Comma Confusion Confidence

Prof. Scanlan

What does a comma do? The comma accomplishes four important tasks:

1. The comma provides a slight interruption between sentence elements.

2. The comma indicates sentence structure.

3. The comma helps readers understand the sentence’s meaning.

4. The comma helps both readers and writers avoid ambiguity.

Let’s review seven basic comma rules.

I. Commas between independent clauses.

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor and sometimes so, yet, and for) in order to link independent clauses.

ex. He ran fast for the train had started moving.

ex. I planned to leave but now I want to stay.

II. After introductory Clauses and Phrases.

A comma usually follows introductory clauses or phrases to signal where the introductory elements end and the main part of the sentence begins.

ex. Since the ozone layer gets thinner every year wearing a good sunscreen is wise.

ex. Even though I’m allergic to peanuts chocolate and flour I still want to become a pastry chef. 

III. To Separate Items in a Series

Separate three or more words, phrases, or clauses by commas.

ex. I like pastrami ham and cheese and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.

ex. My favorite colors are purple green blue and magenta.

ex. Although I was sad I decided to stop whining get with the program and lend a hand.

ex. I gave my heart to my parents God and Missy Elliot.

Beware: The Panda bear eats, shoots, and leaves.

IV. Dates: after numbers
ex: July 4 1776 was the day the Declaration was signed.

ex: The U.S. entered World War II in December 1941. 

V. Addresses and Places: separate street from city and city from state
ex: Use the address 874 Odgen Avenue Swingleton Pennsylvania 19083.

VI. Numbers:

ex: The new sports center cost $36 900 000.

VII. Commas with Quotations.

ex: Eleanor Roosevelt said “you must do the thing you think you cannot do.”

ex: “Knowledge is power” wrote Francis Bacon.

ex: You don’t need a weatherman” sings Bob Dylan “to know which way the wind blows.”
