The snack bar was for blacks. Another
employee, a black woman who worked at the steam table,
approached the students and tried to warn them away. “You're
acting stupid, ignorant!” she said. They didn’t move. Around five-
thirty, the front doors to the store were locked. The four still didn’t
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