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The Textile Art of Flowers and Fabric

John Berger says that the content of a photograph is imperceptible, and that “photography has no language of its own. One learns to read photographs as one learns to read footprints or cardiograms” (293).  In this essay I want to focus on how two photographs of textile arts are mostly about dominant impression and colors, but also about objects. 

The first photo titled “Life” was taken on March 23, 2016. In this photo I capture a floral arrangement in a wooden centerpiece, sitting on top of a marble granite column and the background of a beige wall. The combination of yellow, blue, and purple flowers mixed together so perfectly with the green palm leaves. The frame of the photo cut most of the marble granite column, and part of the palms leaves of the floral arrangement, leaving on top the background of the wall. The second photo titled “Outsider” is a photograph of a tapestry made by Helena Hernmarck 1991, woven in Ridgefield, Connecticut and made with wool, linen, and cotton, originally titled “Beechtree West”. A tapestry is a heavy reversible textile that has design or pictures woven into it and is used especially as a wall hanging. In this photo, there is a large leafless tree and behind this tree, there is another tree with the difference that this tree has leafs and to the left there’s the view of branches with leaves that is part of another tree as well, also the green grass that is a lighter shade of the green leaves from the tree. The frame of the tapestry is different form the frame of the photo I shot. The frame of tapestry is a three inch border with a darker green fabric. The frame of the photo is a white wall, and on the bottom left corner of the tapestry, there is a small gold plate with Hernmarck information I provided above and also the marble beige wall underneath the tapestry.

The dominant impression of the first photo is energy. Its vibrant and vivid colors caught my attention the first second I saw it. It was like drinking coffee first thing in the morning, I felt so refreshed and awake. The studium of this photo is joy, happiness, and life just like the title of the photograph. Unlike my second photo the dominant impression is melancholy. The cloudiness and the leafless tree give the landscape a sadness view, we don't see the shadow of the tree so therefore we can agree that there's no sun. Also it seems as if the leafless tree does not belong with the other trees in the background. The contrast of colors in this photo of the tapestry is not vibrant which can also make it seem gloomy.

 The objects used for the floral arrangement are flowers, the wooden centerpiece,  and the marble granite column, the flowers sit in the wooden centerpiece and stand on the marble column. Selecting and organizing flowers to attain a pleasing and interesting design is very important for the viewer eyes to understand the work of art. The objects used in the second photograph are wool, linen, and cotton. Weaving colored weft threads or by embroidering on canvas. John Berger says “The objects recorded in any photograph (from the most effective to the most commonplace) carry approximately the same weight, the same conviction” (293). What differ is the power of absence and presence, and that’s how photography finds its proper meaning.

Textile art, are arts and crafts that use plant, animal, or synthetic fibers to construct practical or decorative objects. Both photography have this in common, and are mainly used for decorative purposes. While a tapestry is admire through the eyes of oneself, I think that the floral arrangement is more to my liking because, not only can the floral arrangement be admire through the eyes but also through the energetic color combination and the unique smell of fresh flowers giving a satisfactory pleasure to the mind.

What I’ve learned about photography is that, photography has no language, so therefore I have to analyze the dominant impression in every photo, as well as colors, objects, and what I  perceive from it the second I see a photo. Photographs are very important because photography captures what the eyes cannot see in the view of reality, because of it's immense detail I only acknowledge the basic objects in front me, and I do not analyze it thoroughly the way I would with a photograph. Photography can immortalize events, and can be moment of a place, thing, and/or people that can be served as evidence and most importantly as memories. From now on, I will cherish the true value of what is a photograph, and apply all that I have learned, not only to have as memory, but to have a transparent and comprehensible knowledge of everything in the picture, for example: colors, dominant impression, objects, time, studium, etc. For the rest my life.
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