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English 1101

Photographs distortion of Environments
            Photography has been a necessity to me, since I became aware of its power to fulfill my creed to experience an event. Upon viewing photography, it would work like a time machine transcending me to that space by my observation of this 2d synthetic world making it into my reality. Susan Sontage “To photo is to appropriate the thing photographed” (529). But often when I do get to experience an event for myself, my feeling viewing the photograph was almost never the same. I found it fascinating that a camera can be a tool to tell a lie about a place by the way photographer uses it to furnish as evidences to the falsity; to gain the viewer trust of what is not captured. The viewer is left relying on this misleading evidence which they are almost immediately subjected into create what the surrounded is like of the scene captured.  As I examine the two perspective shot on the streets of Bronx, New York, under the rail road and The falls, I observe these picture cut and condense the environment which is a good way for the viewer to gain ownership of the space as Susan Sontage stated, “To collect photograph is to collect the world” (530), but this slicing of the whole causes each photo to take on and evoke its own dominant impression, altering the perception of uptown, New York.  Leaving me to ponder, how can one portray a clear perception of ones surrounding so that a more in-depth feeling of the environment is concluded by the viewer. Is it essential to juxtapose photographs in order to vividly establish this true gist of the environment that we are experiencing? Could these two captured scenes be equated and evaluated by the viewer rendering what is present and absence, that is vital when comparing as it playing a role in affecting the viewer awareness of the other by high lightening the variation and similarities, thus enlightening the viewer sense to differentiate and link the scenes, style, color and studium to create the true realization of the environment?. 
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                            Photo one: A Walk through the falls
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                              Photo two: Under the Rail-Road
             Photo one, “A Walking through The Falls” is a day time picture. It is a representation of nature indication that the season is changing, bringing forth the cold winter. As one examines the photo they can observe on right view that there’s a vanishing row of six dark brown maple trees with reddish, yellow leaf hanging looses from the branches. The walk way under the trees is littered with the falling maple deep crimson and dried up leaves. On the left view of the photo one can observe a pine cone tree above a white, partly rusted 4ft iron fence, which entices the breeze with a fresh and intriguing smell. This tree is a conglomerate of brown branches and reddish and green leaves. From the feel of being by one self surround by tree it evokes a feeling of being calm.
           Even though, photo two “Under the Rail-Road” is black and white it is also a day time shot indicated by the sun light casting of shadows on the road beneath the tracks. Throughout the top view to the vanishing point one can observe a massive iron structure of a rail road tracks. The present of vertical iron beams that is design with arc on both side throughout the fore, middle and back ground. This is a support component to the eight horizontal columns intersecting by two perpendicular columns. On the top of these horizontal columns there is a row of small, equally space bean lying as tracks that is similar to the small white fence in a “Walk through the fall.” 
          As one examine the photo they are immediately recognizes that these photo are both perspective style shots as they both draws the viewer to the vanish points. This illusion creates a sense of depth on the 2d surface, which is drastically insinuated by the different in depth, space, volume, shape and sizes of objects within these pictures. In the photo one, “A walk through the fall” perspective is vividly present by juxtaposition of the fence vertical row that decreases in size to the left of the photo and also the maple trees on the right view and Descending width of the pavement, narrowing to a single view point. As this is evident in photo one, it is also evident in photo two, “Under the Rail-Road. The perception of depth is also created by the depreciation in height and width of elements at the view point. But, unlike photo 1 that is lighted with very dime light, the three-dimensional form or volumes of the elements are difficult to perceive because of the lack of distinct shadows. On the other hand, in photo 2 the tracks are lighted with strong directional light of the sun from and angle cause part of the railroad to be fully lighted and other parts to be in shadow, a visual clue of the rail road form or volume is provided. This light also cast a shadow on the ground which also provides a perspective of the distance between objects helping one to perceive the overall depth of the scene. The brain is natural wired to preserve a row of relating object meaning they have the same height and width by the deduction in size the depth is created.  In vision, in photo two the track line and the bottom plane pavement and photo 1 the plane that the fence pavement and tree are similar lines in that are parallel to each other give the sensation of meeting at vanishing points. They start from the foreground of the photo and diminish at the focal point.
             While, “A walk through falls” consist of vibrant color, “under the Rail-Road” is black and white. In photo one it the fall seasonal color in greatly presented, the deep dark brown maple trees contrast the dying leaves to the right and left view and the pavement from the foreground, to the vanishing point there are a the conglomerate of   yellow, reddish, and crimson leaves. The sunlight reflecting off of this saturation crimson color onto the surround white gate, and the gray pavement, gives the entire photo a warmth tone. On the other hand, photo two is mostly populated by dark colors. The train track from the top view of the picture block out the sunlight therefore affects the color of element in the photo to be dark. Shadows of the steel columns and beans are cast this immense of dark tone throughout the photo.    . 
           While “A walk through the falls” is more of a nature and “Under the Rail-Road” industrial shot, both of them evokes a feel of loneliness and calmness. In photo the lack of people and movement creates a feeling of one being by themselves strolling and relief for crowdedness create a sense of one self absorbing the peacefulness of nature. Although “Under the Rail-Road” consists of industrial components that are prone to noise and business the sense of tranquility and loneliness is also present because of it’s stillness as photo 1.
            Even thought photo one “A walk through the falls” represents more of a nature and photo 2 “Under the Rail- Road” is more industrial perspective, they are of characteristics of my environment walking home. As they are place side by side they high light each other characteristic that indeed generate more in-depth sense of the environment both represent and document my walk home.
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In conclusion this photo can be readed as being the way nyc is but infact it is essential to relate them in order to gain a more understanding of the city 
 The is so because the viewer breain is  the evidence of the fence to the left of the photo  
