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New York City’s ethics
watchdog has fined a proba-
tion aide who flashed her
agency ID to demand free
LIRR rides and a housing au-
thority administrator for
sending subordinates to a
Roslyn car dealership to fix
her personal vehicle’s brakes
and buy a key.

Both women admitted to
the misconduct and agreed to
serve unpaid suspensions, ac-
cording to the Conflicts of In-
terest Board, the watchdog
agency that routinely disci-
plines hundreds of city work-
ers for ethics lapses.

Tatyana Burgess, at the pro-
bation agency since 2015, will
forfeit 10 work days, worth
about $1,206. Leslie James,
who has worked for the New
York City Housing Authority
since 1991, will forfeit 20
days, worth about $7075.

On three occasions during
her morning commute in De-
cember 2016 and January 2017,
Burgess, a community service
aide for the Department of Pro~
bation in Manhattan, showed
her probation agency ID to a
Long Island Rail Road conduc-
tor. In one of the attempts, a
conductor  balked when
Burgess ‘“insisted that the
LIRR conductor allow me to
ride the train for free,” accord-
ing to a statement she signed
and released by the board.

It's unclear whether Burgess
successfully evaded the fare and
how the case came to the
board'’s attention.

In November 2015 James
gave two autoworker subordi-
nates $300 ona work day and in-
structed them to drive to Roslyn
from Brooklyn to buy brakes
and a key at a Long Island deal-
ership and to install the brakes.
The trip took an hour each way.
The wait at the dealership was
20 minutes while the key was
programmed, according to the
board. The brake installation
took two hours — “four hours
and 20 minutes of their
NYCHA workday performing
these tasks for my personal ben-
efit,” she wrote in her signed
statement to the board.

Tames will.also be an work-
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A Miami lawyer was sentenced Thursday to 364 days in jail for forging judges’ signatures in more
than 100 Florida civil cases involving structured settlements.

Jose Camacho
(ht‘lp:IMww.abajoumal.cnm.fnews.'am‘de:’iawyerkisAaccused_of_forgingJudges_signaturesinnimnre_fhan_1OO_documents.'), 47, had
claimed he forged the signatures of at least eight Broward County judges because he had a high-
volume practice and didn’t want to wait for signoffs from backlogged judges, the Miami Herald
{http:/fwww. miamiherald.com/news/localicrime/article 165234 737.htmi) reports. His sentence also includes 10 years of
probation.

Judges in Florida are required to approve structured settlements, which are paid out over time.
Camacho was able to submit the farged paperwork because lawyers were allowed to take signed
orders to the clerk's office on their own, the article explains. Broward County now requires involvement of a court clerk.

Camacho's forgeries were discovered after Judge Marina Garcia-Wood noticed an order with her signature had a date when
she was out of town.

Copyright 2017 American Bar Association. All rights reserved.
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Middle District of Louisiana
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Thursday, May 12, 2016

Baton Rouge Attorney Charged With Distribution And
Possession Of Child Pornography

BATON ROUGE, LA - United States Attorney Walt Green announced today that a federal grand jury has
returned an indictment charging CHRISTOPHER G. YOUNG, age 53, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, with
distribution of child pornography and possession of child pornography.

According to the Indictment, YOUNG was the part-owner of a hotel in the country of Costa Rica, where he
traveled frequently for business and leisure. YOUNG allegedly received two videos depicting prepubescent
boys engaging in bestiality from an associate in Costa Rica. From 2013 through 2015, YOUNG allegedly
distributed the child pornography videos to approximately 38 different individuals, on 33 separate occasions,
through his smart phones.

The case is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This matter is being prosecuted by
Assistant United States Attorneys Cam T. Le and René |. Salomon.

NOTE: An indictment is an accusation by the Grand Jury. The defendant is presumed innocent until and
unless adjudicated guilty at trial or through a guilty plea.
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The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Lawyers
have been given the green light to
scan the social media sites of jurors.

The American Bar Association
says it’s ethical for lawyers to scour
online for; Apubhcly available mus-
ings of citizens called for jury ser-
vice — and even jurors in delibera-
tions. But the ABA does warn law-
yers against actively “following” or
“friending” jurors, or otherwise in-
vading their private Internet areas.

Though judges now universally
admonish jurors to refrain from dis-
cussing trials on social media, the
nationwide lawyers group for the
first time is'addressing how deeply
attorneys, their investigators and
their consultants can probe for in-
formation that might signal lean-
ings of potential jurors, or unearth

- juror misconduct during trials.

Jurors’ online postings have dis-

rupted many legal proceedings,

. causing mistrials and special hear-’

ings on the effects of Facebook mus-
ings, tweets and blog writings about
their trial experiences. Lawyers and
judges have .also been wrangling
oyer how far attorneys can go in as-
sembling a jury with help from on-
lineresearch of social media habits.

#A: few judges have denied law-
yers permission to research social

media sites as overly invasive,

while others have allowed it. One
company has gone so far as to de-
velop a software product that
promises to create a juror profile
through social media posts and
monitor jurors during the trial.
The ABA’s ethics committee
began reviewing the issue and con-
cluded in April that looking at
Facebook . posts, Twitter tweets
and: other information gathered
passively is ethical research.

“It’s like any other publicly avail-

able" information,” said Donald
Lundberg, .an Indianapolis attor-
ney-who helped draft the ABA’s
opinion as an ethics committee
member. Lundberg said one of the
thornier issues for the commiittee

was whether lawyers could view

LinkedIn and other social media
sites that notify members that
they have been searched.
Ultimately, the ABA committee
decided a LinkedIn search was ethi-
cally sound, which runs counter to
an opinion issued by the New York
City Bar Association in 2010 that
saud any notice sent to a potential
]uror about a search amounts to
an unauthonzed communication.



