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The
Vicissitudes
ol Sex

Prebirth demographics
reveal that the probability

of finding one sex over another
changes with time

In the delivery room, the (slight) odds are
that a newbaom is a baby boy, not a gir',
Males make up 51.3 pereent of live births
in the LLS., a rate that has remained about
constant for the past seven decades. Ex-
perts assumed that this male-skewed sox
ratio began at concaption, but a nevw analy
sis of fetal records shows that the chances
averall of finding a boy or a girl start out at
60-50 and change over the course of prag
nancy—leaning female, then male, then
female again as nine months pass,

In the most compnehensive study of its
kind Lo date, biologist Steven Hecht Orzack
of the Fresh Pond Research Instilute in Mas-

raughly 36 million fertility treatment records,
prenatal tests, induced abortions and LLS
Census data points, They discovered several
nodes at which the sex mtio wavered from
50-50. Those vacillations most likehy anse
because of genetic and chromaosomal ab-
nermalities that cause natusal abortions at
various stages of gestation, wiite the study's
authoars in the Procaedings of the National
Acadeny of Sciances USA

“This is basic knowledge about human
pregnancy that we didn't have before.”
Ovzack says. "Demographers, developmen

Lal biclogists, and mary more can all gel

sachusetts and his collaborators anahzed something out of this study."” —Kat Long
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At concaption, the chaneos
affinding a malbe ar femala
ernbeyo are equal—a con-
clubon deyws froman

analysis of records of thiee-

o si-day-old embryos
derrvad from assisted
regirnchictiv: bechnokegy
(ART], which includes in
vitro kertiliztion, fertility
midication and surrogacy.

One o e wieshs alter con
cpticn, embrvas that bear
shnermalities on the sex
chionorsommes or the Thth
sl 1tk chromosome: ane
aboriad naturally. Data from
medically induced ahortions
and 4 prenatal test called
chorianic villus sarmpling
JCYS) indicated that mare
roales kard these droma-
somal problems than
formades, resuilting ina
leamade-biased rato &t ths
paint in pregriancy.

Mhane femakes than makes die
during the frst trimester arnd
at the: beginming of the sac
o, the neseanchers ound
athie lowokaneg ) pocrds from
thee prenatal disgnossic ted
amwiocentess. They attr
bute the desths todeselop:
meital abriorrralities with
prieaf the two X chren-
womiess, but the underlying

e 5 undesr.

At abeul the 3Bth waek of
pregrancy. boys reach thalr
criticul fetal weight, which
uriggers birth. Ths, the s
raitins o warvborm Feturses for
the 3% and 40th woeks ol
pregnancy skews sfghtly
fernale, Far all live births,
Carsus records shaw that
rmales ascount for a litle
e than half, demon
strating that mone kemabes
Than ke die owerall] for
the duration of pestation
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Stick your neck out

and meet somecne.

Mingle with others of your kind
in the singles group for science
and nature anthusiasls

(now FREE 1o join!)
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