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                                             New York City is Always on the Move
        Once David Letterman quoted “New York now leads the world’s great cities in the number of people.” Whether its day or night Brooklyn or Manhattan, New York City is always on the move. The photographs of Jay Street and 42nd Street both create how a still picture form movements. Both photos display the busy lifestyle of New Yorkers on the move, however the images are distinguished by the contrast and color.   

            People are always on the move in the setting of the first photography on a foggy Tuesday morning at 8:30 am. As I was walking north on Jay Street to college, I captured a black and white image. As others analyze the studium of the photograph it shows a row of people moving forward to their daily jobs. In the front top high end of the frame, irregularly wavy budding branches contrast with the rectangular building on the right, The NYU Polytechnic School of Engineering. In the opposite direction from the line of people moving away from the subway, moving south is a bicycle lane, a lane of parked cars, and moving traffic.  The dominant impression is quiet of determination as part of any every day routine. In all, we can see that this image is a documentary photo showing everyday life.  
       The article “Perfect and Unrehearsed”, by Teju Cole writes about how photograph can capture everyday life. As he states, “I couldn’t believe such a thing could be caught with the camera. I said, Damn it; took my camera and went out into the street.”(1) Teju Cole felt amazed when noticing that photography and especially the camera is to be considered as a shocking invention for doing the job that the human eye may not detect until lighting of nature comes in role. Another view of photography is “The success of certain pictures—pictures that make the viewer say, “Damn it,” and wonder how such things are possible.”(Cole, 4) This means that some photographers have the ability to create a shocking moment to the viewer to feel absolutely amazed. This is the leading factor in composing photography, for example shutter speed to rule the photograph. Photographers don't always know the expectations of the photograph until the outcome of the photo surprises the photographer.   
       The alternative photograph that I captured was a colorful image when I was in my father’s car approaching 42nd Street. The image features the blazing lights of Times Square on a Friday night at 10:56 pm. There are about six buildings on either side that dominate the depths of field in deep focus. The neon lights highlight the geometric shapes of the buildings and the signs that more often occurs of rectangular, circular, and square shapes. The glimpse of cars specify traffic light in sustaining the city and public transportation in a continuous flow. On the right hand side of the photo, we can analyze that construction workers are on site. There are about three construction workers and just about five pedestrians looking south. As they are crossing the alternate direction of the street, they notice a statue that intrigues their attention. Times Square, Manhattan 42nd Street shows a dominant impression of energy and life flowing in people active. In fact, this is a documentary photograph showing the engaged city of New York and it’s diversity. 
        In the article “Understanding a Photograph” by John Berger, it states “Photographs bear witness to a human choice being exercised in a given situation.”(Berger, 2) This means that it’s free of choice for a photographer or an individual to capture what comes in mind. For instance, “family” photographs can be a memorial event.
            In contrast, Jay Street tends to vary from the 42nd Street Times Square photo in multiple ways. First, the Jay Street photograph is a black and white photo, and it was taken early Tuesday morning in down town Brooklyn, New York at 8:30 am.This photograph shows more people walking to their daily jobs than what 42nd Street reveals. On the other hand, 42nd Street is a colorful neon city on a Friday night at 10:56 pm that attracts the human eye into the soul of New York City. There is a different kind of energy that the neon lights of Times Square 42nd Street generate.
       How can photography express action, time, or place? Whether, Manhattan or Brooklyn, New York City remains always on the move. Jay Street and Times Square 42nd Street show the idea of "always on the move". After I captured the photograph and looked at it, I was able to see a lot more than when I simply clicked the shutter speed.  The photograph allowed me capture a decisive moment in time and view it more deeply.
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