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Two Photographs In The Afternoon And Evening
I had never seen the interesting shape of the cloud before. Recently, I took two photos that about the nature view in the afternoon and in the evening in New York City. The first photo ”The Cloud” was taken in USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, New York in September 11,2015 and the second photo ”The evening view from my balcony” was taken in my balcony in October 13, 2015. I used my phone to take the two photos. I took the two photos because they let me feel the power of the term punctum, despite the two photos were taken in different time and different place, I still get some emotion which is touching my heart. While I had a hard time of determine how my college life goes, I took the two thought-provoking photos and let me feel relax. This essay will describe and compare the two photos that I took. Comparison considers comparing two things in some common or different characteristics. Also, I will incorporate two quotes from “On Photography” by Susan Sontag to connect my two photos.

The first photo “The Cloud” was taken in USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center where located in the Flushing Meadows-Corona Park in Queens, New York City. It has been the home of the US Open Grand Slam tennis tournament. I went there in the afternoon and I watched an amazing tennis match. When I walked into the tennis center, I see the beautiful blue sky with different shapes of the cloud. The clouds distributed the whole sky from my sight. It was lining up from small to big. There is a stadium called Arthur Ashe Stadium, which is the main court of the tennis center. From my sight of view, the stadium is located under the clouds. The clouds seemed very intimate to the stadium. I thought that I could touch the clouds when I sit into the stadium. Near the stadium, there were a lot of trains parking there because the 7-train station is located there. At the time I took this photo, I was standing behind the railing. The clouds caught my attention to look up and aroused me to take out my phone to take this shot immediately. I felt very fresh and peaceful. Just because the background of this photo, which the blue sky with different shapes of cloud, made me feel the peaceful environment that I had. I gradually slowed down my footstep and focused on the scene in front of me. In this photo, I added the filter from my phone called “Hudson” which can lead me focus on one point. As I added the filter, it causes the photo to pop out the cloud more because I see the cloud at the first sight. 
The second photo “The evening view from my balcony” was taken in my balcony in October 13, 2015 by my phone. I took this photo when I just backed to home. It was around 7 o’clock in the evening. I saw a little sunset, some clouds, a row of neat houses, several cars, and some part of trees. The cloud distributed mostly on the right hand side and it was not too much. I saw a number from the cloud on the right hand side, which was like a number 63. It seemed interesting to me. At the front ground of the photo, there was a car moving on the road. When I took this shot, I didn’t realize that there was a car moving. I just felt that the sunset and the sky gave me an atmosphere. This photo gave me a power of the term punctum. When I looked at the view from my balcony, I feel very relaxing. I suddenly recalled my childhood. I remembered that I was so happy when I was a child because I didn’t have any stress or trouble at that time. When I gradually grew up, I have more and more stresses or troubles such as schoolwork, family, and friend. Sometimes, I feel so tired of life but when I looked on some nature thing, I will calm down and feel relax. Therefore, I like to see the natural thing such as sky, sunset, and grass. It makes me feel free and comfortable. 

Compare the two photos that I took, they had some contrast and similarity between them. They were both about the nature but they were taken in different place and different time. The first photo was taken in daytime and the second one was taken in the evening time. The place where I took these two photos is different. The color of the first photo is mostly blue because I added the filter “Hudson”. I didn’t add any filter in the second photo because it is already a dark photo. I don’t want to make it darker or lighter to confuse the focus. Besides the differences between the two photos, they still have some similarity between them. They are both having an interesting shape of cloud that can catch my attention to look at it. Even though they have different shape of cloud, the reason why I took these two photos is the same. The foreground of them are both transportation, one is train and the other one is car. 
I think my first photo “The Cloud” (2015) can be related to what Susan Sontag says “ Photography has become one of the principal devices for experiencing something, for giving an appearance of participation.” in “ On Photography” (534). I agree what Susan Sontag said because photography can record something that I had never been. In this photo “The Cloud”, I experienced something that I had never been which is I watched an amazing tennis match in the stadium. I believe that when I look back the photo in the future, I would still remember that moment because this photo will bring me back to the moment. Also, the photo gave me a participation of this event because I have a proof that I had been there. Moreover, I think my second photo “The evening view from my balcony” (2015) is very fit to what Sontag says “ It is a nostalgic time right now, and photographs actively promote nostalgia.” in “ On Photography” (538). It is true that photography can lead people to nostalgic. Like me, when I took the second photo “ The evening view from my balcony”, I think back to my childhood. For me, nostalgia is not just an object or thing that cause me to think return to the past. It can be a scene that leads me to think back to the past especially the happiness moment that I had.
Through this photography and comparison essay, I look more depth to my two photos than before. I try to give more details of the photos that I took and try to analyze deeply. I believe that if I look back these photos in the future, I will get different point of view because as I grow up, I will become more mature and think deeply in every thing. Also, I learn many terms of photography like punctum, stadium. I didn’t know that there is much knowledge about photography. Because of this essay, I start to get interest about the photography. It is interesting that photography can capture any moment that I want and it makes me get many feelings from the photography. 
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