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The Old and the New
Trains to me are a wonderful thing to see every day. Each time I am on a train, I learn more about it and about the routes that it travels on. Seeing a variety of trains used by the MTA appeals to me in a way that I see a mass amount of innovations from different time periods. I also see the diversity in the fleet. With that diversity, I have chosen to take photos of two different trains, both on the same line. The first photograph is called “A View of the Past” and the second photo is called “A Glimpse of the Future.” These photos show the large time frame gap between the two trains. They also show the many differences with technical and constructional features. The things that I would compare in this essay are the punctuum, the dominant impression, and the POV impression that the photos show. 

The first thing I would compare in the two photos is the punctuum. In the first photo, the focus point is on the train. This train was built in 1964-65 and has been in service well past the normal retirement age of a subway train. The reason why this is the focus point of the photo is because this photo represents how trains were built in the past. The R32 marked an era of trains being built with stainless steel. This train did not have much in technology and currently ranked one of the worst subway cars in MTA. The second photo is a photo of a R160A. These trains were built in 2006 and are currently used on most B division lines in MTA. This train is the focus point of this photo because it shows a “New Millennium” in the design of the railcars for the subway system.
The dominant impression that the first photo gives is that MTA is an aging mass transit system that is in need of major renovation. It shows how long the subway system has been in NYC and all the stress that it has been through to get to where it is today. This train is mainly found on the (C) and (J)/(Z) lines. These trains were on other lines but were replaced with the R160s after the trains reached their retirement age. Looking at the photo, it makes me feel like I am living in the 20th century were trains like this was dominant on the lines. Seeing this trains on the (C) line give an impression that this line has pause in time and is just waiting for someone to hit the play button. The dominant impression on the second photo shows a new era in the design of the subway system. Seeing this train return on the (C) line gives me a feeling that summer is coming. When I see this train, I see energy efficient, simple to drive train. This train is more comfortable and more reliable than its predecessors are. In this photo, I get the feeling of comfort and more room on this train. 
The POV impression that I see in the second photo is of the photographer standing in a spot in front of the stopping point of the train. The photographer may have chosen this view to emphasizing on the train heading towards him. This may signify a future for railway engineering. The firs photo with the train heading away from the photographer may be to represent a farewell to the train. This may signify a retirement for the train and hopes that a better train would come to replace it. In both photos, the photographer has chosen to show the trains in a way where most of it can be visible in the photo. 

Susan Sontag once said “photographs furnish evidence.” This is evident to these photos because each photo shows a different view point on life. “A View of the Past” shows how life was like in the late 1960s, where this train reigned supreme. “A Glimpse of the Future” shows how life has evolved to be more technological and is highly advancing. 
To sum up this essay, looking at these photos, I can see many differences and many similarities. Some of the well-seen differences include; the objects featured in the photo, the POV impressions, the punctuum, and the dominant impressions. Viewing the photos, you may also see many differences like what does the images represent, and may question why these photos were taken. What do you see when gaze upon these photos?
