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The photo Essay
Photos are very iconic; many people treasure them for many different reasons. The image that are being captured are sometimes memorable moments that means a lot to people and to bring back memories from the past that you can look back at to have joy and happiness. Two photos which were taken during a very cold and snowy day will be looked at, described and compare. Photo 1 is of a bridge at a dead-end road and photo 2 is of a view standing on the platform at the train station. Both photos are perspective photos, which gives the viewer an effect of distance within the photo. While these photos have many similarities, they also have many differences as well. For instance, some off the similarities between the two photos are color, weather and the type of view the photo gives and some of the differences are the location and the view of nature, these will be talked about more in the essay.

 First, we will be looking at the studium of photo 1. Photo 1 was taken in the evening probably around 2pm or 3pm; It was snowing and very cold when this photo was taken. It was also raining while it was snowing so it was wet and icy. If you look closely at the image you could see the snow falling from the sky and some already on the ground of the bridge. There was also a big yellow stop sign that was also in the center of the photo and on the sign, there were some graffiti. On a metal barrier that was behind the stop sign also had graffiti on it, a lot of the other barriers had graffiti on them as well. There were three metal barriers that had graffiti on them which were written in black, white and blue spray paint. On the bottom right of the photo there is an orange cone with two white stripes on it. To the left and right entrance of the bridge there are tall fences that ends on the other side of the bridge. Behind the fences there are some leaf less trees and if you look close enough you can see some buildings on the other side of the bridge as well.
The Pro-filmic event of Photo 2 is that I was on my way back from the store I was standing on the platform of the train station waiting for the train. It was snowing, cold and very wet so I decided not to walk home and take the train to make it easier. I knew if I didn’t take train it would’ve ended badly for me. For the Punctum, this happen to me before but the last time I decided not to take the train and I immediately regretted it because my finger got so cold that it became numb and I couldn’t feel them. When this happened, I was in tremendous pain and know I know the outcome would’ve been the same if I hadn’t taken the train, therefore I wasn’t trying to make the same mistake twice. Now let’s talk about the stadium of photo 2, this photo was taken at the Newkirk Plaza’s train station around 3pm, it was snowing hard and it was very cold. There wasn’t anyone at the located where I was standing on the train station platform, well there were but they’re not visible in the photo. I was lowkey not standing under any cover on the platform, so I was getting touched by the snow, this might have been the reason why there weren’t anyone next to me. The platform was covered in snow and so were the train tracks, because there was snow on the train tracks it was a bit slippery while walking on it. Both sides of the platform had this yellow fall resisting thing that is there to provide extra grips to prevent falling into the tracks. There were multiple light poses along the center of the right platform, I think there was about 5-6 light poses visible. Next to the light poses a map was in this glass stand to help people that aren’t familiar with the trains to know what trains to take to reach their destination. Like photo 1, photo 2 has a perspective view which gives the viewer a feel of continuous distance that employs optical illusions to make an object appear farther away or closer than it is. In photo 1 there is a photo of a bridge and in the photo, there is a dead-end sign and it looks a bit like it is on the other side of the bridge but its not, also the bridge looks like it runs continuously into the distance, similarly to photo 2 which also looks like it runs continuously into the distance. John Berger’s essay “Understanding a photograph,” states that a “It isolates, preserve and presents a moment taken from a continuum,” this to me represent the same meaning the perspective photo gives of, a moment taken from continuum. Photo 1 has some very bright yellows on the platform, likewise photo 2 on the dead-end sign and kind of like the cone. It was snowing in photo 1, it was also snowing in photo 2 and in both it was very cold. While in photo 1 there is a view of nature because of the trees that are in the photo, there weren’t any in photo 2. 
Ultimately both photos were described and talked about in very deep details. The similarities in the color, the type of view the photo gives and the differences due to view of nature in photo 1 and the lack of view of nature in photo 2. The Studium, Punctum and Pro-filmic even were discussed about the photos.
Word cited: Berger, John. “understanding a photograph.” Classic Essays on Photography, edited by Alan Trachtenberg, Newhaven: Leete’s Island Books, 1980, pp. 293
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