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ENG 2400:  FILMS FROM LITERATURE:
SHADOW PLAY
Dr. Matthew K. Gold






   TH 2pm-5:30pm
Email:  mgold@citytech.cuny.edu
  
   


   Section D552
Phone:  (718) 260-4972




   
   Room: Namm 505A
Office:  Namm 520






   Fall 2013
Office Hours: TH 12pm-1pm
Course Website: http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/shadowplay/ 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will allow students to examine the relationship between film and their literary sources. Through classroom discussions and out-of-class assignments, students will analyze classic and contemporary literary texts and their cinematic versions. Students will examine the relationship between film and literature, with specific focus on the techniques used in fiction, drama and film and the influences of censorship and society. Students will focus on the similarities and differences of literary works adapted into films.
Prerequisites: ENG 1101
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
General Education Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to

· Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view. 

· Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically. 

· Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions.

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to

· explicate texts as individual works of film and literary art; compare and contrast literary works and their film versions.

· examine variations in storytelling techniques between literary works and motion pictures.

· summarize the main ideas and themes of literary works assigned.

· refer to specific passages in the text to support interpretation of the main idea and themes and explain why these passages are important to an understanding of the work.

· trace the relationship between/among works of various cultures, periods, and genres in themes and techniques.

· discuss character development, human values and character conflicts, and the development of the great ideas in the literary works and film versions.

· identify literary terms, figures of speech, and tone when discussing literature; identify cinematic strategies and genres when discussing film.

· employ appropriate terminology when discussing literary works and motion pictures.

· use the standards of good writing taught in ENG 1101; use MLA New Style format for documentation, works cited, and 

· punctuation, to document sources used in analytical writing on film and literature.
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS AND MATERIALS:
· James M. Cain, Double Indemnity
· Phillip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
· George Orwell, 1984
· Frank Miller, Sin City
· Walter Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADES:

· Blogging and online participation (15%)

· Paper 1 (20%)

· Paper 2 (20%)

· Midterm exam (15%)

· Final exam (20%)

· Regular attendance and active classroom participation (10%)
THE OPENLAB

This course will utilize the OpenLab (http://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/), and open academic environment for the City Tech community. Check it out and browse through the work being done this semester at the College.
COURSE POLICIES:
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory in this discussion-based course.  Students who miss more than three classes for any reason other than a documented emergency will lose one-third of their final grade for each additional absence.  Students who miss more than five classes are likely to fail the course.  If you miss class, you must contact your classmates to find out what you’ve missed.  In-class writing assignments cannot be made up.  Arriving after roll has been taken will count as a lateness and one-third of an absence.  

Participation: The success of this course depends upon your regular and active participation in class discussions. To receive full credit for participation, you must make constructive contributions to our classroom discussions.  This includes the completion of all reading and writing assignments.  

Please do not read or write text messages in class unless asked to do so by Professor Gold, as this activity is distracting and disrespectful.
Deadlines: You must adhere to your assigned dates and times. All assignments must be prepared prior to the class meeting, according to the due date and time, and fully complete.  If you need an extension, you must contact me at least 24 hours before the assignment is due to explain why an extension is necessary.  Late work will be penalized by one-third of a grade for each day it is late.

You will be responsible for all assignments and deadlines regardless of absences.  Hence, I strongly recommend that you have a contact person in the class from whom you can get assignments and notes in the event of an absence.  
Email Etiquette:  In your email messages to me, please observe the rules of formal letter-writing etiquette:  begin each message with a greeting (“Dear Professor Gold”) and end each message with a closing (“Sincerely, Model Student”).  Avoid texting language (“hey prof. g?  How r u?”) or messages that contain only an attachment and no message.  Use standard punctuation and capitalization.  Messages that do not comply with this etiquette will not be read and will instead be responded to with a message saying “Please read the section in my syllabus on email etiquette.”
Incompletes:  Incomplete grades will not be given except under extraordinary circumstances, and even then, the student must have completed course work at a passing level and must complete a written agreement with me regarding the completion of the work. 

New York City College of Technology Policy on Academic Integrity:  Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.
Plagiarism: DON’T DO IT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES!!!!  The penalties for plagiarism in this course include failure of the course and additional academic sanctions;  I will report all incidences of plagiarism to City Tech’s Academic Integrity Officer.  If you are confused about what plagiarism is or have questions about how you should avoid it, please contact me before your paper is due.  Do not, under any circumstances, hand in plagiarized work.
Students With Disabilities:  Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. I will work with the Student Support Services Program (Atrium 237 – 718-260-5143) to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 
Syllabus Disclaimer:  Any part of this syllabus may be revised during in the semester at the sole discretion of the instructor.
COURSE RESOURCES:

City Tech Learning Center:  Atrium G-18, (718) 260-5874 
The Atrium Learning Center provides a wide range of free academic support services to City Tech students, including computer facilities, tutoring assistance, and workshops.  Tutors in the Learning Center can help you focus and develop your papers; please visit the center as often as possible this semester.  

The Ursula C. Sherwin Library:  Atrium Fourth Floor, (718) 260-5485 

It is my hope that you will become intimately familiar with the library this semester.  During the semester, we will meet with a librarian for a session on the effective use of online resources and literary databases.

