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Sweet Tooth
There are many different types of desserts around the world, but each one of them is as delicious as can be. In New York, I can find many types of desserts from around the world that I can taste for the first time and there is no limit on how many times I can try them. I tasted different types of sweets around New York because I love to try new things, and in my childhood. When I was in the Dominican Republic, I did not get to taste the many varieties of sweets that New York City has to offer. Two desserts that stood out for me, were the Chocolate Green Tea Lava Cake from Spot Dessert Bar, and “Creamart” and “Cup-Bingsoo” from Sweet Moment. While using dominant impression to express my feelings in the picture, I think it is better to use studium to describe the pictures that I took. Throughout my essay, I will be describing and comparing the studium, dominant impression, and the narrative of these two photographs.
Both photographs are two different types of sweets that came from two places within New York City. Spot Dessert Bar is a combination of Asian and American flavors and Sweet Moment is a Korean dessert. The first picture that I took was taken on October 10, 2017, when I wanted to try Japanese food and I walked with my friend Hoxin around Saint Marks Pl and found Spot Dessert Bar. This place offered different special sets of desserts, me and my friend choose to but three types of desserts for twenty-seven dollars. The sweets that stood out for me was the “Chocolate Green Tea Lava Cake,” it was a combination of chocolate and matcha. The second picture was taken on October 21, 2017, by me when my friend recommended to try the Korean ice shave and their signature drink called “Cup-Bingsoo and Creamart,” from Sweet Moment. In both pictures, I can see the vivid color, texture, and their varieties of flavors.
The first picture, the dessert is called “Chocolate Green Tea Lava Cake,” from Spot Dessert Bar that is located in 13 St Marks Pl. The studium of the picture is that the lava cake is made of green tea and chocolate with graham crackers. The picture was taken at a close look, the dessert is made out of an matcha ice cream, on the bottom graham crumbs and on the top a graham cracker shape like a horn. The lava cake is topped with chocolate and green tea powder and on the inside, is filled with a delicious match and chocolate fillings. The feelings that I get when I see this picture is happiness and full of excitement, that I able to try this sweet for the first time with someone that I share in common. John Berger states in his essay “Understanding a Photograph,” “What distinguishes the one from the other is the degree to which the photograph explains the message, the degree to which the photograph makes the photographer’s decision transparent and comprehensible.” (292). When I took this picture, it became part of a moment that I spend with my friend and as Berger said, “photograph explains the message,” that is to share the dessert with someone that I love and cherish the most.
The second picture, the sweet is called “Cup-Bingsoo,” and as for their signature drink “Creamart,” from Sweet Moment located in 106 Mott St. The “Cup-Bingsoo” reminds me of the time when I was in the Dominican Republic enjoying a cup of ice shave. Sweet Moment show us that Bingsoo is a very popular Korean shaved ice dessert that we can enjoy with different toppings. The angle that I took the photograph was upward in which I can see perfectly the sweets. In the picture, I chose the strawberry cup Bingsoo that contains milk shaved ice and in the inside of the shaved ice it has cereal, pieces of strawberries and mochi. At the top the Bingsoo contains a scoop of strawberry ice cream with pieces of strawberries, white chocolate and a rolled wafer cookie. “Creamart,” which is a signature drink of Sweet Moment is made out of cold brew coffee or milk tea and it comes with different cute designs. In my photo, it shows two different flavored “Creamart,” that is matcha and red velvet flavored whipped cream with cold milk tea. The designs are at random, my friend and I got the cute bear that is blushing with white ears and the cat. The photograph makes me feel relax, calm and happy as I still imagine myself sipping through the red velvet milk tea and talking to my friends. Susan Sontag said in her essay “On Photograph,” “The omnipresence of cameras persuasively suggests that time consists of interesting events, events worth photographing.” (535). As I took this photo, the dessert was interesting in its own way, the cute designs, how it was made, and it was worth photographing because is an event that I want to remember. Susan Sontag also said in “On Photograph” that “by conserving experience into an image, a souvenir,” I can show my friends and family something that I experienced and a moment in which I’m proud to have it as a part of my memories. (534).
When we think of desserts, we think about how the sweetness takes us somewhere unpredictable. For me, each that I eat desserts a savor the sweetness in it and makes me feel calm, relax, happy and excited to try something new in life. Desserts can be also something that people use to gather up on a special occasion to be together as a family. Sweets can also mean a special part of my childhood memories that I want to keep it for the rest of my life and recommend others what type of dessert they should go for.
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