NIGO AND THE 0 g
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NIGO:
BACKGROUND &
ORIGINS

* Born Tomoaki Nagao
in Maebashi, Japan
(1970)

* Studied at Bunka
Fashion College

» Started career at
Popeye magazine

* Co-founded Nowhere
store with Jun
Takahashi in 1993




BIRTH OF A BATHING APE (BAPE)

* Inspired by the  Early use of * Known for bold
* Launched phrase 'a exclusivity graphics and

BAPE in 1993 bathing ape in through limited signature camo
lukewarm water' product drops prints




GLOBAL EXPANSION IN THE
2000S

» Bapesta sneakers launched in 2002
 BAPE stores opened in London, NYC, and LA
» Collaborations with Pharrell Williams, Kanye West

 Cultural integration with hip-hop and music scene



NIGO’S BROADER
INFLUENCE

* Pioneered the 'drop' model in fashion

* Blended Eastern aesthetics with
Western pop culture

* Challenged traditional luxury norms
with graphic tees and sneakers

» Appointed artistic director of Kenzo
in 2021



CONTROVERSIES
AND CHALLENGES

 Nike lawsuit over
Bapesta sneaker
(2023-2024)

* NFT backlash over
culturally insensitive
imagery (2021)

* Post-2008 brand
identity issues after
I.T acquisition
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LEGACY AND
CULTURAL IMPACT

* BAPE
represents
more than
fashion—it
is a cultural
movement

* Influenced a
generation of
designers and
creatives
worldwide
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