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Frozen in Time
Photography is a sense of being, it allows people to express themselves and a certain energy or message. A photograph captures a moment in time in its actuality, whereas something like a painting or drawing, however accurate is essentially a rendering of whatever the artist chooses to see. Photography is very important. It has different effects on different people but one thing that is certain is that photography holds a memory. For example, when I was little photos were taken nonstop, it’s like my whole life was being documented. Another example is, when my family and I go to special events. Each time a bunch of photos are taken just to preserve that moment so that we remember it every time we look at it. That being said photos have a sentimental value to them. A photograph is the “in the moment” type of thing. It makes me whole because, each photograph I take holds a memory that will forever be cherished. A photograph can be replicated, but the memory that strikes within it cannot be. While many would discuss the color and composition in these two photos, I think the studium and decisive moment is more relative for discussion. In this essay I will analyze two photographs of perspectives and examine the studium and the decisive moment.
In the first photograph “Observation at its finest,” we see a group of people, sitting in a room, on a bench, and looking at a painting. More specifically we see a dim room, a painting that is composed of 5 panels with light focused on it, making the people stationary silhouettes that are sitting on a shiny brown bench. If you look closely the people aren’t relatively sitting straight, but they are all sitting on the bench. The decisive moment was capturing the people sitting and looking at the painting. I was walking around the exhibit “Surat’s Circus Slideshow,” and I got drawn to that specific painting “Grimace and Misery,” by Fernand Pelez. I was very intrigued by the scene. My process of taking this photograph was indecisive. I tried taking it from different angles but never have I ever thought to take it from behind. Then well that was because it was crowded, once it cleared up I went behind and was quiet impressed by the view. When I was taking this photograph I had to play around with the lighting in my camera, because without the image would come out relatively dark.
In my second photograph “Artistic Vision,” we see more in depth framing, some sort of blinds on the top of the image, some greenery, paintings, people sitting observing, and people walking by admiring the paintings. The orientation of the people is different; some are walking, and some are sitting. The decisive moment in taking this image was much more complicated than the last. I’m a floor above the previous exhibit I mentioned. It’s called the “Robert Lehman Collection.” It’s sort of a circular balcony. So I’m approaching at different angles it was getting frustrating, because I couldn’t get a good angle which made me take a bunch of photos until I got the right one. As I was walking I stopped myself parallel to the scene that I wanted to capture I stayed, and admired the framing how it gave an in-depth of a feel like a frame within a frame within another frame, and I was like this is it. It took me about ten minutes to take the photo that satisfied me and also making sure its straight. No filter nor flash was used.
It’s very interesting how much these two photos look alike, but yet so different. In contrast the first photo, “Observation at its Finest” I played around with the lighting and brightness, because the room itself was relatively dim. Relatively to the second photo, “Artistic Vision” it has no adjustments made to it just a raw image. “Observation at its Finest” have a closer more of a plain view than “Artistic Vision” has more of a dimensional feel with the frame work. As you can see in “Observation at its Finest” 3 people are sitting on two separate shiny long brown benches analyzing the painting, while “Artistic Vision” has a complete different outlook to it I saw three individual people sitting in chairs, and two people walking by the admiring the last two paintings on the right hand side. “Observation at its finest” the shape of the persons is in full view, but in “Artistic Vision” that isn’t the case. There are just three heads that I saw as if their bodies aren’t not attached and two people up to the waist line. “Observation at its Finest” contains a painting that takes up most of the wall in the width, consists of five panels put together, however in “Artistic Vision” there are four relatively small separate paintings occupying a piece of the wall as well as there are other paintings that have been cut out when I was taking this image. Also, “Observation at its Finest” is hung horizontally, during which “Artistic Vision” has two that hang vertically and two horizontally. 
When I was observing these to photographs it shocked me on how few similarities there are in “Observation at its Finest” and “Artistic Vision.” They are both located in the Metropolitan Museum, 1000 5th Ave, New York, NY 10028. The one and the other are aesthetically pleasing to look at. Jointly have people admiring and observing the paintings. And were taken both from the same angle.

Do you value photographs that focus on people and the Decisive Moment, or do you value landscape photographs that harmonize colors? I value landscape photographs that harmonize colors, because its pleasing to the eye and the dominate impression can be generated. For example, if was sitting on a blanket that was laying on the soft pastors of the bright colored grass overlooking the clear sky with the majestic tall mountains in the background while the sun kissed my face. That is making the scene pleasing and the dominant impression serenity and peace. 
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