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UNIT III – Learning from Each Other: Affinity, and Inquiry 

Section I :  

YOUR SKILL/INTEREST  

 
MY SKILLS/ACTIVITIES ARE... 
 
1.Makeup  
2.Basketbsall  
3.Art 
4.Decorating.  
  
1.Here You will tell us a little bit about WHAT YOU ALREADY KNEW BEFORE the 
confinement/what your experience has been with this skill/activity.  
  
      I pretty much did the same thing before and during this confinement except 
going out and playing basketball in the park. I still do the other three, I still draw 
and do makeup but I do love the decorating. I've noticed that I decorate a lot 
when I'm home. So far I redid my room three times and did my sisters mini 
birthday table, decorated for Ramadan in three different apartments. It's like I 
have nothing better to do than decorate, but I do. I have so many things to do. It's 
crazy how I'm still standing. I just squeeze my hobbies in so I don't get bored 
doing the other things in my life.   
 
2. Here You will tell us SOMETHING NEW you learned about it during this confinement 
period. If you haven’t learned anything new, then go out now and find out something(s) 
that you didn’t know about it before!  
 
Something I didn't know before this confiendment is that it is not that hard to 
plan for an occasion, all you need is a credit card, computer or any device with 
internet lol. The most important thing needed is your vision/idea. I always 
thought I needed a month in advance to get everything ready, but not anymore 
because it was in my head. Having all the time in the world is just a waste of time 
honestly. It only delays your work, but then again since I've been stuck at home, I 
lost many of my outside activities.  I also learned to improvise, when decorating 
you always say “Oh I need to get this or I forgot to buy this...” so I learned to 



improvise. I searched for DIY videos of the things that I couldn't go out to get to 
order online. Which was great because it kept me from sitting down and doing 
nothing.   
 
 
 
3. Here You Will Give credit to THE SOURCE(s) of this new information and tell us a bit 
more about this/these sources and why you like them. Show us where we can go to find 
them.  
 
My go to sources for decorating are either weheartit or tumbler but mostly 
youtube. That's just when I don't know what to do but, decorating just 
comes to me as I go. I would think of a theme and express it with details I 
find around me. I feel happy doing it. It's like art to me, everytime I hear the 
word gathering or party I get excited. I always loved staying after school to 
help with decorating the upcoming event. After I got known for my 
decorating skills at my school the dean decided to make a decorating 
committee and that's how it started for me. The most fun and more 
exciting part of all of this is, the shopping. Shopping for the theme is the 
best part. You can never buy something by accident. I like to think of it as 
a way you're conscious telling you you'll need it.  
 
341346233  weheartit link. https://partyparadiseballoons.tumblr.com , and 

finally youtube  results  

 

  

https://weheartit.com/entry/341346233?context_page=5&context_query=party+decor&context_type=search
https://partyparadiseballoons.tumblr.com/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=party+decorations+diy


 
Dates are a big deal in ramadan. The first thing we eat when we break our 
fast is the date then a cup of water. It's part of our (Sunnah) 
   
 

 
My family really wanted to spend Ramadan back in my country this year 
but with all that's going on, My dad cancelled so I decided to get creative 
and bring it here. The backdrop is a traditional sitarah I brought back with 
me the last time I went which was 2018. I just thought it was the perfect time 



for it to be displayed. I ordered a couple of things to make it more of a 
Ramadan theme and it worked out perfectly.  

 
I kept going back and forth moving stuff adding stuff because I always say you 
can never go wrong with decor, everyone has an eye for it some might like it 
some don't.  

 

 

Section II  

Paires assignment  

1.What you have in common  -- where you meet on common ground on a 

deeper level, as well   
 

● We’re both the older siblings in a way. He's the oldest of 4, 3 sisters and 1 
brother. I on the other hand am not the oldest child but, I am the oldest 
sister. Technically I do have two older brothers, but my parents treat me 
like the oldest child. I basically do everything in the house after my mom 
ofcourse. Anyways Antonio, it’s the same too, he takes care of his siblings.“ I 
went through the same thing as my siblings were growing up. I had to look 



out for them, or sometimes help around the house with anything my 
parents would ask for. ” Only those who themselves are the oldest children 
would get it, we’re like their second parents.   

● Another common thing we both have is baking. Antonio just started baking 
while I've been doing it since I was 14. He finds it fun and I don't, not 
anymore. It was at first, but I got bored of it, I still do it from time to time 
though. Antonio sounds and looks like baking is his passion, the results, 
how they end up looking, the excitement. That moment is everything. Well 
that's how I felt when I first started to bake. His pictures say it all. I asked 
him how baking made him feel and he said, “Baking makes me feel 
unstressed, happy, and definitely makes me express my creativity.” There 
you go, someone who loves and has passion for their skill. 
 

