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Dior + Balenciaga Fashion Rave
                                            By Sunny Lee
[image: A person in a red dress

Description automatically generated with low confidence]                                     




 Dior + Balenciaga: The Kings of Couture and Their Legacies exhibition is based in the Fashion Institute of Technology Museum Located In NY, NY.  This exhibit runs from June 1, 2022, till November 6, 2022. Unfortunately, I didn’t have many days to view this exhibit, but November 6 at 1pm is when I attended for the 2nd time during its open and closed date. The exhibition focuses on Christian Dior and Balenciaga 65-piece garments and ensembles drawn solely from The Museum at FIT's permanent collection.

 The tone of the Dior/Balenciaga exhibit was dark yet warm and soft. The main attraction was the items that were displayed. From dresses to Balenciaga iconic jacket every light specifically shined on each individual garment for it to be its main attraction. The room was sort of a curvy straight away filled with extraordinary pieces. The structure that was formed in the room was advertising dresses of the exhibition and as you walk down the aisle more designs came about such as blazers, sets and jackets. In my opinion the exhibit was a mixture of historical and modern. Only because the pieces that was shown in the beginning of the exhibition was more of older styles and towards the end of the exhibition became more modern pieces especially the Balenciaga jacket which was the last item which was amazing because in Balenciaga’s newest collection this jacket is a to die for jacket.

The theme of the exhibition to me was more historical to current time and it also revealed how time has done nothing but repeat itself in fashion. With all of Dior and Balenciaga’s dresses, blazers, sets and jackets has shown a preview of different times and cultural aspect in where the world was during each garment time. With the world biggest fashion houses this theme was nothing short of amazing especially how they combined both creatives and how they had similar taste when designing.  

This exhibition core focus to me was their unique construction techniques and the beautiful craftsmanship of their individual ateliers were highlighted and more of a creative artistic rather than commercial because of its chosen garments they decided to showcase. I believe this showcase was for museum goers was to educate on timing. The garments were very outdated to up to date. This showed the transformation within fashion between the two. The inspiration and cultural aspect were told throw out the showcase because it showed how they made luxury clothing for just about anyone in every way. If feathers were a sign of elegant, they exposed within the designs how a feather dress was supposed to make a women feel and look. Corsets was a major item within time, and they also showed how as time went by how women wanted a more conservative yet sexy look and the designer’s creative masculine yet feminine blazer like jackets. The transformation within time was amazing how the museum put it together to deliver a message about times and transformation in fashion. 

Balenciaga, red polyester and down-filled puffer coat with scarf
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Introducing Balenciaga’s newest creative director Demna Gvasaila created a new look to Balenciaga fashion house and along his first season of creativity he birthed this very puffer jacket for FW2016. This puffer jacket relates to contemporary fashion because of its newly innovative look. This look Demna created was just in time for what the world has been waiting on and similar looks were floating around but not from such bigger brands such as Balenciaga. This look in the exhibition was displayed as its last piece to be shown with a velvet like material, underneath was a sparkly high neck top which brought the jacket a different attraction of how the bling sets off the puffer’s color. The role of this jacket would be Balenciaga’s outerwear of the new life. Meaning Balenciaga’s innovative new look by a young and creative director of this generation. I believe it was relevant for the exhibition to display this jacket because of it being more modern and relevant to the fashion industry and culture. I learned from this jacket and its history that as a young inspiring designer to keep on thinking outside of the box and stay creative. Big fashion houses are very intreated in new fresh creative directors and designers. Soon in about 5 years from now fashion houses will collaborate with this generation on designs and main streaming them. Fashion falls into the category of technology and trends that make sense. So therefore, big brands will be soon looking to collaborate on making fashion history.

Inconclusion, Dior and Balenciaga exhibition was taking a look at two of the greatest fashion houses in history. This exhibit was Fashion vs Art and both assignments were nailed. Not only was it a combination of fashion and art but it also told a story about the how the industry evolved yet certainly many times still exist in modern times. This trip alone to the exhibition was worth my time and anyone who’s interested in designing or that has a passion for fashion should take advantage of fashion history with the greatest brands. I definitely got a feel of being inspired and also many ideas for my future collection for my very own brand. As a visitor you will not only take away creative ideas but also an understanding of how important fashion has been for years. This exhibition has enhanced my understanding of fashion and aesthetic experience and cultural phenomenon. From the material to the lighting and designs culturally I respect every decade that has gotten a chance to experience this brand. I would most definitely recommend this exhibition to almost anyone because it was well worth the time and experience, Plus it was FREE!
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