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Vera Maxwell fitting a model for Museum of the City of New York’s “A 
Salute to Vera Maxwell,” 1942. MCNY exhibition files. (Magisdon, 2018)

❏ Born Vera Huppe on April 22, 

1901 in New York 

❏ Died at 94 on January 15, 1995

Biography



1926
Chanel was photographed in a belted, grey, knit 
cardigan, pearls and a matching hat. 

© Bettmann (Pike , 2020) 

❖ Maxwell’s  first "real" design job was with Adler & 

Adler, where she worked from 1936-1937

➔ 1925: Maxwell visited London and was inspired by Coco 

Chanel’s designs - she became her idol which is why later 

on, Maxwell was considered "the American Chanel"

Suit
1937
Vera Maxwell 

American

Leather

Suit
Fall 1939
Vera Maxwell American - Wool 
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Suit
fall/winter 
1937–38
Vera Maxwell 

American

Wool

C.I.45.56.2a, b

C.I.45.56.4a, b

C.I.45.56.3a–c
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Dress
1940
Vera Maxwell American

No medium availabe

Jumpsuit
1945
Vera Maxwell American

Wool 

Ensemble
1945
Vera Maxwell American

Wool

Ensemble
1942
Vera Maxwell American

Synthethic

The 40’s
2009.300.116C.I.45.56.5a, b 2009.300.102a–d 2009.300.7072a–c
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50’s - 60’s

Ensemble
1956
Vera Maxwell American

Silk / Wool

Sweater
ca. 1950
Vera Maxwell American

Wool
Evening Ensemble
ca. 1962
Vera Maxwell American

Silk

Ensemble
fall/winter 1969–70
Vera Maxwell American

Wool - Leather

2009.300.428a, b
2009.300.1367 2009.300.7067a–c

1973.111.2a–c
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70’s- 80’s

Dress
1975
Vera Maxwell American

Nylon

Scarf
Spring/summer 
1976
Vera Maxwell American

Synthetic

1980.48.7 2009.300.8128

Tennis 
Ensemble
ca. 1976
Vera Maxwell American

Synthetic

2009.300.531a–c

"Speed Suit"
Spring/summer 
1976
Vera Maxwell American

Synthetic

2009.300.8122

2009.300.8134

Evening dress
1980
Vera Maxwell American

Synthetic
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