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Dental Calculus 
In dentistry, calculus is a form of hardened dental plaque. It is caused by precipitation of minerals from 
saliva and gingival crevicular fluid in plaque on the teeth. 



Supragingival Calculus 

On the clinical crown coronal to the 
margin of the gingiva and visible in
the oral cavity. 



Supragingival Calculus 

                  Calculus covers the entire surfaces of mandibular teeth.  

                  Calculus covers the entire surfaces of mandibular teeth.  



Subgingival Calculus 

● On the clinical crown apical to margin of the gingiva,
Usually in periodontal pockets, not visible upon oral
Examination. 

● Both supragingival and subgingival calculus may be 
seen on radiographs

A bitewing radiograph illustrating subgingival
Calculus deposits that are depicted as interproximal 
spurs (arrows)



Calculus showing on dental radiograph



Calculus appears radiopaque on the dental radiographs 



Bitewing radiographs showing proximal calculus on primary and permanent teeth 
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