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Views of the City
In my essay I will be comparing two photos the first one is called chill spot, and the second photo is called Sunset in Lower Manhattan. I had taken these photos in the last couple of weeks. The two photos are taken in Brooklyn, not too far from the Brooklyn Bridge. I had discovered this spot not too long ago when I had a break from my class and decided to find a way to get to the pier. Ever since that day that been my favorite spot to go. So when my professor mentioned this essay I knew where I was getting my photos. The photos are views of the lower Manhattan skyline from Brooklyn. I feel that reality effect and pro-filmic event can describe both my photos well.
In my first photo (Chill spot) you can see the Brooklyn Bridge, freedom tower, Verizon, apartment buildings and the FDR Dr. south. The photo is very bright so it’s easy to tell when the photo was taken. In the photo there is approximately 80 buildings, there was clouds in the sky and since the Freedom Tower is mostly glass it looks like the clouds are passing through the building. The Brooklyn Bridge goes across the picture from the left to the middle. The bridge is arched and has a flag on it. A boat is going by seems to be going from the right to the left of the photo. The boat is on the east river and the shadow under the bridge gives an idea of where the sun is located. In my second photo (Sunset in lower Manhattan) the first thing someone can notice is that it is darker then the first and that there is people in it. If you look at the background the sun is setting and the photo isn’t as bright. There is a big color difference from the two photos the second one has less color then towards the back of it, it has some color. The second photo still has a view of the Freedom Tower and the Verizon building. Actually the apartment buildings can be seen from under the bridge. This photo is taken on the boardwalk but not as close as the first. The first one is taken really close to the water while the second one is not so close. If you look real close to the gate you can see that there is, locks on the gates. Also in this photo you can see that the bridge is curved but not as much as the first photo. 
Comparing the photos is simple they both have the same things involved like the bridge and the buildings they just have different views one is taken from the right of the bridge while the other is taken from the left. The lighting and time of day is different but the buildings and the water are in the same spot. The water in both photos, were calm so you don’t see high waves and the first photo has a boat while the other photo doesn’t. Both photos have blue skies and clouds also look by the Freedom tower you can see that in the first photo you can see a building under construction. Then in the second the photo you can see that the same building under construction is almost done being built. The location of the first photo was by west elm, but I was positioned left of the Jane’s Carousel. Also for the second photo I was by Water Street towards the end of the pier. The weather has just started to get cold because you can see the man putting his coat on and the lady’s hair blowing. Also when observing the top of the bridge in both photos, the flags were blowing in different directions, showing that the weather was different in both. 
In John Berger’s short article Understanding a Photograph, he gives great tips of what it means to truly understand a photo. So when I was taking my photos I kept in mind what he said. In his article he states “A photograph is a result of the photographer decision that it is worth recording that this particular event or this particular object has been seen. If everything that existed were continually being photographed, every photograph would become meaningless (Berger 292). This quote stuck out to me because it shows how you are really in charge of everything in your photo. For example my photos are facing the same direction but because of the spot the photos are completely different in their own ways and views. This other quote from is article shows how the photographer is in charge. “I have said that a photograph bears witness to a human choice being exercised” (Berger 293).
Now that I have compared two cityscape photos I wonder if my same technique of comparing color and objects can be used to compare a photo of nature. I feel that I can use this technique to compare nature because I can use color and object in nature. For example the trees are green and the square rock looks like a table. There are many comparisons that I can use my method on with nature. Writing this complete changed the way I view any photo I take or see. Before I would state the obvious like I see a bridge and building. Until I learned that there is more to a photo then just a bridge and buildings. I had to look deep to see the shapes the colors and how those things can completely change the way the photo is seen and how I react to it.   
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