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The Landscape of Two Photos
In “ From Doo wop to Hip Hop: The Bittersweet Odyssey of African Americans in the South Bronx,” an article found in The Place Where We Dwell: Reading and Writing about New York City, Mark Naison says, “ Sometimes, music can be a powerful tool in interpreting historical events ” (162). Photography has the same meaning as it allows us to remember important events in our lives. I will analyze two photographs to know the details involved in these beautiful images. While the landscape of both photos is related with the sky and the buildings, each photography has unique details that reflect the human being’s ability to create art, engineering, and the breathtaking beauty of nature. In the following paragraphs, I will describe and compare these photos. Furthermore, I will use photography terms to examine the photos.
The first photograph was taken at W 225th Street, Subway Station, Bronx, NY. The photo illustrates a blue sky with detached clouds and narrow bands that look like a cirrus clouds. There are seven buildings made of brown bricks with vertical windows. One of them has balconies with a sign on the top. Moreover, there is a gray, black, and white house. Some trees are located around the area. Particularly, there is a building with yellow “M” symbols from McDonald’s, with a wall that contains different shades of red and brown, apricot, pink, banana mania, white, gray, and black colors. Furthermore, there are different graffiti painted on the wall. Next to the wall, there is a black roof with puddles, and one of them, that I cannot decipher. In front of the building, there are some antique ruby sun blinds with the American silver McDonald’s letters.
The dominant impression is the surprise, because I have been in the train station for a long time, and I had never noticed the graffiti in that wall. The buildings, trees, and the sky are the studium of the photo. It was taken in the afternoon with a clear sky. The graffiti and the big “M” symbol are my punctum. At the top, the edges are composed by the sky. At the bottom, the edges are integrated by the black roof and the McDonald’s letters. These details represent the frame. The pro-filmic event was related to waiting for the train to go to the City Tech.  
The second photograph was taken at 657 Quarry Street, Fall River, MA. It displays thin clouds that look like a cirrus with a blue sky. There are two burlywood buildings, made of a kind of stone, with vertical windows. The most visible building shows 41 windows and some blue and white fabric. In front of the mentioned building it is located the Dollar Tree store. It exhibits green, brown, white, and almond colors. On the roof, there is an arch shape, in addition to an object that looks like a part of the air conditioning system. At the back of the store, there is a tree, next to a huge brown fireplace. There are blue, red, white, gray, and black cars in the parking area, and two people next to a blue car. A fence is located between the store and the building. In the other side of the shop, there is a blue dumpster, an electric pole, an almond trailer, a metal fence, and different signs with some yellow pieces of concrete. At the bottom of the photo, a shadow make a beautiful contrast in the image.
The dominant impression is the relaxation, because the photography was taken near the gym, where I train on weekends. The studium of this photo is related with the building, the store, the cars, the chimney, and the clear sky. The chimney and the huge shadow are my punctum. The frame is composed by the sky, at the top of the photo, and by the shadow at the bottom. The pro-filmic event was related with my attendance to the gym.
In “ Perfect and Unrehearsed,” an article found in the New York Times Magazine, Teju Cole said, “ There’s no single right answer, just as there’s no photographic formula ” (2). Same as the point of view of each person in relation to a photography. My basis is the landscape of both photos. The clouds of the NYC’s photo look thick compared to City of Fall River that looks thin. The NYC buildings are made of bricks contrasted with the Fall River that are made of stones. The art, engineering, and the nature are related with the punctum of both photographs. The chimney, graffiti, and the “M” symbol from McDonald’s, show the creativity, ability, and wit that the human beings have to make ingenious and wonderful things. The enormous shadow in the Fall River’s photo, reflects the lovely of our nature.
Photographs take us to live past moments that in occasions are unforgettable. In “ On Photography,” an article found in Susan Sontag: Essays of the 1960s & 70s, Susan Sontag said, “ A photograph passes for incontrovertible proof that a given thing happened ” (531). That is one of the most powerful features of a photo. The acquisition of skills about reading photos, it has helped me to better understand every detail within a photo. The photography terms are an excellent tool that allows me to analyze the photos in a deeper way. Nowadays, I am more conscious of the details and meanings involved in a photograph, and that will help me to take better angle, to be able to better appreciate the photos.
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