
In typography, the 
upward vertical stem 

on some lowercase 
letters, such as h and 
b, that extends above 
the x-height is the 

Afor Ascender

ascender. The height 
of the ascenders is an 
identifying characteristic 
of many typefaces. 



counter

The fully or partially 
enclosed interior 
space of a character. 
The enclosure may be 
made by curved strokes 
and/or stems. Some 

characters, such as A 
and M, have more than 
one counter.B 

A horizontal guideline indicating 
where the bottoms of characters 
without descenders appear to 
align. Often referred to in an 
imaginary sense. When more than 

is Baseline 

one typeface is set, all characters 
usually appear to have the same 
baseline.



Font
Font

Font 
Traditionally, a complete set 

of characters, such as letters, 
numerals, punctuation marks, 

diacritics, and other symbols 
in a particular typeface; in the 
composition of metal type and 
sometimes also in photo, and digital 
typesetting. Also in a particular size.

When a typeface has more than 
one master design (separate design 
versions, for example, for text and 
display use), each version may also 
be considered a separate font.

is for 

Part of a capital or 
lowercase letter 
that extends below 

the baseline. In roman 
typefaces, letters that 
typically have descenders 
are g, j, p, q, y, Q, and 

sometimes J. In italics, 
f often has a descender. 
The old-style numerals 
3, 4, 5, 7, and 9 also have 
descenders.

Descender 

p   y   j



H
is for 

Helvetica 

Helvetica 

In 1960, its name 
was changed by 
Haas’ German parent 
company Stempel to 
Helvetica in order to 
make it more marketable 

internationally; it comes 
from the Latin name 
for the pre-Roman 
tribes of what became 
Switzerland.

The term gutter refers 
to the space between 
columns of type, 
usually determined by 
the number and width 
of columns and the 
overall width of the 
area to be filled.

The term gutter refers 
to the space between 
columns of type, 
usually determined by 
the number and width 
of columns and the 
overall width of the 
area to be filled.

G is for 
 

Gutter 



Kis for 

Kerning

  Kerning
  Kerning
In digital and 

phototypesetting, 
the adjustment of 

intercharacter space to 
improve or otherwise 
alter the overall 
appearance of characters, 
words, and lines of type. 
As distinguished from 
tracking or uniform 
letterspacing, in which 
an equal amount of space 

is added or subtracted 
between a series of 
character pairs, kerning 
(or pair kerning) usually 
refers to the selective 
addition or subtraction 
of small, individually 
determined amounts 
of space, depending 
on which is needed to 
improve spacing.

Traditionally, a typeface 
in which characters are 
inclined and some or all of the 
lowercase letters especially 
are different in shape from 
roman letters, having forms 
reminiscent of cursive writing. 
Also differentiated from an 
oblique typeface or sloped 

 I   is for 

  Italic 

roman, an inclined version 
of a roman with character 
shapes that are essentially 
the same as those for the 
roman. In common use, 
however, italic is inclusive 
of many typefaces that are 
actually obliques.



ODERN

M

M

Modern is the term used to categorize fonts 
created at that time or in the style of that 
time. Modern fonts are recognizable by their 

thin, long horizontal serifs, and clear-cut thick/thin 
transitions in the strokes.

Modern

odern
is for

L    for     Leading 

In digital and phototypesetting and desktop 
publishing, the vertical distance between lines of 
type measured from the baseline of one line to 

the baseline of the next, often expressed in points, 
fractions of points, or millimeters. Also called line 
spacing and interlinear space (terms that many 
authors prefer) or linefeed.



P
A unit used to measure type, typically applied 
to the vertical height or size of typefaces and 
characters and to the space between baselines 
(line spacing or interlinear space). Traditionally 
equal to roughly 1/72 inch but varies in size 
among different countries and manufacturers. 

P
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Oldstyle
Oldstyle

Oldstyle

A classification of type signifying 
design features first used from 
the fifteenth to the seventeenth 
centuries. It includes a variety of 
typefaces divided into subcategories 
according to specific design features, 
as well as according to place and date 
of origin. Characteristics of old-style 
typeface designs include only slight 
contrast between main strokes and 
thin strokes, diagonal curve stress, 
bracketed serifs, and capital letters 
that are often shorter than lowercase 
ascenders. 

is for



S

SS

is for San serif

A type style that first 
became popular in the 
early nineteenth century 
in which the most 
notable characteristic 
is the lack of serifs. In 

subcategories of sans 
serif typefaces, finer 
details of form are 
differentiated.
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is  for 

A linear character typically 
used in the design of charts, 
forms, graphs, borders, or 
other graphic material. Also 
used for emphasis and to create 
graphic variety in typographic 
compositions. Rules may be 
horizontal, vertical, or diagonal 
and may vary in length, weight, 
and style.



X
In a typeface, the height of the 
lowercase letters that have no 
ascenders and descenders. 
For Latin type, the roman 
lowercase x is used to define 
this measurement because it 
usually has horizontal serifs at 
top and bottom.
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Typography 

is for 

X- height 

T

T

is for

is for

Tracking

Tracking

Tracking 

Tracking 

Tracking 

[0 tracking]

[100 
tracking]

[-50 tracking]

Tracking is very 
similar to kerning in 
that it is the spacing 
between individual 
characters, but 
tracking is the space 

between groups of 
letters rather than 
individual letters.



Z
is for 

Zapfino 
Zapfino is a calligraphic 
typeface designed for 
Linotype by typeface 
designer Hermann Zapf 
in 1998. It is based on an 

alphabet Zapf originally 
penned in 1944. As a font, 
it makes extensive use of 
ligatures and character 
variations.


