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In American literature, no one can deny Dickinson as a brilliant and famous poet not only nowadays, but also her contemporary period in the 19th century. The syntax and punctuation are arranged in distinguishable ways which are compared to other poets. Dickinson is a productive and creative person because she leaves extensive works of poetry as well as letters for future generations to study and analyze. Dickinson’s style is distinct and different with the other poet’s style. Thus, the purpose of this particular paper will focus on the comparison and contrast between Dickinson’s poetry with the other three female poets such as Anna Bradstreet in the 17th century and Phillip, Wheatley in the 18th century, and Lydia Sigourney the 19th century. We will explore the difference and similarity of these poets throughout the analysis of their poems.

First, the reader will discuss the difference and similarity between Dickinson and Bradstreet through their two poems –“Some keep the Sabbath going to Church” and “In Memory of My Grandchild Elizabeth Bradstreet, Who deceased August, 1665, Being a Year and a Half Old.” Through these two exceptional poems, the reader will learn to differentiate the poet’s styles. For instance, the distinct differences between these two poets are the form and structure of the poem. Bradstreet’s poem consists of two stanzas, and each stanza consists of seven verses (90). Dickinson’s poem consists of three stanzas, and each stanza consists of four verses (1310). Dickinson has minimal words in each verse, while Bradstreet is opposite. Dickinson’s verse is short and concise with powerful works that make the reader think harder to have a big picture of the poem. Dickinson uses the extensive capitalized letter and dash, which these elements are absent in Bradstreet’s poem. Bradstreet’s poem flows like a lyric song, which the first stanza connects to the second stanza by using the rhyme such as “ fate” with “state” or “fall” with “tall” (90). However, Dickinson’s poem is like a puzzle for the reader, because she brings too many images for comparison such as “Bobolink” for “Chorister” or “Orchard” for “Dome” (1310).
On the other hand, the reader also recognizes some of the similarities between these two female poets. These poems are considered religious poems because they are both talk about God. In the first stanza, Bradstreet is saying goodbye to her grandchild, and the repetition of “farewell” emphasizes the poet’s implication (90). Then, she discusses the religious faith by using the words “eternity” and “everlasting state,” which conform her excruciating pain from the loss of her grandchild (Bradstreet 90). In addition, the wise usage of the word “lent” also emphasize the poet’s religious faith, which represents her grandchild’s life is controlled by God’s will (90). Her grandchild has found peace with God in heaven, and Bradstreet accepted it as a release. In Dickinson’s poem, she criticizes “some” people going to church services as a hypocrite because they are doing it with a purpose (1310). Dickinson uses the comparison between the external “Church” and the internal “Home” to emphasize her point of view (1310). People are going to church without faith, while the speaker stays home with faith. In addition, the other similarity is the usage of nature into their poems. In Dickinson’s poem, nature is represented by “Bobolink” and “Orchard,” which is a fancy name for a bird and a flower (1310). Then, she uses nature to compare to external materials such as “Chorister” and “Dome” which are the necessary elements for “Church” (1310). By using this comparison, she states the liberation of worship, which God exists in nature and each individual’s mind. In Bradstreet’s poem, nature is presented by “fair flower,” new “plants,” and new “buds,” which these natural images are a metaphor for her grandchild (90) 

Second, the reader will discuss the differences and similarities between Dickinson and Wheatley through their two poems –“Some keep the Sabbath going to church” and “On Being Brought form Africa to America.” These two poems were picked to interpret because of the similarity of the subjects – religion. Wheatley enjoys the freedom of religion in the new environment -- America, where she can learn and extend her knowledge about “a God” and “a Saviour,” which she couldn’t see or know at the “Pagan land” (385). Dickinson enjoys her freedom of religious practice, she emphasizes that God's existence is everywhere in nature as well as each individual's conscience. In addition, these two poems also show the assertive characteristic of religious beliefs. Dickinson states, “I’m going, all along” as an assertive way to state her status after death – heaven, without any question (1310). Wheatley wrote “may be refine’d, and join the’angelic train,” which she argues her role in God’s creation in an assertive way about a chance to enter heaven (385). 
