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You Gotta Look Both Ways Before Crossing
Have you ever seen one of these signs before? You most likely have seen both of these signs before unless you either don’t care to look at it and say YOLO or have been living under a rock for all these years. I decided to take these photos and talk about it in my essay, because first of all why not? Like who would actually write a photography essay based on a street sign. And second, I want to show how an everyday object that millions of people see and walk right past by, shows what every typical New Yorker has to look at throughout their day at least once. Both these photos show the same the same sign but with different symbols and although it may not look like it at first, there is an event occurring in both these photos. The reason why I named my title “You Gotta Look Both Ways Before Crossing” is because any New Yorker and/or person in general knows that before crossing the street you have to look both ways to see if any cars are coming.
As stated by Susan Sontag “Photographs furnish evidence. Something we hear about, but doubt, seems proven when we’re shown a photograph of it.” (pg.531), Susan Sontag explains how although it’s hard to believe, Photographs carry evidence within them. This relates to one of my photographs which is the one that shows the street sign showing a walking symbol, mainly because as you can see above the street sign there is a NYPD street camera. And that camera relates to what Susan Sontag said because the purpose for that NYPD street camera is to capture footage and if needed use for evidence. When you look at this picture you will begin to realize that when I took the picture of this sign, That NYPD street camera has evidence that I took that photo at the exact time and location and date. Also in ym first photo which is the one with the walking sign, you see that I took it during the daytime and you can see the sides and edges of buildings and the tip of a tree in W145st. In these photo as well you can see that the NYPD street camera is a little below the regular streetlight and the camera has some sort of satellite that most likely provides connection to the NYPD precincts and/or HQ. You can also see that no sunlight is shown in this photo even though I took both photos at the same place and almost at the same exact time but I faced my camera more towards the sky then to the ground level.
In the second photo, the term that best describes this photo is decisive moment. The reason why I say that is because I had to wait for the right time of when the street sign would show the stop symbol instead of the walking symbol. As stated by John Berger “A photograph is effective when the chosen moment which it records contains a quantum of truth which is generally applicable, which is as revealing about what is absent from the photograph as about what is present in it.” (pg.294). Also this photo represents Pro-Filmic event because you can notice that when I took the picture of the stop sign, All the cars in the background have stopped. And as stated by Susan Sontag, “A photograph is not just the result of an encounter between an event in itself, and one with ever more peremptory rights-to interfere with, to invade, or to ignore whatever is going on.” (pg.535). This shows pro-filmic event because the event that is occurring is that the cars have stopped and are waiting for the traffic light to turn green in which currently at that moment it is Red same as the stop sign in which I took the picture at. Also to prove to you guys that the cars are actually waiting instead of actually moving but having intense traffic, you can see near the bottom center of the stop sign photo, the back of a garbage truck. And that garbage truck shows the back headlights glowing red which means that it is stopping and/or there’s probably a car in front of it that has already stopped and is slowing down. In this photo you can also see that the sun hits the side of a church and the buildings in front of it which is located in W 145st Convent Ave. From this photo you can also see that it is currently in the morning when I took this photo because you can see that the sun is rising since the sky is clear as day and the sun is shining on some of the buildings slowly. The similarities between the two photos are that they both contain the blue sky and have a street sign, and have the same tree and some of the same buildings and a building with a fire escape. The differences between the two photos is that the stop sign photo contains cars, sunlight, stores, people and signs while the walking sign photo does not have any of those.
In conclusion, both these photos have shown to be a daily everyday object that we all see in our lives and never have you stopped to look at it and what it can bring around it in the right time. Next time you see either a walking sign or a stop sign, will you stop to admire/recognize it? or just continuing not caring at all? The choice is yours but one thing is for sure, “You Gotta Look Both Ways Before Crossing”. Just looking out for you readers.
