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The Sun Rises and Sets

 

When you think about Photography, there is a lot that comes to mind. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words. Photos are good ideas for many situations, and I love that. From remembering the moment, to trying to capture the scenery, you take photos. Now photos are great and all, but can we compare them like we do with music, college courses, ideas, and fashion? I believe we can, and that’s what we’re going to do. Photographs can give us all types of different feelings. This lets us be able to compare them much easier.

Now while I do enjoy listening and comparing music, I also love to compare photographs with one another. I will be comparing photographs by describing and relating two photos that happen to be taken by me. These two photos have been originally taken in two countries in the summer of 2015. In the first photo titled “Travel Mornings,” you will see an airplane on an early morning. This early morning was in my country Kosovo. The second photo titled “Atlantic Dusk,” you can see a beach in a widely known place. This photo was a calm sunset in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

In my first photo I mentioned, travel mornings, I am in an airport in my country of Kosovo. This airport happens to be newly made and a big improvement from the last one. I forgot which day it was, but it was in the summer, and I happened to be waiting for a flight for Germany, where I would again take a flight to New York. Bored, waiting, and just reminiscing on the vacation that ended, I decided to get up and just look around. I had got up, brought a drink, looked up, and saw this beautiful sunrise. The sky was all colors of beautiful, and I thought, “What an amazing sight.” So I decided to take a photo with my phone, I also choose to purposely make the photo blurry because I liked the effect on it. This all has to do with the pro-filmic events.

This photo makes think and feel all kinds of things. My dominant impression of this photo is relaxed. This is a photo that when looked at, you’re just calm and observant.  Regarding my punctum, I would say it’s the orange sky.  This just makes me happy, and love the photo even more seeing the colors of the sky. Sadly there are no faces, but the stadium does show that it is morning and relatively dark. I guess you can say that this photo’s reality effect is in the middle because of the blurriness which also caused the documentary/art photo to be at a medium. Knowing the rule of thirds, I decided to put the airplane towards the middle. I wanted the plane and sunrise to be the center of attention, which also helped decided what would be left out by the frame.

My second photo, Atlantic dusk, happens to be in the wonderful Atlantic City in New Jersey. The photo was taken during the end of my stay there and I really liked it. I also had enjoyed the moment, the sun was setting, it was at the beach shore, relaxed, and there had been great weather. My first and second photo actually happen to be within maybe the same week, both shot on my phone. I took this photo for many reasons, but there are two simple reasons. For one, I felt that it was a nice photo, it had great color and I liked that it showed the sunset, the beach, boardwalk, and even the buildings. The second reason is that, it was taken for memories. This was a trip with my friend for a few days and it was really fun, and I would do it again. This photo happens to make me be relaxed and remember the moment, that I would say is my dominant impression. Since it was untouched and unedited, it is all reality effect.

My punctum would have to be the way the sun reflects on the water on the sand floor. I just really love the look of it. My photo unfortunately is low on the studium, it mostly just shows the beautiful sunset, and the night time to come. Since it is untouched, it is all documentary photo, and not at all an art photo. One reason it was taken, is for memories. I wanted to remember that experience. While taking this photo and thinking about the rule of thirds, I tried to have the horizon just above the middle of the photo. Luckily for me, I was able to take a panorama, which enabled me to have a lot of detail in the photo frame.

Since my photo both regard the sun and how it rises and sets, makes my photo very comparable. When looked at they are two similar photos that share a lot of the same features and details. For one, the both are based on the sun and its movements. Both photos were taken by me for the same reasons for more or less. Thus also giving me the same feelings. They are also both towards high on the reality effect, although one higher than the other.
Susan Sontag is one person who has similar ideas. Two quotes that she has stated are "Photographs furnish evidence," and "Photography has become one of the principal devices for experiencing something." Both these quotes are taken from one of her essays of the 1960 and 70s. Both these quotes also talk about my point that I've made in my essay. The point that taking photos can be for memories. Both Sontag and I have taken and felt that photos are a great way to certify the experience and prove you were there or let you remember a time before. 

I’ve always liked sunset and sunrise photos. I feel that they’re very easy to take and have a nice photo, just focus on the light from the sun. This causes some beautiful looking photos. As you can see, a lot of these photos can look pretty familiar and be very comparable. Using my photos I was able to compare most of the details of the two photos taken. These photos also usually have a similar relaxed vibe.