● Definitely a common thing I found to have with Raghda, was even if 
she isn’t the oldest sibling from her family, she has been the one that 
has been like a second parent to her siblings. I feel the same way but 
I believe I didn’t have a choice since I was the first one to be born, so 
I couldn't say no.  

● As Raghda mentioned she has used to like to bake as well, she had 
been baking since she was 14, but eventually she stopped baking 
and might bake from time to time. Either way I feel like she has a 
great passion to decorate and she does an amazing job. I think 
decoration is just her way of expressing a passion she has at the 
moment. Especially her photos were proof of her hard work and 
showed what she is capable of.  

 
 
2.What new thing(s) you learned from each other. 

● Something I learned from Antonio was, it's never too late to start something 
new in your life, you just gotta make time to try something new from time to 
time, because you never know you might be really good at it. He started 
baking because he was stuck at home with nothing to do. In the end he 
ended up liking it and actually having the skill for it.  

● I would have never guessed from Raghda that she would love to decorate, is a great 
passion of her’s and she does an AMAZING job. After talking with her and seeing her 
pictures you can tell how much effort and time she will put into decorating. Like she says 
decorating for her feels like she is in sync with the same song. 

 
 
3.What new thing the other person pushed you to learn about your 

own skill 

 



● Talking to Antonio made me feel like I'm actually doing something people 
like because I'm always trying new things, I don't know how it feels for 
others. Getting Antonio's feedback, him telling me that my hard work is 
paying off makes me feel happy.    

● Raghda gave me her honest feedback, and even though she hasn’t tried a pastry or 
bread of mine I know she was happy at the great job I did in making them. Gave me a 
confidence boost that not only my family and close friends think what I do is great, but 
also Raghda thinks baking became a great hobby of mine.  

 
4.What new perspective you gained from doing this exercise 

 
● What I gained from this exercise is talking to a known/random person 

about what it is you're into. It’s a great thing for your mental health 
because you never know what people might be thinking about themselves 
or what  others think about them. Talking to Antonio gave me a clear 
perspective  of  that.    

● A new perspective that I gained was that sometimes when you talk with 
people/friends that you don’t usually speak to in your everyday life, they 
can offer criticism that is valuable and honest which gives a person a 
greater sense of confidence. At times you even find yourself to be more 
alike than you would have thought.  

 
 

Section III(A):  

REFLECTION ON YOUR PAIR   

My partner was Antonio Garcia. I found it really easy to communicate with 
Antonio, only because we were partners before. In the beginning  of the semester 
during professores Schmerler's birthday party we were made partners to get to 
know each other. The first time I saw Antonio he was sitting down at the table next 
to me, I didn't know how to start. We actually had a mutual friend, Wala Nagi. She 
knew him from last semester, they were in the same math class. When we were 
assigned as partners she introduced us to each other because I was too shy. I 
didn't know what to say. Then we got to talking, and he was nice. We exchanged 
movies and I told him to watch the movie “Motherless brooklyn.” we ended up 
having many things in common. I don't need to mention them here, there already 
in (section II). We talked  about his family and how quarantine was going for him, 
also about our skills. It was very entertaining. For example, I did  not know his 
father was a chief/baker. I felt comfortable sharing things with him. He gave out a 
good vibe. I learned that boys aren't what they seem like from the outside. They're 



not all jocks and cold lol i  dont talk to alot of boys but the ones I do talk to, they 
all like games and sports. Antonio changed that mindset for me.  

Section III(B):  

OVERALL REFLECTION   

Im crying :( :(   

I can’t believe how fast time flew this semester, especially prof. Schmerler class 
English 1121. I really enjoyed having her as my English professor. I loved her 
energy. She was full of artfulness and always  gave us these interesting 
assignments that everyone loved. My friends and I would drag ourselves to 
attend our other classes but hers, we would always be happy to go and see what 
new activity or assignment she's giving us. I didn't know I was gonna love english 
this much. I loved all the assignments she gave us  but the skill one was my 
favorite. We were able to connect with each other without having to see each 
other in person. I read some very interesting skills that other students had. Some 
I related to too, like makeup, basketball, baking and many more. I got to know 
who people are  from the inside, not how they give out to everyone. It's very 
interesting how people open up just by communicating with each other.  

There is one thing I really wanted to fix before the semester ended, Punctuation. 
This is the one thing that I failed to fix about my writing. But now that I know that 
it's a huge turnoff in my work I'm definitely going to focus more on it. In these last 
few days I did try harder on finding where my punctuation is most weak, like the 
commas and run on sentences however, I think I got the hang of it. I think I just 
needed to focus more on it because before I never did.  

Knowing everything that you already know about me,  I think my overall grade 
should be an A but, if you think I don't deserve this grade because of other weak 
spots I have then, I’m fine I'll just work harder in it. But in the meantime lol I’d really 
appreciate the A.      


