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Photography and feelings
Just like the process of taking pictures and the quality of photography has changed so has the meaning of a photo. For a few it has come to mean a recollection of memories, very far from being considered a piece of art. I believe that the importance of photography is based on the deep connection between the photographer’s feelings and the moment or object that the photographer has captured, in that way, the photos itself will have more value. Not because it will be considered just a way to remember a specific moment but because it becomes a feeling conveyed in an object. Through this essay I will use “Beyond” (Photo #1) and “Blossom” (Photo #2) to express the reasons I find photography meaningful for me.
 Photography must be appreciated more for the action of taking a photo, whichever the type of photo it may be: street photography, photojournalism or portraiture, ties the emotions of the photographer with the beauty of the moment or object portrayed. John Berger claims, “A photograph is already a message about the event it records. The urgency of this message is not entirely independent from it. At its simplest, the message, decoded, means: I have decided that seeing this is worth recording.” (Pg.292). Agreeing with Berger, a photographer is, somehow, the only person able to decipher the message beyond his own photo, thus he knows the emotion he wants to evoke before even pressing the button. He made the decision that it was worth it to shoot before actually shooting.
 “Beyond” emerges from the curiosity of knowing what the person was seeing through the lens that was so worthy to be portrayed. The dominant impression then, can be found in the colors of the photo. Considering that it was a shoot in a transitional part of the day, when it was not dawn neither a sunny day, and that there is also a possibility that it was an early time of the day or a sunset, there are many aspects that the spectator will not certainly know. Through the rule of thirds, I opened the lens to a landscape shoot, and captured a small group of trees and some buildings. The watch and the glasses, expresses for me time: for the photographer needed patience to wait for a good moment and needed to be fast in order not lose the opportunity to get the perfect shot. The photo itself, evokes doubt because is not easy to determine the message and the circumstances of this photo. 
Finding the emotion or a message behind a photo it is hard since we do not have previous information. “Beyond” has not a clear message thus it is a personal moment; however, it is visible that there is something behind the picture that needs to be told, because the colors, elements, and the composition that this photo has. 
Since we have easy access to devices with camera, experience plays an important role in understanding photography. The more we give attention to details instead of recording moments without conscientious thought, the easier that it gets to find a meaning in a photo. Just how Berger describes, “But photography not has a language for it owns. One learns to read photographs as one learns to read footprints or cardiograms. The language in which photography deals is the language of events.” (Pg. 292).
Only one photo taken at the appropriate moment is worth more than a 1000 taken without evoking an emotion. Susan Sontag claims, “As industrialization provided social uses for the operations of the photographer, so the reaction against these uses reinforced the self-consciousness of photography.”  (Pg. 532) Today, we are only focused in memorializing moments by taking whole lot of pictures; however, one unique photo can convey the same emotion or more than hundreds of random photos. I believe then, that photography has become an ordinary habit.
 “Blossom” connected me with the meaning of the word hope.  This picture was taken at the High Line Park in New York City, as we see the frame is cutting part of the violet flower, which makes the flower the second main element on the photo. The sun light is the main focus and its coming from the back of the flower, giving it an effect of a theater light, I related this with the entrance of an invisible path.  This picture evokes a feeling of life expectancy, while “Beyond” was the action of reflection of myself taking minutes before of shoot. It is, in a way, the before and after of me and my thoughts.
All in all, one of most difficult elements to master in photography, is giving it a message full of emotions and feelings, and for me that is the reason why photography is special. Understanding the author’s message, in a photo, is more difficult in some pictures than others; however, it will always be visible when a photo was taken with a purpose to express something. Photography is, sometimes, an unappreciated tool due to technology or lack of knowledge; and it is not my final propose to evaluate the meaning that this tool has for others. However, taking photography as an ephemeral action can lead in the loss of the artistic meaning that it has.
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