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Journal 2: Why Is Scibona Good?

That is a good question. What does make him so good? While it is important to consider his story itself as a fun sort of rags-to-riches tale in terms of intellect, I think that the structure of his essay is strong. The first characteristic that I noticed is his bold beginning. He mentions failure right up front. This surprised me because I thought he was a professional writer, and I thought all professional writers begin as “A” students. Scibona is not an “A” student at all. In fact, when in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government. 
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