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Parallelism is the use of matching nouns, verbs, phrases, or clauses to express the same or similar ideas. And it is used in comparison-and-contrast essays to emphasize the similarities or differences between one point or subject and another.

1. Always uses parallel structure with paired items or with items in a series:


Ex: I am an American citizen, and she is not.

Ex: For women, as for girls, intimacy is the fabric of relationships, and talk is the thread from which it is woven.

Ex: General Lee was tidewater Virginia, and in his background were family, culture, and tradition.

Ex: We can now see that his southern culture had transplanted to the New World its own legends and its own myths.

2. Be sure to use parallel structure with paired items linked by correlative conjunctions (not only/but also, both/and, neither/nor, either/or, and so on)

Ex: In everything that we undertake, either on earth or in the sky, we have a choice of two styles, which I call the gray and the green.

Ex: Not only does the writer admire General Grant, but he also respects him.

3. Finally, use parallel structure to emphasize the contrast between paired items linked by as or than.

Ex: According to Deborah Tannen, women’s conversation is as frustrating for men as men’s is for women.

Ex: As Deborah Tannen observes, most men are socialized to communicate through actions rather than to communicate through conversation.

