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Yearning for the Past 

At this point in time, the use of photography is not limited to professionals, for common people use it regularly. When traveling on vacation it is almost essential, and even when not, it has become an important part of people’s lives. As Susan Sontag mentions in one of her essays, “After the event has ended, the picture will still exist, conferring on the event a kind of immortality” (535) and this feeling of immortality is what induces people to use photography so much. But photographs can unravel emotions that nothing else can because of the moment it encapsulates. We try to capture important moments and relive times that gave us a sense of life, specifically when traveling or when in love.  The analysis of the studium, dominant impression and punctums, of two photgraphs, "Locks" and "Lok on the Brooklyn Bridge", will prove that we all yearn to continue living in moments past. 
Both of the photographs were taken while crossing the Brooklyn Bridge. The first one titled “Locks” shows a variety of locks and ribbons hanging from a bar. The depth of field focuses on the locks while blurring out most of the surroundings. Another bar is off on the side of the one holding the locks, it is placed a little above it, and it has a variety of stickers plastered on it. In the distance buildings are visible, and underneath the locks a few cars can be made out. The whole photo lacks color, it is completely in black and white. The second photograph, titled “Locks on the Brooklyn Bridge” is slightly different than the first, focusing on locks too. The locks are hanging off a brown bar and they come in a variety of colors, with ribbons and shoelaces tied around them. A gold lock with a date written on it in black marker is visible. On top of the bar holding the locks there is another bar with many stickers plastered on it. Further down is another bar filled with locks as well. Underneath this, there are cars, one being a yellow taxi. The photo has a depth of field, with buildings semi-blurred in the rear but the Freedom Tower can still be clearly seen. The picture seems to be taken in daytime, with clear skies and sunlight visible. Although both photographs have very similar studiums, they have completely different dominant impressions and possible punctums.
The dominant impression is the atmosphere of a picture, the mood it gives the audience, which can vary depending on the photographers purpose. “Locks” has a gloomy dominant impression, almost depressing. Since the whole picture is black and white, it transmits an intense nostalgic mood. “Locks on the Brooklyn Bridge” might at first give a happier feeling. As the sun shines down on the locks and their accessories, the bright colors are highlighted. Both the bridge and the Freedom Tower visible in the back , both of which are very famous tourist locations. The locks on the bars usually hold feelings, being placed there to symbolize love and eternity. But the presence of the locks gives a nostalgic feeling to both pictures since they are proof that someone was there, and it was left there to symbolize their presence. Both of these photographs are also similar as they give a feeling of immortality. The photograph itself and locks on the bars are now captured forever. These dominant impressions can also vary by the possible punctums. 

Photography has the power to inspire, comfort, tell stories as well as bring back memories. A picture can have different interpretations and meaning to different people. The fact that “Locks” was edited to be in black and white can symbolize the loss of a loved one, whether it be through death or the end of a romantic relationship. A glance at this photograph can give the audience a nostalgic feeling even if they don’t have a personal link to the picture. On the other hand, look at “Locks on the Brooklyn Bridge” can bring memories of a trip to New York City. A look at these locks can unravel different feelings, including that of nostalgia, of having been there perhaps with someone special on vacation. Photography helps us appreciate these different feelings, of the different realities and pasts. It could hold moments we never want to forget, like the placing of a lock on a bridge with someone special. This is why photographs are taken, to keep and relive these moments, as they “express a feeling both sentimental and implicintly magical: they are attempts to contact or lay claim to another reality.” (Sontag, 539). These possible punctums, the personal meaning of a photograph, are the reason photographs are taken, for the attachment they hold on individuals. 

Photographs are,more than anything, an escape into the past. The responsibilities and limits of being an adult can cause setbacks in what one would like to do. However, photographs have the ability of capturing a moment and allowing us to keep it. Sontag mentions that “photographs-especially those of people, of distant landscapes and faraway cities, of the vanished past-are incitements to reverie” (539), they allow us to relive moments as well. Time continues running, but to have a piece of a past moment can give us life. These memories will almost always bring nostalgia, but like the locks on the bridge, they are there to preserve our personal feelings in a moment.  Analyzing the details of each photograph can allow us to have an idea of why the photograph was taken, and things like the colors or even the lack of color, can give different feelings to the audience. Ultimately though, they are windows to the past, a past we would like to continue to have present. 
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