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More so in the summertime than any other season, Coney Island is arguably one of the most popular areas to visit in Brooklyn. Most are very familiar with the rides in Luna Park, the assortment of games the amusement park offers, and the various restaurants to dine in or get on the go. However, not many know that a couple blocks down, roughly on surf west 22nd, there is a different world. The colors get a bit duller, the streets dirtier, and the lifestyles are often dramatically different. The nice chiseled stone just off the boardwalk at Stillwell Avenue is replaced with the cracked, bumpy streets of Surf 22nd and 23rd street. The scattered laughter of children at Luna Park is condensed once crossing over to the deeper side of Coney Island.  Often times these sounds of laughter are replaced with screams over gunshots or maybe even loud sirens. Quite frankly many people, rarely if never, see this side of Coney Island. Yet my neighborhoods’ divide really speaks volumes about the level of hope on the respective sides. While both pictures depict different sides of my neighborhood, I think they accurately represent the fluctuating levels of hope within the community.  Thus, these two photos “Sky’s not the Limit” and “One of these Days’ ”, respective studium, dominant impression, and punctum will show the level of hope within Coney Island.
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 The first technique we will explore is the studium of both pictures, one located at Stillwell Avenue, just across the street from Luna Park entitled “Sky’s Not the Limit” and the located on surf 25th street entitled “One of these Days”. It is important to acknowledge what we actually see going on in the picture before anything. Looking at “Sky’s not the Limit,” it is a clear day with a view of some common attractions on the Surf Avenue portion of Coney Island. The “Welcome to Coney Island” mixed with red and blue lettering is on top of the candy store, It’s Sugar Its Sugar, a newly placed candy shop that popped up around 4-5 years ago with their clear rectangular greenish glass has a very cubed like structure. There is also a mixture of colors from yellow to light blue for their walls.  Also visible is a burger king billboard with the slogan “slow-down, eat a grilled dog” The background surprisingly, is not taken by arguably the most well-known attraction, the Ferris wheel or “Wonder Wheel” as it is called, though it is very much well there. Instead, the clear blue sky and the puffy clouds take up most of the backdrop. If you look all the way to your left there is a glimpse of a lavender arcade sign though most of it is cut off.  Now looking at “One of these Days”, the park with no specific name to it, has color too. But these colors are a lot more worn, grittier, and dirty. Not many people know that this could exist not too far from the Wonder Wheel but it in fact does and has so for a long time. In the shadowy lit park, everything in this park clearly worn out. The once green jungle gym is now a rusting-green like most of the rest of the park. The Jungle gym rest up on a black mat that has a plethora of leaves and trash stuck in between it. Not mention parts of the mat are rising of the ground. All of the u-shaped seats that kids still play on are heavily discolored from years of rain, snow, and general mistreatment. There are even cracked concrete floors with a sewer in the middle of the park. Then we have with the discolored, gritty, cylinders that I once played in. The question really becomes how can we have parks like this not even 15 minutes away from such a successful commercial area? Regardless, all these elements the color, the objects within the picture, the time of day, all contributes to each respective photo’s studium. Like Teju Cole said in “Perfect and Unrehearsed” “…Each element contributes the kaleidoscopic coherence of the image.” So basically, though Cole is referencing a different photo, this idea is applicable to both these two photos. Each intricate, shape, size, color or lack thereof, all contribute to the cohesion of the photo.
The next technique we will explore is the dominant impression of each photo. Like John Berger said in his article “Understanding a Photograph”, “A photograph is already a message about the event it records. (292)”.   So basically a photograph makes basically is more often than not trying to tell us something. If you look at “Sky’s Not the Limit”, the dominant impression is a genuine good time. When the “Welcome to Coney Island” is in view, tourist normally might get excited while kids see the “It’s Sugar” sign and most likely light up like a Christmas tree. Essentially, there is an over-arching feeling of hope. There is hope for what’s to come when looking at this picture. Even a person like me, who see those same signs every day, can’t help but smile sometimes. Yet I stop smiling however once I realize what lies a few blocks away. The park picture, “One of these Days”, concocts the feeling of hopelessness and confusion. The grit, the trash on the floor can bring up confusion, especially just about 15 minutes away there is a polar opposite place. “If there is such a successful and profitable commodity within Coney Island, why are there still parks in the neighborhood that look like this?” “Will this park or anything for that matter ever change?” are just some questions that come to mind. This runs much deeper than just a park. This goes for our streets, our recreational centers, anything everyone has free access too in general. But I have to admit these pictures do make me think of simpler times, when the park wasn’t so worn out and” Luna Park” was “Astroland.”
Finally, the last technique we will explore is the punctum. Both pictures despite their differences, remind me a lot of my childhood, but in particular when my family was whole. That park, when it was in more decent condition use to be my dad’s favorite place to take us. The convenience of it probably was why he liked it since it was very close to our house. Even my mom, who was extremely protective of us would let us go there by ourselves when we were younger A lot happened in that park, I met my first love there, she broke my heart there, cried there when I graduated middle school, so many memories in that park. I remember there being so many people walking their dogs there and children running around playing tag, hide and seek and many more games at this park.  Susan Sontag even states in her essay titled “On photography” she says, “…photographs give people imaginary possession of a past…” (533). so they make us able to feel like we can revisit the past, that it becomes tangible almost. Definitely with this photo, even just for a slight minute I can feel the past. The same with Coney Island, when I see that photo I automatically think of when Luna Park was called Astroland and all the times my family and I spent. My favorite time is when we went to go on the bumper cars and we really enjoyed ourselves. Yet, looking at the park still brings that feeling of hopelessness with me. The fact that this park is abandoned and no one seems to really care shows how my community practically just gave up hope on it ever being back to the way it was. No one even bothers to try to clean it anymore. The hope of what is to come seems to be gone when it comes to this park and many other things for most people in my community and me these days.
Overall, these two pictures depict the two sides of my neighborhood but furthermore, the levels of hope on both sides. A bright-eyed, optimistic look on what Coney Island will bring to one side of people in “Sky’s Not the Limit” is drastically different from the hopeless “One of these Days” photo. These photos ultimately depict the different levels of hope that is with each section of the community. 
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