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   Timeless Moments
 With better developing technologies, we see ourselves being able to collect better snapshots of our daily lives that soon turn into memories. Nowadays, even the most insignificant detail of the day makes us snap a photo. Where there is a great photograph, there is usually a greater story behind it. Every single picture taken is a timeless moment captured, to be saved and recalled to later. No two photographs are alike, but, can be thoroughly described and compared to one another. Articles such as Susan Sontag’s “On Photography” and John Berger’s “understanding a Photograph” share ideas that reflect the theme of comparing and capturing memorabilia. I will compare two photographs taken by myself recently using a basis of comparison to link them and then share my ideas on the photographs using two quotes from the articles to analyze them. 
When comparing two photographs, many terms can be used to explain the image thoroughly. The first photograph observed “Verrazano during Daytime” has a studium that gives off the overall dominant impression of a relaxed atmosphere. The photo was taken during the day when the sun is at its highest point giving off that reflection of light in the top left corner as well as the reflection of light on the water on the bottom left corner. There are no people in the photo and plenty of ocean water in the foreground. The Verrazano Bridge and what seems to be a tall building are brightly illuminated on the middle ground, and there are very clear skies in the background with clouds aligned mostly on the left top corner of the photo. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second photograph observed, “Verrazano during Sunset” has a studium that gives off the impression of an also calm, relaxed atmosphere. The sun is setting, giving off those orange, yellow colors behind the Verrazano Bridge in the middle ground. You can also tell the sun is setting because everything around the orange colors look black, meaning the sun is going down and night is coming about. The Verrazano Bridge and the building next to it are pitch black; you can only tell what they are because of their shape. In the foreground, the light of the sun setting is reflecting over the water on the bottom right side of the photo. The background consists of clear skies where the clouds are aligned on the top right corner of the photograph. 
The comparison of two photos is obsolete without a proper basis of comparison. A basis of comparison is what you are comparing in both photos that links/connects them. In the two photos above, the basis of comparison comes from the fact that they are almost the same exact view. The key contrast between them is the time they were both photographed on. Photo 1 is snapped when the sun is high up in the sky, around noon and photo two is taken when the sun is setting, around 6pm, in the evening. Both photos include a lot of ocean space in the foreground, and have the light from the sun reflecting off on the water. The difference there is Photo 1 has the sun reflected off the water on the lower left side of the photograph while Photo 2 has the sun reflected off the water on the lower right side of the photo. The clouds up in the sky seem to show the same pattern. In photo 1, the clouds are sprinkled all on the upper left side of the photograph while photo 2, shows the clouds mostly on the upper right side of the image. We can also see the drastic change in colors from the first photograph, to the second. The first photograph is brightly illuminated by the sun, you can clearly see all the colors/details of the bridge, the water, and the building that stands next to the bridge. In the second photograph, you observe how the colors on all the items mentioned beforehand, have lost their illuminous color, and are now black. We can only inference these objects or places are what they are because of the shape they give off. 
Cameras create memoirs and record achievements of daily life. John Berger’s “Understanding a photograph” conveys this message. The article itself touches upon why we take pictures. “A photograph is a result of the photographer's decision that it is worth recording that this particular event or this particular object has been seen.” This means that before we take a picture, our mind has already decided it is something worth capturing. For me, both of the photographs I captured, I did so because of the dominant impression they both set off, which is serenity and a relaxed atmosphere. It created a tranquil environment that set aside from the bustling stressful scenery New York creates, which is something I yearned for at that exact time. 
The photographs also created a sense of hope for me. The overlook of the ocean to me represents traveling, leaving the land, and being free. I loved that feeling because one day, I plan to leave and go further and beyond of this concrete jungle we call New York. See, for that one moment, I did not feel I was bound to the monotony of the fast paced routinely life here. These photos, I will keep in my memories forever, so that every time I view them over again, I will be enabled to remember the mood I felt at that exact same moment. Because as Sontag once stated, “after the event has ended, the picture will still exist, conferring on the event a kind of immortality (and importance) it would never otherwise have enjoyed.” 
Photos create memorabilia to identify us as a group, a family, or as individuals. Photos create moments to be loved and cherished by ourselves later on. They establish who we were, are, and will become. We can observe so much from two simple photos taken randomly. I had the chance to observe the changes between two photographs, particularly, from the sunrise to the sunset. All you need to do is open the camera, and get that shutter clicking, to create memories of things around you.
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         Photo 1: “Verrazano during Daytime”	                  Photo 2: “Verrazano during Sunset”
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