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It’s safe to say that 2020 has brought 

upon many changes and tribulations. 

Lockdowns, business closings, social 

distancing, toilet paper shortages, and of 

course, the closing of schools. Through 

the switch from in-person learning to at-

home learning and the research that I 

have done about the change (as a student 

myself), I have learned a variety of things 

that I feel would be beneficial for more 

students alike to know. The most notable 

change to come from the switch to 

remote learning has been the decline in 

academic performance. With the 

adjustment to full-time online instruction 

being new to not only students but to 

teachers and faculty as well, this is to be 

somewhat expected. However, the 

majority making up the decline of 

academic performance are those less 

fortunate students who come from 

minority groups composed primarily of 

Black and Latino, low-income, and 

disabled backgrounds. The 

disproportionate representation of 

academic performance between minority 

and well-off students is nothing new. 
This is something that has been going on 

for ages: the wealthy vs the poor. 

However, this article is not about that 

argument (although, there is a 

correlation), this article is about how and 

why minority students are the ones 

primarily being negatively affected by 

remote learning.  

 
 

Prior to the pandemic, urbanized 

schools would receive less funding and 

resources which in turn would reflect in 

the poor performance of students in these 

communities. Although schools in these 

areas could not provide the same 

resources schools in suburban 

communities could, urban schools did 

provide students with some resources 

they no longer have as they school from 

home. Such resources include first and 

foremost, the lack of WIFI and internet 

service. Following suit, the lack of 

technological devices. These two very 

important resources are the basis for 

online learning. Without a 

computer/laptop and a hotspot, one 

would not even be able to attend online 

classes, thus, students without access to 

these two things would not be able to get 

an education. Another vital resource low-

income students are now without is 

school lunch. Both parents and students 

relied on their schools to provide 

breakfast and lunch for those who could 

not afford to provide themselves. This in 

result, has led to food insecurity and lack 

of nutrition among high poverty students. 

The next problem students face not being 

in a school environment is an appropriate 

and efficient work/study space. Being at 

home, students are more often than not 

sharing the same common spaces with 
multiple family members. At schools, 

there were quiet places for them to study 

such as a library or a free classroom. Not 

having an isolated place to focus on their 

studies and schoolwork causes students 

to be distracted and unconcentrated. This 

whole situation has of course been tough 

on the parents of these students as well. 

With non-essential working parents 

being out of work due to the nationwide 

closings of stores and businesses, they 

are tight on funds for bills, food, and 

other necessities. Parents who are not 

native English speakers are unable to 

help their children with schoolwork, 

however if they have older children, they 

pass the role onto them to help their 

younger siblings out with schoolwork. 

This can cause pressure and stress on the 

older child if they also have work of their 

own to do. In multiple family homes, 

stress is high not only for the reasons I’ve 

just discussed but also because being in a 

crowded living space means the 

possibility of catching COVID-19 and 

spreading it to the rest of the household 

is high. Studies have shown that students 

do not learn as well when they’re under 

stress. All together these factors build up, 

so it’s no surprise that the nation’s 2020 

academic performance is down 0.2 points 

from last year on the Achievement 

Index’s report card, ranking between a C 

and D average. 

Schools have been doing their best to 

try and bridge the academic gaps by 

providing tech devices with WIFI 

hotspots and by setting up food drives 

and pantries. If you are a student in need 

of such resources, I encourage you to 

reach out to your school or local church 

to see what they are offering.
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