
Messi began playing football at a young age 
and his skill and potential was soon realized by 
Barcelona. He left Rosario-based Newell's Old 
Boys's youth team in 2000 and moved with his 
family to Europe, as Barcelona offered treat-
ment for his growth hormone deficiency. Making 
his debut in the 2004–05 season, he broke his 
team record for the youngest footballer to score 
a league goal. Major honours soon followed as 
Barcelona won La Liga in Messi's debut 
season, and won a double of the league and 
Champions League in 2006. His breakthrough 
season was in the 2006–07 season; he became 
a first team regular, scoring a hat-trick in El 
Clásico and finishing with 14 goals in 26 league 
games. Messi then had the most successful 
season of his playing career, the 2008–09 
season
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Xavier Hernández i Creus (born 25 
January 1980), commonly known as 
Xavi Hernández or simply Xavi (Catalan 
pronunciation: [ˈʃaβi]), is a Spanish foot-
baller who plays as a central midfielder 
for La Liga club FC Barcelona, where 
he has spent his entire 14-year career.
He has been capped 104 times for the 
Spanish national team, with whom he 
won UEFA Euro 2008 and the 2010 
World Cup. He was named Player of the 
Tournament by UEFA at UEFA Euro 
2008.[2]
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