 On the other hand, Wheatley uses a metaphor in a different way compared to Dickinson. For instance, the “angelic train” is a metaphor of heaven, which the “train” is a man-made material. By using a man-made material, she illustrates the point that humans make mistakes throughout their life as an innate sin. However, they still have a chance to enter an everlasting state, if they are “refin’d” (Bradstreet 90). The metaphor in Dickinson’s poem usually involves nature. In addition, the other differences are the way the poet’s structure their poem. Wheatley’s poem only has one stanza, which the stanza consists of eight verses (385). Dickinson’s poem consists of three stanzas, and each stanza consists of four verses (1310). The distinct difference of the technique is the usage of simile in Wheatley’s poem, while this is absent in Dickinson’s poem. For instance, she wrote “Remember, Christians, Negros, black as Cain,” which the two fundamentally unlike things are explicitly compared in a phrase introduction of “as” (385). Furthermore, Wheatley also uses the italic form of letters to emphasize subjects that are being compared within the verse such as “Christians,” “Negros,” and “Cain” (385). Wheatley use ancient history as an allusion, which is an inspiring reference to her poetry. This element is absent in Dickinson’s poem. For instance, "Cain" is a character from the book of Genesis, which he had sinned.  His sin is a source of evil. Then, she puts "Cain" equal to "Negro" status in the religious belief to prove her point of view about the freedom to enter God’s world. People still have an opportunity to refine themselves and go to the heaven. This poem also expresses her desire to reach heaven where her color and social status would no longer appear or keep her away from her glory. 
Finally, the reader will discuss the differences and similarities between Dickinson and her contemporary poet – Sigourney. Personal versus public poetry is one of the differences between these two poets. Dickinson poems are usually personal which identify her own thoughts and feelings toward particular subjects such as her religion in “Some keep the Sabbath going to Church”. For instance, the first stanza emphasizes the devotion to God every second of her life, not only Sunday like “some” people (Dickinson 1310). Dickinson’s poem is full of surprise with unusual vocabulary such as “Surplice” or “Clergyman” (1310). The poem is arranged in imperfect rhyme scheme to approach an abstract idea, which made her poetry is more difficult to read and understand. Dickinson doesn’t describe her topic straight forward, while Sigourney describes her topic forward. Sigourney’s poem is considered as public poetry, which her poem approaches public subjects about social cohesion and social responsibility about the genocide of Native Americans in “The Indian’s Welcome to the Pilgrim Fathers.” Sigourney’s poem tells a story about the Native American. On the contrary, Dickinson’s poems usually do not express any story rather than her feelings and thoughts. In the first stanza, the poet describes the landscape and the arrival of the Pilgrim to the new land (Sigourney 456). In the second stanza, the poet describes the invasion of the Pilgrim through the image of “the church-spire woo the skies” (Sigourney 456). The Pilgrim brought their custom and religion into the colony. In the third stanza, the poet describes an Indian chief’s appearance unfriendly with “haughty stride” and angry eyes, but she immediately explains that he comes to say “the welcome of the New” (Sigourney 456). In the fourth stanza, the poet emphasizes the Indians’ “welcome” was causing their loss of moral standard, social position, and especially “their native land” (Sigourney 456). In the last stanza, the poet implies that the Indian’s life would have better without “welcome” the first shelters (Sigourney 456). In addition, the similarity of these two poets is the usage of punctuation and dash. The poems are divided into the stanza, and each stanza consist the same number of verses. However, the reader may feel that Sigourney’s poem is simple and easy to understand than Dickinson’s poem, because Sigourney’s poem is a story with less of variations. Moreover, Sigourney writing style in this particular poem also cultivates the reader’s emotion of sympathy toward her subject – the Native American. 
In conclusion, these four female poets have their own distinct styles, which will influence the reader toward the topic in the different way. They devote their heart into the poem to write the creative poems, which guide the readers to their imagination. They are well-known poets, and have a lot of excellent and invaluable poems that inspire the future generation to study. Through their poetry, the future generation will try to discuss and analyze the real meaning of these poets.
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