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What Makes E.L. Doctorow a Good Storyteller?

That is a very good question. What writing techniques make him so good? While it is important to consider his story itself as a fun sort of boy-meets-girl tale in terms of basic theme, I think that the structure of his story is strong and contributes to the overall effect of mystery and curiosity. The first characteristic that I noticed is his unknown narrator. I am not sure who the narrator is supposed to be and so I couldn’t nail down if I should like the characters or not. Doctorow is not after easy or clear conclusions; and I say this because the ending leaves the reader hanging, wanting more. In fact, when in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government.       
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