Emmanuel Levinas and the Philosophy of the Other
Prof. Sean Scanlan, English 2000 (Globalization and Literature)
March 19, 2013
Immanuel Levinas was born in Lithuania, Russia in 1906; he moved to France in 1923, studied under two important philosophers Edmund Husserl and Martin Heideggar in Germany between 1928 and 1929. In 1930 published the first book on Husserl in French. And in 1961, he published Totality and Infinity, one of the most important contributions to modern philosophy. He is known as one of the greatest philosophers of phenomenology—a philosophy that emphasizes the importance of everyday experience, the importance of consciousness, and the importance of other consciousnesses and experiences. 
Levinas’s thought is governed by one simple, yet far-reaching idea: Western philosophy has consistently practiced a suppression of the Other. His way of defining and theorizing the Other makes his work important to many branches of thought outside of philosophy, such as anthropology, sociology, post-colonial studies, English, comparative literature, gay and lesbian studies. In Levinas’ reading of the history of Western thought, the Other has generally been regarded as something provisionally separate from the Same (of the Self), but ultimately reconciliable with it. Levinas does not agree with the idea that otherness appears as a temporary interruption, an interruption that is to be eliminated as it is then incorporated into sameness, or reduced to sameness. For Levinas, on the contrary, the Other lies absolutely beyond my comprehension and should be preserved in all its irreducible strangeness; otherness may be revealed by other people in so far as they are not mirrors of myself, or mirrors of my religious thoughts, or my philosophical thoughts, or my political thoughts. Levinas wants to protect the Other from the aggressions of sameness, and only in preserving this otherness and not wanted to make it known or more like me, only then, can I formulate an ethical encounter with it.
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